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Report  of  tfje  $re£toent 

August  2,  1910. 
To  the  Honorable  P.  H.  McCarthy,  Mayor  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco : 

Sir — In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Charter, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading- 
Rooms  presents  its  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1910. 

With  98.499  volumes  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year, 
June  30,  1910.  the  Library  records  show  an  increase  of  22,832 
volumes  during  the  year,  which  is  a  greater  number  of  vol- 
umes added  to  the  Library  than  in  any  year  since  the  fire. 
The  increase  is  more  than  justified  by  the  large  number  of 
books  circulated,  being  719.995  from  the  Main  Library  Build- 
ing, the  Branches  and  the  Deposit  Stations.  This  shows  on  an 
average  that  each  book  in  the  Library  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  seven  (7)  different  people  during  the  year.  The 
increase  in  circulation  over  the  preceding  year  is  111,029,  indi- 
cating that  the  books  in  the  Librarv  are  such  as  are  desired 
by  the  reading  public. 

The  number  of  cards  in  force,  37,391,  is  nearly  as  large  as 
the  number  we  had  before  the  fire  of  1906,  when  the  Library 
carried  167,000  volumes  on  its  shelves. 

Realizing  the  importance  of  comparative  statistics,  we  have 
had  compiled  during  the  year  a  comparative  statement  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  libraries  for  three  years 
prior  to  July,  1909.  These  figures  are  compiled  from  the  latest 
statistics  available,  and.  with  the  exception  of  Chicago,  the 
cities  chosen  have  about  the  population  of  San  Francisco,  thus 
giving  a  fair  comparison  of  library  disbursements. 
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Your  attention  is  respectfully  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
table  shows  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  has  expended 
a  greater  percentage  of  money  for  books  and  improvements, 
and  less  for  stationery,  printing  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 
than  any  other  city  compared,  and.  barring  Cleveland,  less  for 
salaries. 

For  the  present  fiscal  year  the  amount  received  from  all 
sources  (including  $30,854.20  carried  over  from  last  year)  is 
$114,532.65. 

The  disbursements  amount  to  $98,492.25,  and  include  final 
payments  on  the  Park  Branch,  amounting  to  $16,455.99.  The 
disbursements  itemized  appear  as  follows : 

Disbursements  Amount  Percentage 

Books   $22,014.60  22.3 

Periodicals    1,834.24  1.9 

Binding   4,447.92  4.5 

Repairs,  furniture,  improvements   21,873.97  22.2 

Printing  and  stationery   2,413.34  2.5 

Salaries  ...  39,666.60  40.2 

Miscellaneous,  including  rent  of  branches,  in- 
surance, water,  fuel,  etc   6,241.50  6.4 

$98,492.25  100.00 

Since  the  fire  of  1906  the  Library  Board  has  been  working 
with  the  minimum  appropriation  allowed  by  the  Charter,  of 
iy2  cents  on  a  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation,  except 
in  the  year  ending  Tune,  1909,  during  which  time  we  had  an 
extra  appropriation  of  $17,000,  which  was  obtained  and  used 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  construction  of  Park  Branch 
on  Page  Street,  which  Branch,  with  land,  building  and  equip- 
ment, represents  an  expenditure  of  $31,974.90,  exclusive  of 
books.  This  Branch  was  opened  in  October,  1909,  and  though 
only  running  for  a  little  oi~er  eight  months  of  the  current 
year,  this  Branch  has  a  circulation  of  79,643,  and  ranks  second 
in  the  number  of  volumes  circulated  during  the  months  of  its 
operation. 

In  addition  to  the  $31,974.90  aforesaid,  the  Library  has  dis- 
bursed for  permanent  improvements,  the  following: 

Temporary  Library,  Hayes  and  Franklin  Streets  $43,781.14 

Refitting  Mission  Street  Branch   1,407.30 

Establishment  North  Beach  Branch   1,700.45 

which,  together  with  general  repairs,  furniture  and  improve- 
ments, makes  a  total  of  $91,308.29  expended  for  these  purposes 
during  the  last  four  years,  all  of  which  has  been  taken  from 
our  regular  appropriation,  except  the  $17,000  before  mentioned. 
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REPORT   OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


During  the  last  year  there  have  been  established  Library 
Stations  at  1874  Union  Street  (Golden  Gate  Valley) ;  San 
Bruno  Avenue  (San  Bruno),  and  4564  Mission  Street  (Excel- 
sior District).  All  three  of  these  stations  are  very  popular 
in  their  respective  districts  and  are  circulating  a  large  number 
of  volumes. 

There  is  great  need  of  a  new  Branch  Library  building  for 
the  Richmond  District,  in  the  place  of  our  present  quarters, 
which  are  cramped  and  inadequate. 

There  is  also  need  of  a  Branch  Library  in  Sunset  District, 
in  place  of  the  present  Library  Station. 

Library  Stations  should  be  established  in  Courtland  Avenue 
District  (Bernal  Heights),  Ingleside,  Polk  Street  District, 
Twenty-fourth  Avenue  and  Clement  Street,  and  in  the  Down- 
town District. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  was  requested  in  our  last  budget 
to  appropriate  $30,150  for  these  extensions,  but  the  request 
was  not  granted. 

Early  in  May  of  this  year  the  following  communication  was 
forwarded : 

"Hayes  and  Franklin  Streets,  May  5,  1910. 
"To  the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco: 

"Gentlemen — At  a  special  election,  held  on  December  29,  1903,  Library 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $1,647,000  were  authorized  for  issuance  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  lands  and  erecting  thereon  a  Library  building. 
$1,644,000  of  bonds  were  ordered  printed.  Of  this  amount,  $739,800  were 
sold  on  November  28,  1904.  Of  this  there  has  been  expended  (for  the 
purchase  of  Western  Addition  Block  No.  73)  the  sum  of  $616,302.12,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  $123,497.28  in  the  City  Treasury,  and  unsold  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $904,200  which  are  unsalable. 

"There  is  great  need  for  a  new  Main  Library  building.  The  problem  of 
space  is  a  very  serious  and  urgent  one,  and  in  a  short  time  the  book- 
stacks  will  be  inadequate  to  hold  the  volumes  which  are  constantly  being 
added  to  the  collection.  The  Reference  and  Open  Shelf  rooms  are  now  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  patrons  of  the  Library.  During  the  winter 
months  both  rooms  are  crowded,  at  times  people  being  compelled  to  sit 
on  the  ledges  around  the  book-cases.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  keep  the  atmosphere  either  healthful  or  comfortable,  to  say 
nothing  of  serving  the  patrons  of  the  Library  promptly  and  efficiently. 

"In  view  of  the  present  and  prospective  heavy  indebtedness  of  the  City, 
the  Board  of  Library  Trustees  does  not  favor  the  erection  of  a  building 
to  cost  a  million  or  more  of  dollars  which  will  not  meet  our  requirements 
any  better  than  a  building  parked  in  the  center  of  our  Library  lot,  with 
accommodations  entirely  adequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  reading 
public,  which  will  be  comfortable  and  architecturally  attractive.  A  design 
of  such  a  building  as  we  have  in  mind  is  herewith  submitted,  the  estimated 
cost  of  which  is  about  $600,000.  The  building  proposed  will  be  adequate 
for  many  years  to  come;  the  reading  rooms  are  large  and  commodious, 
the  stack  room  has  a  capacity  for  340,000  volumes,  and  the  building  is  so 
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planned  that  if  it  were  necessary  at  any  time  to  increase  the  size  of  the 
reading  room  or  stack  room,  the  same  could  be  easily  done  at  compara- 
tively small  cost.  ^ 

"The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  would  therefore  urge  the  cancellation 
of  the  unsold  3^2  per  cent  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $904,200,  and  that,  at  a 
bond  election  to  be  called  at  an  early  date  for  that  purpose,  the  taxpayers 
be  asked  to  vote  on  an  issuance  of  $600,000  of  5  per  cent  bonds  in  place  of 
this  $904,200  of  3ZA  per  cent  bonds  cancelled.  With  this  new  issue  of 
$600,000  and  the  $123,497.88  now  in  the  'City  Treasury,  a  suitable  and 
handsome  building  could  be  erected  and  properly  equipped. 

"Your  consideration  of  this  matter  is  urgently  requested. 

Yours  very  truly,  _ 
George  A.  Mullin,  Secretary.  R.  B.  Hale,  President." 

The  Trustees  believe  that  a  building  similar  in  design  and 
interior  arrangement  to  the  one  submitted  with  the  foregoing 
letter  will  not  only  meet  the  needs  of  the  people,  but  that  it 
can  be  conducted  at  a  minimum  of  expense,  thereby  leaving 
a  large  part  of  the  Library  funds  available  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  the  extension  of  branches  which  have  proven  such 
a  great  convenience  to  the  reading  public,  as  the  books  are 
thereby  brought  almost  to  their  homes. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  of  the  Librarian,  herewith 
submitted,  are  respectfully  referred  to  for  further  information 
regarding  the  details  of  the  work  of  the  Library  during  the 
last  fiscal  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J  R.  B.  HALE, 

President  Board  of  Library  Trustees. 


Report  of  tfje  Secretary 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library 
and  Reading1  Rooms: 
Gentlemen — Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  Receipts  and  Ex- 


penditures  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1910. 



RECEIPTS 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  June  30,  1909. . 

$30,629.65 

Cash  on  hand   (with   Secretary),  June 

30,  1909  

224.55 

$74,309.35 

2,439.85 

192.75 

Bindings  injured  and  paid  for  

9.7  5 

199.50 

6,500.00 

Subscriptions  to  Monthly  Bulletin  

1.25 

6.00 

Donation    S.    F.    Musical    Society  (for 

20.00 

$83,678.45 

$114,532.65 

DISBURSEMENTS 

$22,014.60 

1,834.24 

4,447.92 

1,779.70 

129.31 

504.33 

1,216.00 

Furniture  and  repairs  

5,417.98 

39,666.60 

2,760.00 

389.27 

512.50 

Final  payment  on  Page  Street  Branch. . 

16,455.99 

$98,492.25 

15,785.65 

Cash  on  hand    (with   Secretary),  June 

30,  1910   

254.75 

$114,532.65 
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RECORD   OF  DELINQUENTS 


Amount 

Total 

FINES 

$2,439.85 

73.50 

$2,513.35 

BOOKS  LOST  AND  BORROWERS'  CARDS  CANCELLED 

$12.10 

6.75 

13.05 

2.20 

3.10 

11.70 

2.70 

1.00 

$52.60 

BOOKS   LOST  AND   PAID  FOR 

$192.75 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENSES  OF  BRANCHES  AND  STATIONS 


Branch 
No.  1 

Branch 
No.  2 

Branch 
No.  3 

Branch 
No.  4 

Branch 
No.  5 

Branch 
No.  6 

Station 
A 

Station 
B 

Static 
C 

O      1  * 

$2,820.80 
1,440.00 
1,823.85 
45.70 
103.50 
108.64 
21.70 
126.45 
59.15 
435.07 
1,487.35 

$2,535.30 

$1,696.90 
900.00 
56.85 
38.50 
31.00 
40.74 
21.60 
109.00 
26.90 
265.34 
1,084.10 

$1,272.55 
420.00 
53.00 
22.45 
10.50 
72.00 

$1,756.55 

$2,287.80 

$186.00 

$180.00 

$180.' 

Furniture  &  repairs 
Expense    sundry. . . 

80.49 
39.10 
185.00 
475.30 
106.30 
140.75 
45.20 
492.34 
1,506.72 

1,319.18 
126.60 
148.50 
380.24 
14.46 
146.75 
36.50 
37.79 
4,655.32 

45.57 
32.55 
34.00 
81.48 
24.95 

142.90 
75.30 

224.13 
1,322.70 

1.20 

4.35 

1 

Water   

6.17 

6.17 

6. 

105.70 
20.80 
191.76 
1,172.63 

Printing  and 

5.25 

3.90 



3. 





Totals   

$8,472.21 

$5,606.50 

$4,270.93 

$3,341.39 

$8,621.89 

$4,271.38 

$198.62 

$194.42 

$190. 

Station 
D 

Station 
E 

Station 
F 

Station 
G 

Station 
H 

Station 
I 

Station  \ 
J  | 

Station 
K  < 

Deposit 
3ollect'n 

Totals 

$180.00 

$180.00 

$168.00 

$180.00 

$153.00 

$72.00 

$42.00 

$36.00 

$13,926. 
2,760. 
3,402. 

368. 

512. 
1,205. 

189, 

771. 

304. 
1,646. 
12,942. 

Furniture  and 

7.75 
12.85 

7.75 
7.15 

7.75 
8.00 

Expense  sundry. 

3.85 

.50 

5.10 

1.90 

,  18.60 

7.05 

6.17 

6.17 

6.81 

2.72 

Printing  and 
stationery  .... 

4.05 

2.85 

2.20 

3.45 

3.75 

4.05 

3.80 

3.65 

$1,713.34 

Totals   

$194.95 

$189.52 

$181.47 

$192.16 

$175.35 

$  99.37 

$  60.70 

$  55.40 

$1,713.34 

$38,030. 

Books  of  Deposit  Collection  have  been  distributed  to  Branches  and  Stations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  A.  MULLIN, 

Secretary. 

June  30,  1910. 


Eeport  of  tfje  Hibrartan 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report 
of  the  Librarian  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1910. 

There  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  the  Library 
and  in  its  efficiency,  owing  to  the  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  volumes  added. 

The  new  furnace,  and  the  additional  doors  which  were  put 
in  to  check  the  draughts,  have  done  much  to  make  both  the 
patrons  and  the  staff  more  comfortable.  Double  swinging- 
doors  were  placed  in  the  main  entrance  hall  of  the  Library, 
some  six  feet  from  the  regular  outside  doors,  forming  a  small 
hall  or  lobby,  which  serves  to  keep  out  much  of  the  wind 
which  was  formerly  so  annoying.  The  entrances  to  the  Ref- 
erence and  Open  Shelf  rooms  were  also  fitted  with  double 
swinging  doors,  an  arrangement  which  is  greatly  appreciated 
as  the  rooms  are  much  quieter  as  well  as  less  draughty.  As 
there  is  no  provision  whatever  for  warming  the  stack  room,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  place  swinging  doors  at  the  openings 
in  order  to  keep  the  rest  of  the  building  comfortable  on  cold 
days.  The  constant  passing  through  all  these  doors,  in  con- 
junction with  open  windows,  ordinarily  provides  a  sufficient 
circulation  of  air  to  prevent  the  rooms  from  becoming  too 
close. 

By  removing  to  the  basement  the  accumulation  of  unbound 
periodicals,  etc.,  and  by  using  the  lower  shelves  of  the  book- 
stack,  we  shall  be  able  to  get  along  for  another  year  without 
adding  more  shelving.  It  must,  however,  be  provided  for  in 
the  following  year  or  we  shall  be  unable  to  properly  take 
care  of  the  books.  The  Open  Shelf  room  is  already  over- 
crowded, and  it  became  necessary  to  build  additional  shelving 
for  the  corner  of  the  room  which  is  reserved  for  the  juvenile 
books.  Even  with  this  extra  space  the  shelves  are  full,  with 
no  possibility  of  further  increasing  the  shelf  space  in  the 
room.  Our  present  quarters  are  becoming  more  crowded 
every  day,  and  the  necessity  for  a  new  building  more  im- 
perative. 

The  borrowers'  cards  in  force  now  number  37,391,  an  in- 
crease of  5,702  during  the  year,  and  3,088  less  than  were  in 
force  on  the  date  of  the  last  report  before  the  fire.  Although 
the  Library  has  been  increased  by  nearly  45,000  volumes  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  we  are  still  very  much  in  need  of  a 
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larger  collection.  We  spent  a  greater  percentage  of  our 
income  for  books  than  any  other  large  library,  but  our  funds 
are  too  small  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  us.  Not  a 
dollar  of  additional  appropriation  has  ever  been  made  to 
replace  the  losses  sustained  by  the  fire,  and  our  receipts  from 
the  city  last  year  amounted  to  $74,309.00,  as  against  $110,356.00 
appropriated  by  Los  Angeles,  and  $128,571.00  by  Seattle  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  public  libraries.  We  have  extended 
our  activities  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so  with  the  funds  at 
our  disposal,  but  we  cannot  expect  to  conduct  the  work  on 
the  same  scale  as  it  is  conducted  in  cities  granting  larger 
appropriations. 

The  Librarian  and  one  other  member  of  the  staff  attended 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  California  Library  Association  at 
Long  Beach  in  April.  No  representative  of  the  Library  has 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  national  association  since 
1907. 

Accessions  and  Gifts 

In  last  year's  report  it  was  stated  that  the  Library  had  added 
more  volumes  than  in  any  previous  year  of  its  history.  The 
year  just  completed  shows  a  still  larger  number  of  volumes 
added  than  during  the  preceding  year.  There  were  26,947 
volumes  added  and  4,115  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  leaving  a 
net  gain  of  22,832  and  a  total  of  98,499  volumes  in  the  Library. 
The  volumes  worn  out  and  withdrawn  were  replaced  with  new 
copies,  which  are  included  in  the  26,947  volumes  above 
mentioned. 

During  the  year  the  sum  of  $22,014.60  was  expended  for 
books,  and  $1,834.24  for  periodicals,  making  a  total  of 
$23,848.84,  or  22.3  per  cent  out  of  a  total  expenditure  of 
$98,492.25.  A  statement  of  the  proportionate  amount  ex- 
pended for  the  various  branches  and  stations  will  be  found  in 
the  tables  accompanying  the  Secretary's  report. 

Bids  for  supplying  books  issued  by  American  publishers 
were  asked  for,  and  three  firms  replied.  The  Emporium  again 
submitted  the  lowest  bid,  and  was  awarded  the  contract  at 
rates  which  are  practically  the  same  as  those  previously  in 
force. 

Very  little  was  accomplished  during  the  year  toward  filling 
out  our  periodical  sets,  and  we  are  still  lamentably  weak  in 
this  department.  A  good  many  out  of  print  volumes  were 
purchased  from  second-hand  dealers,  but  the  great  majority  of 
our  purchases  were  of  current  publications.  We  shall  be  un- 
able to  make  much  progress  in  securing  the  older  publications 
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until  we  have  larger  appropriations ;  with  the  present  funds 
we  can  scarcely  keep  up  with  the  current  books. 

A  very  handsome  and  complete  set  of  48  volumes  of  the 
Municipal  Reports  of  San  Francisco  was  presented  to  the 
Library  by  Mr.  Colin  M.  Boyd.  To  the  San  Francisco  Musi- 
cal Club  we  are  indebted  for  a  gift  of  S20.00,  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  music,  making  a  total  of  $145.00  which  has 
been  received  for  this  purpose  since  the  fire. 

One  of  the  most  notable  gifts  that  has  been  received  since 
the  fire  was  the  collection  of  music  belonging  to  the  Boston 
Music  Company.  This  included  over  four  hundred  bound  vol- 
umes and  thousands  of  pieces  of  sheet  music,  and  constituted 
their  circulating  library  of  music  in  Boston.  They  decided  to 
discontinue  this  feature  of  their  business.,  and  through  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Julius  Weber,  the  entire  collection  was  pre- 
sented to  this  Library. 

The  interest  taken  by  Mr.  Weber  in  the  music  collection  of 
the  Library  has  never  flagged.  It  was  solely  through  his  good 
offices  that  we  received  the  donation  above  mentioned,  and 
he  has  also  been  instrumental  in  inducing  others  to  contribute 
to  this  department  of  the  Library.  His  advice  and  assistance 
have  been  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit,  and  constitute  one 
of  the  most  valuable  gifts  this  Library  has  ever  received. 

Printing  and  Binding 

Nearly  all  of  the  new  books  added  to  the  Library  are  listed 
in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  which  is  issued  about  the  fifteenth 
of  each  month.  Most  of  the  issues  have  contained,  in  addition 
to  the  new  books,  special  reading  lists  on  topics  of  general 
interest.  For  a  few  months  the  experiment  of  issuing  short 
lists  of  new  books  on  single  sheets  at  intervals  of  about  ten 
days  was  tried,  but  there  proved  to  be  practically  no  demand 
for  these.  Xo  finding  lists  have  been  issued,  but  one  covering 
the  electrical  books  in  the  Library  has  been  prepared,  which 
we  hope  to  publish  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  now  some  excellent  devices  on  the  market  for 
printing  short  lists,  simple  forms,  etc..  and  if  we  possessed  a 
good  machine  of  this  kind  we  should  be  able  to  do  much  more 
in  the  way  of  exploiting  the  contents  of  the  Library  by  turn- 
ing out  short  special  lists  in  quantities  for  general  distribution. 

During  the  year  9.065  volumes  were  sent  to  the  bindery,  an 
increase  of  429  volumes  over  last  year's  record.  When  we 
consider  that  the  circulation  is  more  than  seven  times  as  great 
as  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  Librarv,  it  seems  remarkable 
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that  the  figures  are  so  low.  There  will  undoubtedly  be  an 
increase  in  the  number  for  the  coming  year,  as  many  of  the 
less  popular  books  purchased  soon  after  the  fire  are  now  show- 
ing signs  of  wear,  and  our  circulation  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  miserable  paper  and  binding  which  characterize  many 
of  the  new  books  are  also  to  a  great  extent  accountable  for 
the  large  number  that  are  sent  to  the  bindery. 

Bids  were  asked  for  the  binding  for  the  coming  year,  and 
fche  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Hicks-Judd  Company,  who 
were  the  lowest  bidders.  The  cost  for  binding  is  now  consider- 
ably higher  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  price 
of  materials  and  labor. 

Circulation 

There  were  circulated  last  year  from  the  Main  Library, 
Branches  and  Deposit  Stations  719,995  volumes.  This  is  an 
increase  of  111,029  volumes,  eighteen  per  cent,  over  tne  pre- 
vious year.  While  it  is  a  smaller  gain  than  has  been  shown 
for  two  years  past,  it  nevertheless  represents  a  very  substan- 
tial increase  in  the  use  of  the  Library.  As  the  total  number 
of  volumes  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  98,499,  each  book  was 
loaned  an  average  of  7.3  times.  This  high  percentage  of  use 
per  volume  accounts  for  the  large  number  sent  to  the  bindery. 

The  increase  and  decrease  in  circulation  was  distributed  as 
follows : 

Increase  Decrease 


Main  Library    19,485 

Branch  No.  1   .   3,107 

Branch  No.  2    8,594 

Branch  No.  3    12,967 

Branch  No.  4   5,834 

Branch  No.  5  (Oct.  29  to  June  30)   79,643 

Branch  No.  6    9,376 

Station  A    718 

Station  B    4,008 

Station  C    427 

Station  D    1,115 

Station  E    149 

Station  F    1,582 

Station  G   .•   321 

Station  H    1,184 

Station  I  (Jan.  13  to  June  30)   3,262 

Station  J  (Mar.  17  to  June  30)   2,597 

Station  K  (Apr.  4  to  June  30)   2,688 


Total  133,998  22,969 


Net  increase   111,029 


Branch  No.  1  was  closed  for  the  first  thirteen  days  of  July, 
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on  account  of  moving  to  the  new  location  on  Valencia  Street, 
and  this  fully  accounts  for  the  decrease  shown  above. 

The  decrease  at  Branch  No.  2  is  larger  than  that  of  last  year, 
and  is  16,639  below  the  figures  for  1907-08.  The  apparently 
large  increase  at  Branch  No.  3  is  due  to  the  fact  that  last 
year's  report  covered  but  eight  months,  this  Branch  having 
been  opened  in  November,  1908.  Branch  No.  4  continues  to 
show  a  steady  increase,  and  was  apparently  unaffected  by  the 
opening  of  Branch  No.  5.  The  circulation  at  Branch  No.  6 
has  fallen  off  more  than  at  any  other  point.  Last  year  the 
decrease  was  9,376,  and  the  previous  year  8,896,  making  the 
total  circulation  last  year  18,272  less  than  in  1907-08.  Station 
E  (South  San  Francisco)  is  the  only  one  showing  a  loss  for 
each  of  the  last  two  years. 

The  percentage  of  fiction  circulated  was  lower  at  the  Main 
Library  than  at  any  of  the  Branches,  and  was  higher  at  Branch 
No.  1  than  anywhere  else,  except  the  Deposit  Stations.  By 
consulting  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report,  showing  the 
classified  circulation,  you  will  notice  that  the  difference  in  the 
adult  fiction  circulation  between  the  Main  Library  and  Branch 
No.  1  amounts  to  over  22  per  cent.  The  space  available  at 
the  Deposit  Stations  is  usually  limited,  making  it  impracti- 
cable to  send  out  books  that  are  not  in  great  demand,  and  for 
this  reason  the  collection  is  very  largely  made  up  of  fiction, 
which  accounts  for  the  high  percentage  of  fiction  circulation. 

Reference  Department 

Statistics  of  circulation  give  a  very  incomplete  record  of  the 
use  of  the  Library  by  the  public.  They  show  partially  to  what 
extent  it  is  used  for  purposes  of  recreation,  but  they  tell 
nothing  of  its  use  by  the  thousands  of  people  who  come  to  the 
Library  each  year  for  purposes  of  study  as  well  as  recreation. 
The  use  of  the  Reference  Room  has  increased  greatly  with 
the  increase  in  our  facilities,  which  are  still  all  too  small  for 
the  demands  made  upon  us.  The  work  is  much  more  difficult 
than  it  would  be  if  we  had  a  larger  collection  of  books  to  draw 
upon,  for  it  often  requires  a  longer  search  to  find  the  required 
material.  We  are  adding  each  year  new  and  valuable  works 
to  this  department,  but  the  more  expensive  aids  are  awaiting  a 
larger  appropriation.  The  tables  which  were  railed  off  from 
the  others  and  reserved  for  ladies  have  been  much  used,  and 
many  more  ladies  are  availing  themselves  of  the  resources  of 
the  department  than  was  formerly  the  case.  The  special  lists 
which  appear  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  are  compiled  by  the 
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head  of  the  department,  and  much  has  been  done  in  the  way 
of  making  card  indexes,  book  lists,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the 
attendants.  No  attempt  is  made  to  keep  a  record  of  the 
visitors  to  this  department,  nor  of  the  books  used,  but  the 
room  is  nearly  always  well  filled  and  often  it  is  crowded.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  several 
patrons  have  made  it  a  special  point  to  express  their  appreci- 
ation of  the  assistance  rendered  them  in  this  department. 

Catalogue  Department 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  equipment  of  this  depart- 
ment has  been  made,  which  adds  to  the  ease  and  facility  of 
handling  the  work.  Two  of  the  double  shelf  stacks  formerly 
in  use  in  the  basement  of  Branch  No.  2  were  installed,  and 
these  with  some  special  shelving  for  reference  books  provide 
ample  shelf-room.  A  new  twelve  tray  cabinet  for  holding  the 
subject-heading  cards  were  purchased,  and  a  nine  double- 
drawer  cabinet,  formerly  in  use  in  the  Accession  Department 
was  moved  to  the  Catalogue  Room  to  hold  the  shelf-list  cards. 
When  Branch  No.  1  was  moved  to  its  present  location,  new 
tables  were  provided,  and  three  of  the  old  tables,  together  with 
an  old  desk,  were  utilized  in  the  Catalogue  Department.  Four 
electric  lights  on  cords,  two  new  desk-chairs  and  an  additional 
truck  have  also  been  provided. 

The  work  for  the  year  included  the  cataloguing  and  prep- 
aration of  the  books  for  Branch  No.  5  and  for  three  new 
deposit  stations  in  addition  to  the  regular  work.  Copying  on 
slips  all  the  subject-headings  in  use  in  the  public  catalogue 
was  an  undertaking  requiring  a  great  deal  of  time,  but  which 
has  proved  to  be  well  worth  while.  Formerly  it  was  necessary 
for  the  cataloguers  to  come  down  stairs  every  time  it  became 
necessary  to  ascertain  whether  a  subject-heading  had  been 
previously  assigned,  now  the  entire  list  is  in  the  catalogue 
room  and  can  be  consulted  without  an  instant's  loss  of  time. 
In  addition  to  the  subject-headings  in  use  in  our  own  cata- 
logue, the  A.  L.  A.  list  in  use  by  the  Library  of  Congress  was 
copied,  furnishing  a  most  useful  guide.  The  Library  of  Con- 
gress cards  are  now  ordered  in  advance  for  all  branch  books 
as  well  as  for  those  for  the  Main  Library,  the  order  for  cards 
being  sent  at  the  same  time  as  the  order  for  the  books.  The 
typewriter  is  employed  for  practically  all  records  where  Con- 
gress cards  cannot  be  used. 

Experience  has  proved  that  biographies  of  musicians  and 
artists  are  generally  of  much  greater  use  when  classified  with 
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the  works  on  music  and  art  than  they  are  under  biography, 
and  for  that  reason  those  that  were  classified  as  biography 
are  being  changed  to  the  subject  of  music  or  art. 

The  use  of  the  colon  in  the  book  number  has  been  aban- 
doned, except  in  fiction,  and  letters  have  been  substituted., 
as  it  is  practically  impossible  to  secure  an  alphabetical 
arrangement  within  the  classes  by  the  use  of  the  colon.  The 
number  of  volumes  of  fiction  is  so  large,  however,  that  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  make  the  change.  A  number  of  large 
libraries  have  dispensed  with  the  call  number  for  fiction  al- 
together, depending  entirely  upon  author  and  title  to  locate 
the  book.  A  list  of  all  the  books  in  the  Library  on  theoretical 
and  applied  electricity,  with  the  allied  subjects  of  telegraphy, 
telephony,  electrometallurgy,  electrochemistry  and  radio- 
activity has  been  practically  completed  and  can  very  shortly 
be  made  ready  for  the  printer.  This  has  necessitated  a  thor- 
ough revision  of  each  class,  in  some  cases  a  very  considerable 
expansion  of  the  classification,  and  much  recataloguing.  Be- 
fore the  special  lists  which  appear  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin 
are  printed,  the  classification  is  gone  over  very  carefully.,  in 
order  to  secure  accuracy  before  publishing  in  permanent  form. 
The  public  card  catalogue  has  increased  in  size,  until  it  now 
requires  nine  sections  of  18  trays  each  to  hold  it.  Its  increased 
use  by  the  patrons  of  the  Library  is  very  noticeable. 

There  were  22.^^6  titles  catalogued  during  the  year,  divided 
as  follows : 

Xew      Additional    Replacement  Total 
Titles         Copies  Copies 

Main  Library    4.707  2.210  427  7,344 

Branches    11.425  2.744  1.023  15.192 

Total    16,132  4,954  1,450  22,536 

As  there  are  but  four  employees  in  this  department,  includ- 
ing the  Head  Cataloguer,  the  average  number  of  titles  per 
person  is  5,634.  These  figures,  of  course,  do  not  represent  all 
the  work  done  in  the  department.  There  is  an  immense 
amount  of  revision,  proofreading,  etc.,  which  cannot  be  shown 
by  means  of  figures. 

Branches 

On  July  14th,  Branch  Xo.  1  was  opened  to  the  public  in 
the  new  quarters,  at  1207  Valencia  Street.  The  change  from 
the  ding}-  crowded  room  on  Twenty-third  Street  was  a  great 
relief  to  both  the  public  and  the  start.  There  were  1,962  vol- 
umes added  to  this  Branch,  and  1,292  volumes  withdrawn, 
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leaving  a  net  gain  of  670  and  a  total  of  10,235.  On  an  average 
each  volume  in  the  Branch  collection  circulated  13  times.  But 
for  the  closing  of  this  Branch  for  the  first  13  days  of  July, 
it  would  have  shown  a  slight  gain  in  circulation  over  last  year, 
instead  of  a  loss  of  3,017. 

There  were  1,769  volumes  added  to  the  collection  at  Branch 
No.  2  and  679  withdrawn,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  1,090,  and  a 
total  of  8,482.  In  spite  of  this  considerable  addition  to  the 
number  of  volumes  in  the  Branch,  nearly  13  per  cent,  the 
circulation  dropped  from  96,383  to  87,789,  a  loss  of  8,594.  On 
an  average,  each  volume  in  the  Branch  circulated  10  times. 

A  large  number  of  books  in  the  Italian  language  have  been 
added  to  the  collection  at  Branch  No.  3,  owing  to  the  great 
number  of  Italian  residents  in  that  section  of  the  city.  During 
the  year  there  were  1,488  volumes  of  all  classes  added  to  this 
Branch,  and  8  volumes  withdrawn,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  1,480, 
and  a  total  of  4,198.  The  circulation  for  the  year  was  40,338, 
the  percentage  of  fiction  being  72.7,  nearly  8  per  cent  lower 
than  at  any  other  branch.  On  an  average,  each  volume  in  the 
Branch  collection  circulated  9  times. 

Although  an  effort  has  been  made,  no  more  commodious 
quarters  have  as  yet  been  secured  for  Branch  No.  4.  The 
room  now  in  use  is  very  crowded,  making  it  uncomfortable 
for  the  patrons  and  the  attendants.  The  Richmond  District  is 
growing  very  rapidly,  and  we  need  a  building  with  a  much 
greater  capacity.  The  circulation  is  more  than  one-third 
greater  than  at  Branch  No.  3,  with  barely  half  the  space. 
More  books  could  be  used  to  good  advantage  in  this  Branch, 
but  at  present  there  is  no  place  to  put  them.  There  were  1,497 
volumes  added  and  552  withdrawn,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  945, 
and  a  total  of  4,956.  On  an  average,  each  volume  in  the 
Branch  collection  circulated  13  times. 

The  building  for  Branch  No.  5,  on  Page  Street,  near  Cole 
Street,  was  completed  in  October,  and  was  opened  for  the 
circulation  of  books  on  the  29th  of  that  month.  This  part  of 
the  city  is  densely  populated,  and  the  Branch  has  been  well 
patronized  from  the  start.  The  building  is  light  and  airy,  and 
exceedingly  attractive  and  comfortable.  The  Branch  was 
opened  with  about  4,000  volumes  on  the  shelves,  and  the  first 
month's  circulation  was  over  9,000.  It  now  contains  6,604 
volumes,  and  the  circulation  is  larger  than  at  any  other 
Branch  except  Branch  No.  1.  During  the  8  months  this 
Branch  has  been  open,  each  volume  in  the  collection  has  circu- 
lated an  average  of  12  times. 
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Two  years  ago  additional  shelving  was  placed  in  Branch 
No.  6  to  relieve  the  congestion.  It  is  now  necessary  to  still 
further  increase  the  shelf  space  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
new  volumes  which  are  being  added  to  the  collection.  If  the 
funds  were  available,  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  the 
building  some  25  feet  at  the  rear,  as  there  is  ample  ground 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  additional  space  is  greatly  needed. 
There  were  1,743  volumes  added,  and  877  withdrawn,  leav- 
ing a  net  gain  of  866,  and  a  total  of  9,579.  This  Branch  showed 
a  loss  of  9,376  in  circulation,  dropping  from  111,543  to  102,167. 
On  an  average,  each  volume  in  the  Branch  collection  circu- 
lated 10  times. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  all  the  Branches  was  44,054,  or 
45  per  cent  of  the  total  number  in  the  Library  system.  The 
combined  circulation  of  the  Branches  was  507,092,  or  70  per 
cent  of  the  entire  circulation. 

Deposit  Stations 

Three  new  stations  were  opened  during  the  year,  Station  I, 
at  2550  San  Bruno  Avenue;  Station  J,  at  1874  Union  Street, 
and  Station  K,  at  4564  Mission  Street.  This  makes  11  stations 
which  are  now  in  operation.  Station  B  in  the  Potrero  had  the 
largest  circulation  and  the  largest  increase  for  the  year.  The 
number  of  volumes  loaned  from  this  Station  was  8,782,  an  in- 
crease of  4,008  over  the  previous  year.  The  large  circulation 
from  this  Station  is  due  to  the  gift  of  447  volumes  from  the 
Potrero  Women's  Club,  on  the  condition  that  the  volumes 
should  be  kept  at  Station  B.  Station  D,  Sunset  District,  shows 
a  loss  of  1,115  in  circulation,  which  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  Station.  Stations  J  and  K,  which  have  but  recently  been 
opened,  are  showing  a  larger  circulation  than  any  of  the  older 
Stations,  the  record  for  June  being  more  than  double  that  of 
most  of  the  others. 

The  circulation  of  all  the  Stations  was  52,387,  or  7  per 
cent  of  the  total  circulation  of  the  Library. 

The  Staff 

Exclusive  of  Deposit  Stations  keepers  and  those  employed 
in  looking  after  the  buildings,  there  are  on  the  staff,  including 
pages,  39  employees  on  full  time  and  11  on  part  time,  amount- 
ing to  an  equivalent  of  45  people  on  full  time. 

Examinations  for  applicants  for  positions  in  the  Library 
were  held  the  last  of  January  and  the  first  of  February.  Of 
the  20  candidates  who  took  the  examinations,  12  passed,  but 
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only  9  of  these  completed  the  test  by  taking  the  probation- 
ary work. 

The  popularity  and  usefulness  of  the  Library  are  largely 
dependent  upon  the  members  of  the  staff,  whom  I  desire  to 
commend  for  efficient  and  conscientious  service.  Whatever 
measure  of  success  the  Library  has  enjoyed  is  largely  due  to 
their  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  R.  WATSON, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  VII 

%i&t  of  2Bonor£,  1909=19X0 

Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia;  C.  F.  Adams;  Adelaide  (Australia), 
Government  Geologist;  Aeronautic  Society;  Ahma  Publishing  Co.;  Aluminum  Com- 
pany of  America;  American  Antiquarian  Society;  American  Irish  Historical  Society; 
American  Library  Association;  American  Peace  Society;  American  Peace  &  Arbi- 
tration League;  American  Radiator  Co.;  American  School  of  Home  Economics; 
Amherst  College;  Andover  Seminary  Library;  Anspacher,  J.;  Anti-Jap  Laundry 
League;  Architectural  League  of  the  Pacific  Coast;  Arctowski,  Henryk;  Armour  In- 
stitute of  Technology;  Armstrong  Cork  Co.;  Arrillaga,  S.;  Asiatic  Exclusion  League; 
Association  for  International  Conciliation;  Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presidents; 
Audubon  Society  of  California;  Australia,  Woods  and  Forest  Department;  Western 
Australia,  Registrar-General;  Barry,  William  H. ;  Bates  College;  Beasley,  T.  D. ; 
Beer,  William;  Bell,  W.  G. ;  Bennett,  Sanford;  Bird,  M.  F.;  Birmingham 
(England),  Free  Libraries;  Bishop,  Mrs.  Thomas  B.;  Boston,  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts;  Boston,  Public  Library;  Boston,  Statistics  Bureau;  Boston  Music  Company; 
Boston  Port  &  Seamen's  Aid  Society;  Bowdoin  College;  Boyd,  Hon.  Colin  M. ; 
Branch,  Mrs.;  Branson,  I.  R. ;  Brewer,  C.  L. ;  British  Consul-General;  Bromwell, 
Miss  H.  E. ;  Brooklyn,  Public  Library;  Brooks,  Mrs.  G.  W. ;  Buckingham,  H.; 
Buenos  Ayres,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Statistics  and  Rural  Economy;  Buffalo,  Pub- 
lic Library;  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association;  Burbank,  F.  W. ;  Calcutta,  Imperial 
Library;  California,  Building  and  Loan  Commissioners;  California,  Development 
Board;  California,  Insurance  Department;  California,  Secretary  of  State;  California, 
i  State  Board  of  Architecture;  California,  State  Library;  California,  State  Mining 
Bureau;  California  Academy  of  Sciences;  California  Eclectic  Medical  College;  Cali- 
fornia Weekly;  Cambridge,  Water  Board;  Canada,  Census  and  Statistics  Office;  Can- 
ada, Department  of  Mines;  Capelle,  Robert;  Cardiff,  City  of;  Carnahan,  _  Mrs. 
M.  S.  M. ;  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching;  Carnegie  In- 
stitution of  Washington;  Carnegie  Institute,  Department  of  Fine  Arts;  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh;  Carroll,  John  J.;  Casson,  Herbert  N. ;  Castilleja  School; 
Cedar  Rapids,  Public  Library;  Chicago,  City  Council;  Chicago,  Public  Library; 
Chicago,  Bureau  of  Statistics;  Chicago  Historical  Society;  Chicago  Tuberculosis  In- 
stitute; Christadelphians  of  Oakland;  Christian  Science  Distribution  Committee; 
Citizens'  Club  of  Chehalis,  Washington;  City  Club  of  Chicago;  City  of  Westminster, 
Public  Libraries;  Clapp,  R.  E. ;  Clarke,  D.  L. ;  Clawsey,  Miss  Florence;  Clawsey, 
Mrs.  L. ;  Cleveland,  Board  of  Public  Service;  Cleveland,  Public  Library;  Coats,  M.  C. ; 
Columbia  University;  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts;  Concord,  Free  Library; 
Confederate  Memorial  Literary  Society;  Contra  Costa  County,  Board  of  Supervisors; 
Crosby  Steam  Gage  &  Valve  Company;  Crowley,  Mr.  V.;  Curtaz,  Benjamin  &  Son; 
Dahse,  Miss  Johanna;  Dartmouth  College;  Davis,  A.  B. ;  Davis,  Hon.  Horace; 
Davis,  Mrs.  M.  E.;  Dayton,  Public  Library;  Debar,  Joseph;  Dennison,  Mrs.  E.  W. ; 
Denver,  Public  Library;  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad;  Des  Moines,  Auditor;  Des 
Moines,  Public  Library;  Detroit,  Public  Library;  Deutsche  Bank,  Berlin;  Disi,  Mrs. 
A.;  District  of  Columbia,  Public  Library;  Dowling,  Miss  M.  C. ;  Drew,  George  G. ; 
Duncan,  Mrs.  L.  E. ;  Dupuy,  Professor  Edward;  Dupuy,  Herbert;  Eckert,  William 
H. ;  Edwards,  Francis;  El  Paso  Herald;  Electrochemical  &  Metallurgical  Industry; 
Elynski,  C;  Engineering  Record;  Erie,  Public  Library;  Evanston,  Public  Library; 
Farnsworth,  E.  C. ;  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company;  Field  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory; Fisher,  Miss  Jane  (Miller);  Fitzgerald,  W.  T.  &  Company;  Fletcher  Free 
Library;  Flinn,  W.  D. ;  Foote  Mineral  Company;  Francsek,  Paul;  Frank,  Charles; 
Fresno,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Friends'  Free  Library  and  Reading-Room,  German- 
town;  Gary,  Public  Library;  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Draughtsmen  of  the 
City  of  New  York;  Gerberding,  Mrs.  Elizabeth;  Grand  Rapids,  Public  Library; 
Green,  S.  A.;  Greer,  Mrs.  A.  T. ;  Griswold,  S.  M. ;  Grosvenor  Library;  Guerin,  Mrs. 
F.  W.;  Hall,  R.  C. ;  Miss  Harker's  School;  Harris,  J.  H.;  Hartford,  Public  Library; 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary;  Harvard  School  for  Boys;  Harvard  University; 
Harvard  University  Library;  Hawley,  F.  B.;  Hayes,  Hon.  E.  A.;  Heber,  Mrs.  N.  L.; 
Hebrew  Union  College;  Menry,  M.  ML;  Herring,  Frances  E.;  Hoar,  Geo.  F.;  Hol- 
laday,  Mrs.  S.  W.;  Homan,  J.  A.;  Howard,  Mrs.  E.  Shafter;  Illinois,  Geological 
Survey;  Illinois,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics;  Imperial-Japanese  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce;  Indian  Rights  Association;  Intercollegiate  Association  of  the 
U.  S;  Iowa,  State  Library;  Irrigation  Magazine;  Irwin,  Theodore  J.;  Isthmian 
Canal  Commission;  Jewett,  Miss  Fidelia;  John  Crerar  Library;  Joseph  Fels  Fund 
of  America;  Joy,  Miss  E.;  Jubilee  Incubator  Company;  Juneau,  High  School;  Kahn, 
Hon.  Julius;  Kansas  City,  Board  of  Education;  Kansas,  State  Board  of  Agriculture; 
King,  C.  H. ;  Koreshan  Unity  Co-operative;  Laboratory  Company,  Norway  Lake,  Me.; 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of  the  Indian  and  Other  Dependent  Peoples; 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference  on  International  Arbitration;  Leland  Stanford  Junior  Uni- 
versity; Leszynsky,  Mrs.  H.  L.;  Lewis,  N.  P.;  Lewis  Institute;  Library  Company 
of  Philadelphia;  Lilly,  the  Charles  H.  Company;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Los  Angeles,  Municipal  Art  Commission;  Louisville,  Free  Public  Library; 
Ludloff,  Richard;  McAllister,  Mrs.  Julian;  McCasland,  C.  O.;  McCormick  Neuro- 
logical College;  McDonough  Company,  Joseph;  McMurdo,  George;  Maffet,  G.  W. ; 
Manning,  W. ;  Massachusetts  Historical  Society;  Massachusetts  Horticulture  Society; 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology;   Maubec,  Charles;    Means,  James;  Mechanics- 
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Mercantile  Library:  Merchants'  Association  of  New  York;  Merchants'  Association  of 
San  Francisco;  Michigan,  State  Normal  College;  Millard,  Dr.;  Milwaukee,  Public 
Library;  Minneapolis,  Board  of  Park  Commissioners;  Minneapolis  Public  Library; 
Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railway  Company;  Mitchell,  Miss  Daisy;  Moffatt,  R. 
Burnham;  Moon,  James  H.;  Morgan,  Dr.  G.  F.  G. ;  Morgenthal,  Mrs.;  Murphy, 
Joseph;  Moss,  Dr.  J.  Mora;  Nagai,  Matzazo;  Nashville,  Carnegie  Library;  National 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  National  Association  of  Surviving  Union 
Volunteer  Officers  of  the  Civil  War;  National  Business  League  of  America;  National 
Education  Association;  National  Lumber  Manufacturers'  Association;  National  Muni- 
cipal League;  National  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Industrial  Education;  New 
Bedford,  City  Clerk;  New  Bedford,  Free  Public  Library;  New  Orleans,  Public 
Library;  New  York  City,  Art  Commission;  New  York  City,  Department  of  Edu- 
cation; New  York  City,  Public  Library;  New  York,  Public  Service  Commission; 
New  York,  Commissioners  for  Detecting  and  Defeating  Conspiracies  in  the  State  of 
New  York;  New  York,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture;  New  York  State,  Education  De- 
partment; New  York  State  Hospital  for  the  Care  of  Crippled  and  Deformed  Children; 
New  York  State,  Library  School;  New  York  State,  School  for  the  Blind;  New  York, 
Secretary  of  State;  New  York,  Water  Supply  Commission;  New  York  Farmers; 
New  York  Historical  Society;  New  York  Hospital,  Governors  of;  New  York  Tax 
Reform  Association;  New  York  University;  Newberry  Library;  Newton,  City  of, 
Public  Library;  Nimmo,  D.  C. ;  North  Dakota,  Department  of  Public  Instruction; 
Northern  Pacific  Railway;  Northwestern  University;  Oakland,  Free  Library;  Occi- 
dental College;  O'Grady,  Mrs.  M. ;  Ohio  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution;  Oregon 
Historical  Society;  Orth,  Mr.  John;  Osaka,  Library;  Otis  Library;  Overseas  Com- 
pendium Company;  Pacific  Aero  Club;  Parri,  Mrs.  E. ;  Peabody  Institute;  Peace 
Society  of  the  City  of  New  York;  Penn  Publishing  Company;  Pennsylvania  Free 
Library  Commission;  Pennsylvania  Prison  Society;  Peoria,  Public  Library;  Peruvian 
Consul;  Phelan,  Hon.  James  D. ;  Philadelphia,  Free  Library;  Philippine  Islands, 
Weather  Bureau;  Phillips  Exeter  Academy;  Philopolis;  Portland,  Library  Associ- 
ation; Portland  Commercial  Club;  Potrero  Women's  Club;  Pratt  Institute;  Pratt 
Institute  Free  Library;  Princeton  University;  Providence,  Public  Library;  Randall, 
Mrs.  H.  W. ;  Raymond,  G.  L. ;  Reading,  Board  of  Water  Commissioners;  Reisinger, 
Hugo;  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute;  Reymershoffer,  Charles;  Ringe,  R.  H.; 
Rosner,  D.  G. ;  Royal  Society  of  Canada;  Saint  Andrews  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  St.  Joseph,  Public  Library;  St.  Louis,  City  Auditor;  St.  Louis,  Public  Library; 
St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association;  St.  Mary's  Academy;  St.  Paul,  Public 
Library;  Salem,  Public  Library;  Salt  Lake  Tribune  Publishing  Company;  San  Fran- 
cisco, Auditor;  San  Francisco,  City  Attorney;  San  Francisco,  Coroner;  San  Fran- 
cisco, State  Normal  School;  San  Francisco,  Board  of  Supervisors;  San  Francisco 
Musical  Club;  San  Francisco  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals; 
Santa  Clara  College;  Santa  Fe  Employees'  Magazine;  Santa  Maria,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Scranton,  Public  Library;  Schlapp,  George;  Seattle,  Public  Library;  Settle- 
ment Association  of  Houston,  Texas;  Severance,  Miss  Mary  F;  Shepherd  Memorial 
Committee;  Silk  Association  of  America;  Silvin,  Edward;  Simplified  Spelling  Board; 
Smithsonian  Institution;  Society  of  California  Pioneers;  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in 
the  State  of  Ohio;  Society  of  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick;  Sprague,  H.  13.; 
Springfield,  City  Library  Association;  Springfield,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics;  Stan- 
dard Oil  Company;  Stayner,  C.  F. ;  Stearns,  Mrs.  S.  J.;  Stewart,  Dr.  H.  J.;  Still 
College  of  Osteopathy;  Superior,  Public  Library;  Sydney,  Immigration  and  Tourist 
Bureau;  Syracuse,  Public  Library;  Tacoma,  Public  Library;  Taffinder,  Mrs.  A  H.; 
Tanner,  Dr.  H.  S. ;  Taylor,  C.  F. ;  Taylor,  Hon.  Edward  R. ;  Tingley,  Mrs.  Kath- 
erine;  Tipografia  Nacional,  Guatemala;  Tojetti,  Mme.  Emilia;  Tokyo,  Imperial  Uni- 
versity; Tomlinson,  E.  T. ;  Toronto,  Public  Library;  Towle  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany; Tree,  Lambert;  Trenor,  Thomas;  Tufts  College;  Union  College;  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  American  Ethnology;  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census;  U.  S.  Civil  Service 
Commission;  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey;  U.  S.  Commerce  and  Labor  Depart- 
ment; U.  S.  Superintendent  of  Documents;  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education;  U.  S. 
General  Land  Office;  U.  S.  Geological  Survey;  U.  S.  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission; U.  S.  Bureau  of  Manufacture;  U.  S.  Navy  Department;  U.  S.  Reclamation 
Service;  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Statistics;  U.  S.  Steamboat-Inspection  Service;  United 
States  Brewers'  Association;  United  States  Mortgage  and  Trust  Company;  Universite 
Egyptienne;  University  Club;  University  of  California;  University  of  Chicago;  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois;  University  of  Maryland;  University  of  Minnesota  Library;  Uni- 
versity of  Missouri  Library;  University  of  Nashville;  University  of  Nebraska;  Uni- 
ersity  of  Southern  California;  University  of  Vermont  and  Agricultural  College;  Uni- 
ersity  of  California  Press;  Urbana,  State  Geological  Survey;  Utica,  Public  Library; 
Vecki,  Marion;  Vordermarker,  William;  Waddell,  William;  Walker,  T.  B.;  Warner 
&  Swasey  Company;  Washington,  State  Library;  Washington  University;  Wa-Wan 
Press;  Webster  Theological  Seminary;  Weibel,  Arnold;  Wellington,  Registrar  Gen- 
eral; Wellington,  Department  of  Tourist  and  Health  Resorts;  Wesley,  William  & 
Son;  Wesleyan  University;  Western  Theological  Seminary;  Williams,  Winfield  S. ; 
Winnipeg,  King's  Printer;  Wisconsin  Historical  Society;  Woman's  Pennsylvania  So- 
ciety for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals;  Worcester,  Free  Public  Library; 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute;  World's  Columbian  Exposition;  #  Yale  University; 
Yamaguchi  Public  Library;  Zimmermann,  Mrs.;  Anonymous  Donations,  28  pamphlets; 
Anonymous  Donations,  11  volumes. 
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BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


JOHN  H.  WISE  _  _  _  2160  Steiner  Street 

EDWARD  R.  TAYLOR    „  2326  California  Street 

JOSEPH  O'CONNOR.    ~  338  Pine  Street 

RALPH   C.   HARRISON     _  Mills  Building 

JAMES  D.  PHELAN  ~      Phelan  Building 

R.  B.  HALE   _  „  _  „    .Fifth  and  Market  Streets 

CHARLES  H.  BENTLEY   _   120  Market  Street 

MAX  C.  SLOSS   „  _  Supreme  Court 

EUSTACE   CULLINAN     _    Phelan  Building 

WASHINGTON  DODGE  Anglo  &  London  Paris  National  Bank 

MISS  LAURA  L.  McKINSTRY   _   2988  Pacific  Avenue 

THE  MAYOR,  ex-officio 
GEORGE  A.  MULLIN,  Secretary 
MISS  M.  T.  TYLER,  Assistant  Secretary 


COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 


RALPH  C.  HARRISON    Books 

JOSEPH  O'CONNOR     „  „  „  Building 

MAX  C.   SLOSS     „  _  _  _  Rules 

EDWARD  R.  TAYLOR       _  Finance 

CHARLES  H.  BENTLEY   Branches 

R.  B.  HALE  _  „  _  Municipal  Relations 

EUSTACE  CULLINAN..  „  „  Printing  and  Binding 

MAX  C.  SLOSS    „  _  _  _  _  Law 


LIBRARIAN 

ROBERT  REA 


LIBRARY  DIRECTORY 

MAIN  LIBRARY      _  .Hayes  and  Franklin  Streets 

BRANCH  No.  1— MISSION   „  1207  Valencia  Street 

BRANCH  No.  2 — McCREERY„    Sixteenth  Street,  near  Market 

BRANCH  No.  3— NORTH  BEACH   1457  Powell  Street 

BRANCH  No.  4— RICHMOND   .Ninth  Avenue,  near  Clement 

BRANCH  No.  5 — PARK.    Page  Street,  near  Cole 

BRANCH  No.  6— FILLMORE    2435   Sacramento  Street 

STATION  A,  OCEAN  VIEW   379  Capitol  Avenue 

STATION  B,  POTRERO    .Nineteenth  and  Iowa  Streets 

STATION  C,  NOE   VALLEY  1308   Castro  Street 

STATION  D,  SUNSET„  _   845  Irving  Street 

STATION  E,  SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO-   1202  Railroad  Avenue 

STATION  F,  GLEN  PARK   598  Bosworth  Street 

STATION  G,  OCEAN  SIDE    Judah  Street  and  Forty- eighth  Avenue 

STATION  H,  VISITACION  VALLEY  100  Leland  Avenue 

STATION  I,  SAN  BRUNO   _„  2598  San  Bruno  Avenue 

STATION  J,  GOLDEN  GATE  VALLEY-    3009  Fillmore  Street 

STATION  K,  EXCELSIOR  4564   Mission  Street 

STATION  L,  POLK.    1303    Polk  Street 

STATION  M,  DOWNTOWN        _  Emporium 

STATION  N,  RICHMOND  „.    2314  Clement  Street 

STATION  O,  INGLE  SIDE  _  _  422    Holloway  Avenue 

STATION  P,  BERNAL  HEIGHTS   3536  Mission  Street 

STATION  Q,  ELLIS    _     1562  Ellis  Street 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

OF  THE 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 
and  Reading  Rooms 

For  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1915 


Sfcport  of  %  flrpfittottt 

August  3,  1915. 

To  the  Honorable  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco. 

Sir: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Article  XVI,  Section  9,  of  the 
Charter,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Read- 
ing Rooms  presents  this  report  of  its  activities  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1915. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Librarian,  appended 
herewith,  cover  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  Library  in  all 
departments,  and  while  it  is  not  our  intention  to  dwell  on  the 
statistics  contained  in  those  reports,  a  few  figures  are  mentioned 
here  as  being  worthy  of  your  consideration.  A  record  of  circula- 
tion has  been  made  which  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
Library,  either  before  or  after  the  disaster  of  1906.  The  number 
of  books  circulated  number  1,098,858,  an  increase  over  last  year  of 
164,856  volumes.  During  the  year  26,091  volumes  have  been 
added  to  the  Library.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library 
is  159,763,  an  increase  of  15,403  over  last  year.  The  number 
of  cards  issued  during  the  year  is  27,181. 

The  total  number  of  cards  in  force  is  49,881,  but  the  actual 
number  of  persons  availing  themselves  of  library  privileges,  in 
one  way  or  another,  is  even  greater,  for  there  are  many  who 
use  the  reference  and  reading  rooms  who  do  not  hold  library 
cards.  The  steady  and  continual  growth  of  the  Library  indi- 
cates a  normal  and  satisfying  condition. 

The  Secretary's  report  shows  disbursements  to  the  amount  of 
$106,054.24,  distributed  as  follows : 
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Expended 


Percentage 


Books   

Periodicals   

Binding   .  „  , 

Furniture  and  improvements 

Printing  and  stationery   

Salary   

Miscellaneous   


$  26,741.27 


2,121.53 
8,114.85 
7,650.91 
2,682.77 
52,148.08 
6,594.80 


25.2 
2. 
7.7 
7.2 
2.5 

49.2 
6.2 


$106,054.24 


100. 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  nearly  35  per  cent  of  the 
total  amount  was  expended  for  books,  periodicals  and  binding. 
The  total  amount  expended  for  books  was  $26,741.27,  a  greater 
sum  than  was  ever  expended  for  books  in  any  one  year. 

The  six  branches  and  sixteen  stations  continue  to  give  ex- 
cellent service.  These  stations  and  branches  are  of  great  value, 
as  they  place  within  easy  reach  of  all  the  means  for  healthful 
recreation  and  self-improvement. 

A  feature  of  importance  which  has  been  consummated  dur- 
ing the  past  year  and  which  has  been  looked  forward  to  for 
so  many  years  is  the  construction  of  the  new  building  for  the 
Main  Library,  which  has  been  commenced.  The  block  in  the 
Civic  Center  bounded  by  Larkin,  McAllister,  Fulton  and  Hyde 
streets  is  ideal,  both  in  location  and  dimensions. 

The  excavation  and  foundation  have  been  completed  and  con- 
tracts for  the  completion  of  the  building  will  soon  be  made,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  a 
year's  time.  It  is  estimated  that  the  building,  complete,  will 
cost  about  one  million  dollars,  and  when  finished  will  be  an 
ornament  to  the  Civic  Center  and  a  credit  to  San  Francisco. 

During  the  year,  the  Richmond  Branch  Library,  on  Ninth 
avenue,  between  Geary  and  Clement  streets,  was  completed  and 
dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises.  This  branch  building  cost 
$48,910.00  and  the  entire  cost  was  paid  out  of  the  funds  donated 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie. 

The  erection  of  a  new  home  for  the  Mission  Branch  Library 
is  now  under  way.  The  new  location  is  at  Twenty-fourth  and 
Bartlett  streets  and  the  building  will  cost  about  $49,500.00.  The 
cost  of  construction  of  this  branch  will  also  be  paid  out  of  the 
Carnegie  fund. 

In  closing,  we  wish  to  express  to  the  officials  and  depart- 
ments of  the  municipality,  with  whom  we  are  brought  in  contact, 
our  gratitude  for  the  assistance  which  they  have  rendered;  also 
to  the  local  press  for  the  publicity  given  to  matters  of  interest 
pertaining  to  the  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms. 


John  H.  Wise, 

President. 


OF   THE    PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
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To  the  Trustees  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library 
and  Reading  Rooms: 

Gentlemen — Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  Receipts  and  Expend! 
tures  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1915: 


RECEIPTS 

f 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1914   

Cash  on  hand  (with  Secretary)  June  30,  1914 

Taxes  „  

Fines    ~    

Books  lost  and  paid  for  

Bindings  injured  and  paid  for    

Reserve  postals  sold  „  „  

Subscription  to  Monthly  Bulletin  

Catalogues  sold   _    

Old  newspapers  sold  „  

Refund  on  insurance  „  

Witness  fee   

Rents  Jersey  Street  flats   _  

Total  receipts   


DISBURSEMENTS 

Books   

Periodicals    

Catalogue  cards   

Printing   

Binding    „  

Stationery   

Furniture  and  repairs  

Expense,  sundry   

Fuel    „  _  

Water   „  

Insurance   „ 

Salaries   

Rent  of  branches    

Total  disbursements   

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1915  

Cash  on  hand  (with  Secretary)  June  30,  1915 


$97,472.84 
3,387.45 
216.45 
1.15 
248.05 
1.00 
.25 
33.45 
10.75 
4.00 
272.00 


$26,741.27 
2,121.53 
659.40 
2,543.23 
8,114.88 
139.54 
7,650.91 
1,918.19 
816.25 
561.36 
24.60 
52,148.08 
2,615.00 


$  39,893.75 
2T5.35 


$101,647.39 


$106,054.24 

35,475.70 
286.55 


$141,816.49 


$141,816.49 
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RECORD  OF  DELINQUENTS 


FINES 

$3,387.45 

868  Fines  uncollected,  amounting  to  

191.45 

40,937  Fines  imposed,  amounting  to —  

$3,578.90 

BOOKS  LOST  AND  BORROWERS'  CARDS 

CANCELLED 

Main  Library,       65  volumes,  amounting 

to  

$73.95 

Branch   No.     1,     9  volumes,  amounting 

to  

8.60 

Branch    No.     2,    12  volumes,  amounting 

to  

11.75 

Branch   No.     3,     3  volumes,  amounting 

to  

2.15 

Branch   No.     4,     3  volumes,  amounting 

to  

2.85 

Branch   No.     5,     8  volumes,  amounting 

to  

6.55 

Branch   No.     6,     4  volumes,  amounting 

to  

4.80 

Deposit  Stations,  15  volumes,  amounting 

to  

12.80 

Total  119  volumes,  amounting 

to  

$123.45 

BOOKS  LOST  AND  PAID 

FOR 

$216.45 

CO 
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12         REPORT   OF   THE  TRUSTEES 


Stepnrt  of  %  Stbranan 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Librarian  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915.  The  sum- 
mary of  comparative  figures  following  shows  the  progress  made 
during  the  year,  and  the  detailed  reports  of  departments,  illus- 
trated by  the  statistics,  demonstrate  the  extremely  rapid  growth 
of  the  entire  system. 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  JUNE,  1913-14,  AND  JUNE,  1914-15 


Circulation 

New  Card- 
holders 

Total  Card- 
holders 

Volumes  in 
Library 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Main  Library.... 
Branch  No.  1.... 
Mission   

240,112 
134,347 
86,888 
49,896 
86,932 
123,386 
99,849 

272,886 
149,911 
103,605 
60,561 
112,355 
141,447 
109,897 

6,308 
3,249 
1,886 
1,094 
1,738 
2,926 
2,514 

6,783 
3,533 
2,927 
1,612 
2,673 
3,205 
2,734 

11,879 
6,567 
3,886 
2,413 
3,498 
5,452 
4,861 

13,166 
6,782 
4,906 
2,707 
4,415 
6,131 
5,235 

77,242 
11,596 
10,545 
6,303 
6,794 
10,276 
10,949 

86,923 
11,603 
10,796 
6,849 
8,557 
11,223 
11,297 

Branch  No.  2.... 

McCreery 
Branch  No.  3.... 

North  Beach- 
Branch  No.  4.... 

Richmond 
Branch  No.  5.... 

Park   

Branch  No.  6.... 
Fillmore   

Deposit  stations 

112,592 

148,196 

2,889 

3,714 

5,820 

6,539 

10,65'5 

12,515 

Totals  . 

934,002 

1,098,858 

22,604 

27,181 

44,376 

49,881 

144,360 

159,763 

In  anticipation  of  larger  numbers  using  the  Library  during 
the  Exposition  year,  efforts  were  made  to  make  what  prepara- 
tion our  limited  accommodations  would  permit  to  serve  the  wants 
of  transient  readers.  A  quantity  of  descriptive  and  historical 
matter  of  general  interest  was  received  from  State  historical 
societies  and  others,  and  city  directories  were  provided  by  nearly 
all  the  leading  cities.  Members  of  commissions,  delegates  to 
conventions  and  officials  in  charge,  together  with  numbers  of 
visitors,  have  found  the  resources  of  the  collection  adequate  to 
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their  demands  and  have  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  service 
rendered,  as  well  as  the  material  supplied. 

The  fact  that  the  registration  of  borrowers  is  heavier  than 
ever  before  is  in  a  measure  due  to  the  widespread  work  with 
the  schools.  The  program  of  the  year's  work  has  laid  special 
emphasis  on  this  branch  of  extension  and  the  results  have  been 
excellent.  Books  may  be  drawn  on  teachers'  cards  at  the  branches 
as  well  as  at  the  Main  Library,  and  as  many  of  the  branch 
libraries  are  more  easily  accessible  for  a  number  of  schools,  the 
use  of  these  cards  has  increased.  The  municipal  material  which 
has  been  accumulating  is  in  good  demand  and  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  develop  this  division  to  very  useful  proportions  when  we 
are  established  in  the  new  building.  Members  of  the  force  of 
one  of  the  divisions  of  a  local  street  railroad  became  cardholders, 
and  books  have  been  issued  to  them  collectively.  One  of  the  com- 
pany's officers  makes  a  selection  of  the  books  to  be  drawn  on 
these  cards  and  the  transportation  is  undertaken  at  the  com- 
pany's expense.  The  books  are  carefully  used  and  punctually 
returned.  No  loss  or  inconvenience  has  been  suffered  by  the 
Library  and  the  books  are  much  appreciated  by  the  men.  That 
this  experiment  has  been  conducted  so  satisfactorily  proves  what 
might  be  accomplished  on  a  more  liberal  scale  in  this  field. 

With  the  prospect  of  at  least  another  year  spent  in  the  tem- 
porary building,  it  will  be  impossible  to  find  shelf  room  for  the 
number  of  new  books  added  to  the  collection  monthly.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  stacks  were  installed  in  the  last  available 
space  and  are  already  entirely  filled.  The  crowding  has  made 
it  necessary  to  shift  continually  and  some  material  has  not  been 
shelved  at  all,  but  removed  to  the  fireproof  basements  of  the 
branch  libraries  for  storage,  in  order  that  more  important  works 
may  find  shelf  room.  The  greatest  difficulty  has  been  experi- 
enced in  the  conduct  of  the  music  department.  This  depart- 
ment has  received  such  wide  publicity,  both  through  the  press 
and  musicians,  that  the  demand  on  it  is  always  very  heavy  and 
this  year  so  many  visiting  musicians  have  made  use  of  the  col- 
lection we  have  felt  the  need  for  a  music  room  more  than  ever. 

Unusually  heavy-  attendance  for  the  spring  and  summer 
months  has  kept  the  reference  and  reading  rooms  as  crowded 
as  during  the  rainy  season.  It  is  becoming  more  difficult  to 
find  seats  for  all  the  readers  who  fill  these  rooms.  Attention 
has  been  centered  on  the  juvenile  department,  both  at  the  Main 
Library  and  the  branches,  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  collec- 
tions and  bring  them  more  up-to-date  and  to  admit  of  more 
progressive  development  of  this  branch  of  the  work.  Improve- 
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is  a  great  convenience  to  students  and  to  craftsmen  whose 
occupations  call  for  the  use  of  these  books. 

The  additions  to  the  sets  of  colonial  and  state  archives, 
publications  of  state  historical  societies  and  revolutionary- 
rosters  greatly  increase  the  facilities  for  readers  whose  inter- 
est is  along  the  lines  of  local  or  family  history.  The  growth 
and  quality  of  the  general  collection  of  books,  as  well  as 
those  bought  for  this  department,  make  it  possible  for  readers 
and  students  to  follow  special  lines  of  research. 

Duplicate  copies  of  local  guide  books  and  works  on  Cali- 
fornia, its  climate,  history,  resources,  and  industries  were  pur- 
chased early  this  year.  These  volumes,  with  a  selection  of 
maps  and  pamphlets  are  conveniently  placed  for  the  use  of 
transient  readers. 

In  order  to  avoid  loss  of  time,  the  out-of-town  papers  were 
shifted  from  the  upper  deck  of  the  stack  and  placed  by  the 
reference  room  door.  The  current  month's  issues  are  kept 
in  temporary  covers,  and  in  their  present  location  it  is  pos- 
sible to  serve  the  increasing  number  of  newspaper  readers 
without  delay. 

As  the  books  on  the  shelves  in  the  reference  room  are 
subjected  to  extremely  heavy  wear,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
rebind  fifty-one  volumes  during  the  past  year.  All  publica- 
tions containing  European  news  or  discussions  of  war  topics 
pass  through  many  hands  during  the  first  month  of  service, 
with  the  result  that  copies  of  magazines  used  at  the  reading 
tables  are  often  unfit  for  binding.  The  issues  of  the  London 
"Times"  containing  casualty  lists  have  been  completely  worn 
out. 

The  active  demand  for  material  relating  to  the  European 
war  has  not  been  limited  to  the  conflict  and  its  causes,  but 
the  development  of  new  industries  rising  directly  from  war 
conditions  has  been  felt  in  the  amount  of  research  done  along 
the  lines  of  chemical  technology,  medical  botany,  and  soil 
investigation. 

The  use  of  the  Library  by  the  municipal  offices  has  increased 
steadily;  and,  as  in  the  past,  the  local  newspapers  are  in  con- 
stant touch  with  this  department.  The  school  work,  likewise, 
and  particularly  that  with  the  trade  and  polytechnic  schools 
is  being  more  effectively  done  as  the  supply  of  books  grows 
larger. 

The  Exposition  in  all  its  phases  has  become  part  of  the 
daily  routine.  Throughout  the  construction  period  the 
Library's  resources  were  drawn  upon  by  designers  and  dec- 
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orators.  During  the  spring  and  summer  months  commissions, 
departments,  exhibitors,  and  concessions  have  made  constant 
use  of  the  Library.  The  collection  of  music  has  been  of  great 
service  for  Exposition  concerts,  its  extent  making  it  possible 
to  meet  many  emergency  calls.  The  general  interest  in  all 
forms  of  art  as  displayed  in  the  grounds  and  exhibits  touches 
readers  of  all  classes,  from  the  careful  investigator  who  seeks 
to  verify  a  single  point  to  the  child  writing  a  composition  on 
"The  End  of  the  Trail."  The  publications  of  the  Exposition 
and  of  the  foreign  and  state  commissions  are  systematically 
gathered  together  and  all  material  relating  to  the  Fair  care- 
fully indexed;  the  supply  of  reading  matter  on  this  subject 
is  in  constant  movement. 

The  number  of  readers  continues  to  tax  the  capacity  of 
the  room.  The  attendance,  which  was  heavy  during  the  rainy 
season,  is  unusually  large  for  the  vacation  weeks.  As  this 
department  combines  the  activities  of  three  distinct  divisions 
of  work  in  one  room,  there  is  not  adequate  accommodation 
for  persons  whose  researches  involve  the  use  of  many  books 
or  files  of  newspapers. 

To  sum  up:  the  past  year  shows  notable  additions  to  the 
books  in  the  reference  department,  the  accessions  in  the  lines 
of  art  and  American  history  balancing  the  previous  year's 
purchases  of  technical  books;  a  heavy  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  magazine  readers;  and  an  active  use  of  the  reference 
room  by  business  firms  and  artisans,  as  well  as  by  students 
and  professional  men,  Exposition  officials  and  visitors. 

In  closing,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  San  Francisco  reader, 
with  fine  discrimination,  asks  and  will  accept  only  the  best  in 
books  and  in  service. 

Mary  Aloysia  Byrne, 

Reference  Librarian. 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  materially  increased 
by  a  greater  number  of  accessions  than  in  any  previous  year. 
Twenty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  volumes 
have  been  catalogued  as  against  18,297  volumes  last  year, 
an  increase  of  over  33  1/3  per  cent.  With  the  attendant  work 
of  ordering  and  filing  cards,  classification  and  shelf-listing, 
the  department  has  been  taxed  to  its  utmost.  These  24,853 
volumes  are  divided  as  follows: 
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New 
Titles 


Additional 
(includ.  add. 
vols,  of 


Replace 
merits 


new 
titles) 
3,926 
2,963 


Total 


Main  Library 
Branches   


5,744 
5,727 


1,950 
4,543 


11,620 
13,233 


Totals 


11,471 


6,889 


6,493 


24,853 


To  accommodate  the  corresponding  number  of  cards  added 
to  the  catalogues  and  the  shelf-lists,  several  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  cabinets.  The  main  dictionary  catalogue 
has  been  enlarged  by  a  54-tray,  the  main  shelf-list  by  a  60- 
tray  cabinet,  the  union  branch  shelf-list  by  two  3-tray  sec- 
tions, and  the  McCreery  and  Fillmore  Branches  have  each 
received  a  6-tray  section.  These  two  branches  and  the  Park 
Branch  will  soon  need  other  additions  to  their  cabinets.  For 
other  equipment  there  have  been  received  a  steel  book  truck 
and  a  typewriter. 

The  Library  has  been  receiving  its  usual  additions  of  music 
but,  in  cases  where  many  compositions  are  bound  in  one 
volume,  it  is  not  advisable  nor  possible  under  present  condi- 
tions to  catalogue  each  sheet  of  music  separately.  Tables  of 
contents  of  such  bound  volumes  are,  however,  typed  on  sheets 
which  are  placed  in  a  loose-leaf  binder,  known  as  the  "Music 
Contents  Book."  While  this  contents  book  does  not  give  the 
complete  contents  of  all  bound  music  in  the  library,  addi- 
tions are  constantly  being  made  to  it,  and  its  usefulness  is 
demonstrated  daily. 

During  the  year  considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the 
replacement  of  soiled  cards,  guides  and  labels  in  the  public 
catalogue.  Copy  was  prepared  and  proof  read  for  the  monthly 
bulletin  and  for  the  annual  cumulated  list  of  additions.  The 
proof  of  the  annual  report  was  likewise  read. 

The  chief  cataloguer  has  visited  the  various  branches  dur- 
ing the  year  having  in  view  the  establishment  of  greater  uni- 
formity throughout  the  whole  system. 

The  work  of  typing  and  entering  the  records  of  non-fiction 
branch  books  on  the  large  union  shelf-list  cards  has  been 
begun,  about  one-third  being  completed.  The  branch  non- 
fiction  books  formerly  received  numbers  differing  from  those 
of  the  same  books  in  the  main  collection.  Considerable  re- 
cataloguing  of  these  books  is  being  done  as  the  books  are 
replaced.  Individual  shelf-lists  had  not  been  provided  for 
these  miscellaneous  books,  but  this  is  being  done  for  th 
books  sent  out  currently.   The  librarians  of  the  North  Beac 
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Branch  and  the  Park  Branch  have  always  made  their  shelf- 
lists.  The  librarians  of  the  Fillmore,  Mission,  Richmond  and 
McCreery  Branches,  with  great  willingness  to  co-operate,  have 
undertaken  to  make  shelf-lists  for  non-fiction  books  already 
in  their  branches. 

The  branch  catalogues  have  been  made  into  dictionary 
form,  instead  of  the  separate  author  and  subject  form  in  pre- 
vious use,  this  conformity  to  the  catalogue  at  the  Main  Library, 
making  them  easier  for  use  by  card  holders.  The  useful- 
ness of  the  catalogues  has  been  further  increased  by  the  new 
framed  guides  "How  to  use  the  card  catalogue,"  supplied 
to  the  branches.  It  has  been  made  possible  to  catalogue  the 
increased  number  of  books  through  the  help  of  the  assistants 
from  other  departments  who  are  sent  to  this  department  for 
instruction  in  cataloguing.  The  system  of  rotation  of  extra 
assistants  works  exceedingly  well,  making  the  Library  less 
dependent  upon  a  few  people  to  do  this  technical  work  which 
requires  considerable  time  to  learn. 

Alice  M.  Healy, 
Chief  Cataloguer 

ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

The  number  of  books  purchased  annually  continues  to 
increase.  During  the  past  two  years  the  quantity  of  new 
material  introduced  into  the  collection  has  nearly  doubled. 
This  is  made  possible  by  the  more  liberal  allowance  made 
for  the  book  fund.  One  of  the  chief  expenditures  for  the 
year  was  made  for  sets  of  much  needed  periodicals.  Many 
runs  of  several  hundred  volumes  were  secured  at  extremely 
moderate  prices  in  the  English  second-hand  market. 

Each  month  numbers  of  catalogues  are  received  from  all 
the  foreign  and  American  second-hand  dealers.  Comparisons 
of  prices  are  thus  made  possible  and  purchases  may  be  made 
to  the  best  advantage.  By  this  means  a  number  of  items 
have  been  purchased  at  prices  much  lower  than  those  listed 
at  recent  sales.  This  extensive  dealing  in  the  second-hand 
market  enables  the  Library  to  purchase  those  more  valuable 
works  which  have  been  lacking  and  which  give  to  each  of  the 
sections  of  the  Library  its  distinctive  value. 

Of  the  15,404  volumes  of  new  material,  added  by  purchase, 
more  than  6,000  were  bought  at  second-hand.  The  total  num- 
ber of  volumes  added  is  26,091,  of  which  6,493  were  replace- 
ments and  4,194  additional  copies. 
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Special  care  has  been  taken  to  replace  all  of  the  older 
historical  and  technical  material  in  the  branch  libraries,  as  it  is 
worn  out,  with  later  editions  of  the  same  works  and  in  many 
cases  to  substitute  more  up-to-date  authorities.  More  attractive 
editions  of  the  children's  classics  have  replaced  the  old  worn- 
out  copies.  The  material  thus  gains  more  practical  working 
value  and  the  shelves  assume  a  more  attractive  and  cleanly  aspect. 

With  the  removal  of  the  Richmond  Branch  into  the  new 
building  many  volumes  of  standard  reference  works  and  other 
material  hitherto  denied  it  for  lack  of  room,  were  added  to 
the  collection.  As  a  result  the  building  was  opened  with  well- 
filled  shelves  and  having  a  total  collection  of  8,557  volumes. 
The  additions  for  the  year  numbered  1,763  volumes,  more  than 
half  of  which  were  new  titles. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  books  purchased  is  furnished 
by  Stechert  &  Co.  of  New  York,  through  whom  we  are  enabled 
to  deal  most  satisfactorily  with  the  foreign  and  second-hand 
market.  Prices  were  slightly  raised  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  on  second-hand  and  foreign  exchange,  but  have  returned 
to  normal  within  the  last  two  or  three  months.  In  spite  of 
the  war  shipments  have  been  received  regularly  from  abroad. 

Most  of  the  domestic  publications  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  White  House,  who  continue  to  render  excellent  service 
while  affording  the  most  liberal  discounts. 

At  the  request  of  the  librarian,  historical  societies  of  sev- 
eral states  generously  supplied  the  Library  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  volumes  of  state  historical  publications.  Similarly  the 
larger  cities  sent  copies  of  the  latest  city  directories  to  be 
placed  on  file  in  the  reference  room. 

The  Library  is  again  indebted  to  Mr.  John  C.  Cebrian  for 
a  valuable  gift  of  Spanish  music.  A  large  collection  of  music 
was  bequeathed  to  the  library  by  the  late  Mrs.  Isidor  Jacobs. 
With  these  two  notable  gifts  the  music  section  has  been  con- 
siderably enriched.  Mr.  Julius  R.  Weber  has  given  many 
days  to  the  sorting  and  arranging  for  binding  of  the  Jacobs 
bequest.  Mr.  Weber  continues  to  be  actively  interested  in 
the  music  section  and  has  made  many  recommendations  for 
additional  purchases. 

The  German,  Spanish  and  Italian  sections  of  the  Library 
have  been  consistently  built  up,  lists  of  books  in  these  lan- 
guages having  been  purchased  at  regular  intervals.  Miss 
Rebecca  Godchaux  very  kindly  selected  a  large  number  of 
French  books,  which  were  subsequently  placed  on  the  shelves. 
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The  actual  work  entailed  in  the  immense  amount  of  clerical 
work,  and  the  work  of  accessioning,  etc.,  depends  on  the  faith- 
ful industry  of  the  assistants  in  the  department,  whose  capable 
co-operation  makes  the  satisfactory  output  of  the  department 

possible.  . 

Annette  Windele, 

Chief  of  the  Order  Department. 

BINDING  DEPARTMENT 

The  following  tables  show  the  total  number  of  books, 
magazines,  pamphlets  and  newspapers  sent  to  the  bindery 
during  the  year,  and  also  the  materials  used.  This  includes 
the  Main  Library,  the  various  Branches  and  the  Deposit  Sta- 
tions. 


Books 


*0a 

HB 

Cow 

Mor 

Vel 

Rec 

Main  Library  

Deposit  Stations  

2,451 
1,246 
1,771 
944 
558 
1,087 
1,241 
945 

920 
30 

235 
84 
27 
83 

176 

133 

106 

15 

21 

27 

Branch  No.  1  ~  

16 
18 

3 
13 

9 
20 

2 

Branch  No.  2  

Branch  No.  3  

Branch  No.  4  

Branch  No.  5  _ 

2 

Branch  No.  6  

Totals  

10,243 

1,688 

185 

15 

21 

31 

Magazines 

News- 
papers 

Large 
Maps 

!  HB 

1 

Cow 

Mor 

Duck 

1 

Duck  |Mn't'd 
1 

Total 

Main  Library  

Deposit  Stations  

113 

384 

157 

144 

76 

3 

4,417 
1,276 
2,104 
1,126 
669 
1,242 
1,514 
1,182 

Branch  No.  1  

18 
12 
10 
14 
29 
IS 

62 
68 
71 
45 
57 
69 

Branch  No.  2  

Branch  No.  3  

Branch  No.  4  

Branch  No.  5   

Branch  No.  6  

Totals   „  

211 

756 

157 

144 

76 

3 

13,530 

*Oa  — Oasis 

HB  — Holliston  Buckram 


Cow — Cowhide 
Mor  — Morocco 


Vel  —Vellum 
Rec  — Re-case 
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Comparative  table  showing  total  number  of  books,  magazines  and  news- 
papers bound  during  the  past  three  fiscal  years. 


1 

|  1912-13 
1 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Main  Library   

2,308 

4,500 

4,417 

Deposit  Stations   

337 

976 

1,276 

Branch  No.  1  

928 

1,615 

2,104 

Branch  No.  2  

656 

1,131 

1,126 

Branch  No.  3  

447 

761 

669 

Branch  No.  4  

587 

1,129 

1,242 

Branch  No.  '5  

1,038 

1,271 

1,514 

Branch  No.  6  

860 

1,441 

1,182 

Totals   

7,161 

12,824 

13,530 

The  above  table  shows  an  increase  in  library  work  of  this  department 
of  79%  in  1913-14  over  1912-13,  and  an  increase  of  5%%  in  1914-15  over 
1913-14. 


Although  investigation  is  continually  made  of  the  new 
materials  for  binding,  the  only  addition  found  feasible  has 
been  the  adoption  of  Oasis  leather.  The  style  of  type  used 
in  lettering  has  been  changed  and  the  appearance  and  legi- 
bility of  the  work  is  greatly  improved. 

The  total  amount  of  money  expended  for  binding  books, 
magazines,  newspapers,  mounting  maps  and  covers  for  cur- 
rent, reference  and  circulating  magazines  was  $8,114.88.  This 
was  distributed  as  follows: 


Main  Library   $3,425.75 

Branch  No.  1    1,031.60 

Branch  No.  2    580.95 

Branch  No.  3    368.05 

Branch  No.  4    733.40 

Branch  No.  5    758.43 

Branch  No.  6    620.65 

Deposit    596.05 


$8,114.88 

Periodicals 

The  total  number  of  magazines  subscribed  for  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  594.  This  includes  duplicate  copies  for  circula- 
tion. Of  this  number  310  are  for  use  at  the  Main  Library, 
and  the  other  284  are  distributed  among  the  six  branches. 
The  Main  Library  also  subscribes  for  27  newspapers,  and  the 
branches  for  five  local  newspapers. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  magazines  are  received 
gratis,  about  one-quarter  of  these  are  received  regularly,  the 
others  are  not  dependable,  coming  consecutively  for  several 
months,  dropping  off  and  coming  again.  Others  are  received 
occasionally. 
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The  foreign  periodicals,  which  are  received  through  G.  E. 
Stechert  &  Co.  of  New  York  City,  have  in  spite  of  the  Euro- 
pean war,  been  received  with  an  astonishing  degree  of  regu- 
larity. A  few  magazines  have  temporarily  suspended  publica- 
tion, but  complete  files  of  the  principal  ones  are  on  hand. 

Bertha  S.  Hafner, 
Binding  and  Periodicals. 

BRANCHES  AND  STATIONS 

An  increase  for  the  year  of  over  131,092  volumes  circulated 
for  home  use  distinguishes  the  past  year  as  most  progressive 
in  the  department  of  branches  and  stations.  This  increase 
is  in  a  measure  due  to  the  policy  of  the  branch  librarians  and 
assistants  of  endeavoring  to  extend  the  activity  of  the  Library 
in  every  particular.  The  work  with  the  schools,  which  has 
been  made  a  feature  of  in  every  branch  during  the  past  two 
years,  has  been  instrumental  in  increasing  the  use  of  the 
Library  both  by  teachers  and  children.  The  reference  sections 
are  well  able  to  supply  most  of  the  demands  arising  in  con- 
nection with  school  work  and  the  librarians  and  assistants 
are  able  and  willing  to  lend  all  the  aids  for  debate  and  research 
work. 

Now  that  books  may  be  drawn  from  the  Branch  Libraries 
on  the  teachers''  cards,  a  privilege  formerly  restricted  to  the 
Main  Library,  more  of  the  teachers  in  schools  in  the  outlying 
districts  are  availing  themselves  of  the  privilege. 

The  increase  noted  for  the  year  is  not  due  to  any  exten- 
sion of  the  system,  as  the  number  of  branches  remains  the 
same,  but  is  entirely  due  to  the  determined  efforts  of  the 
separate  branches.  The  meetings  held  for  librarians  and  as- 
sistants, the  rotation  of  assistants  enabling  them  to  receive 
general  training  at  the  Main  Library,  and  the  general  inter- 
change of  experience  and  ideas  have  been  productive  of  a 
higher  standard  of  individual  efficiency. 

A  number  of  assistants  who  passed  the  examinations  held 
in  June,  1914,  served  their  probationary  period  at  the  Branch 
Libraries.  The  preliminary  training  thus  received  is  arranged 
to  be  as  general  as  possible  and  systematic  reports  are  made 
on  the  general  aptitude,  ability,  and  personal  fitness  for  the 
work. 

At  the  Mission  Branch  a  large  number  of  books  has  been 
set  aside  for  binding  and  an  even  greater  number  have  been 
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discarded,  with  the  intention  of  renewing  the  collection  to 
as  great  an  extent  as  possible  preparatory  to  entering  the 
new  building.  As  this  is  the  oldest  Branch  Library,  much 
old  material  can  be  disposed  of  to  make  room  for  new. 

The  extension  work  undertaken  at  the  McCreery  Branch 
has  been  rewarded  by  the  enrollment  of  a  larger  number  of 
cardholders  than  it  has  ever  before  enjoyed.  This  has  shown 
excellent  results  in  the  Juvenile  department. 

The  growth  in  circulation  for  the  North  Beach  Branch  is 
still  on  the  increase.  The  present  building  is  not  large  enough 
to  accommodate  the  number  of  readers  and  the  collection 
itself  is  rapidly  outgrowing  the  shelf-room. 

The  most  important  undertaking  this  year  was  the  open- 
ing of  the  Richmond  Branch.  Commencing  the  first  day  the 
circulation  has  steadily  increased  more  than  one-half,  which 
is  a  good  indication  of  the  need  felt  for  the  new  building. 
The  over-crowding  in  every  department  of  the  old  building 
made  the  effective  development  of  the  work  impossible.  A 
large  number  of  additions  both  of  reference  works  and  books 
in  the  general  classes  has  given  the  branch  a  representative 
assortment.  It  is  rapidly  gaining  on  the  leading  branches; 
from  fifth  in  rank  less  than  two  years  ago  it  is  now  third. 

The  Park  Branch  maintains  its  excellent  standard  of 
growth  and  activity.  Specimens  of  California  flowers  and 
trees  have  been  displayed  illustrative  of  school  lectures  on 
local  botany.  The  interest  thus  stimulated  in  these  subjects 
was  met  with  selections  of  books  on  nature  study,  botany, 
etc. 

The  additional  space  provided  for  the  Juvenile  department 
at  the  Fillmore  Branch  has  somewhat  relieved  the  congestion 
of  that  very  busy  section.  The  plentiful  addition  of  inter- 
esting books  other  than  fiction  has  assisted  in  noticeably  re- 
ducing the  fiction  percentage  for  the  year.  The  branch  feels 
the  need  for  a  better  building  as  accommodation  for  readers 
is  most  limited. 

The  cataloguing  and  analyzing  of  the  miscellaneous  books 
has  been  completely  reorganized  for  the  branch  system. 
Library  of  Congress  cards  have  to  a  great  extent  replaced  the 
old  catalogue  forms  and  uniformity  and  precision  established 
throughout. 

Two  new  deposit  stations  were  opened  during  the  year, 
Stations  P  and  Q.  The  experimental  establishment  of  Sta- 
tion Q  in  the  Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association  was  unsuc- 
cessful and  after  four  months  of  inactivity  was  discontinued. 
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The  increasing  circulation  at  all  the  stations  proves  their 
value  and  although  the  attendance  fluctuates,  the  districts 
maintain  a  good  connection  with  the  Main  Library  through 
the  hundreds  of  orders  filled  through  the  messenger  service. 
Dictionaries  and  encyclopedias  have  been  added  to  the  station 
equipment  and  although  a  fully  comprehensive  collection  can 
not  be  furnished  each  station  the  endeavor  is  made  to  keep 
the  assortment  as  general  as  possible. 

Belle  A.  Goldman, 
Supervisor  of  Branches  and  Stations. 


Mission  Branch. — The  branch  has  made  very  satisfactory 
progress,  the  statistics  showing  an  increase  in  circulation  of  15,564 
over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  cardholders  have  increased 
from  6,567  to  6,782.  Cards  issued  at  the  neighboring  stations  are 
also  used  to  a  great  extent  at  this  branch.  The  visits  of  the 
Branch  Librarian  to  the  public  and  private  schools  in  the 
district  have  won  a  very  satisfactory  response  from  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  During  the  year  a  large  number  of  books 
has  been  issued  to  teachers  and  pupils  for  use  in  connection 
with  school  work.  These  books  it  may  be  assumed  were  used 
daily  by  the  pupils  while  held  at  the  school.  Of  course  this 
means  a  much  wider  circulation  of  these  volumes  than  is 
shown  by  the  mere  statistics.  Many  duplicate  volumes  were 
discarded,  as  well  as  other  material  no  longer  of  interest. 
Two  thousand  three  hundred  forty-two  new  volumes  were 
added,  making  a  total  of  11,603  on  the  branch  shelf -list.  The 
bindery  work  for  the  past  year  was  the  heaviest  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  branch.  Owing  to  the  necessarily  limited  num- 
ber of  books  on  the  shelves,  the  heavy  wear  and  tear  occa- 
sioned by  so  large  a  circulation  necessitates  much  rebinding 
and  discarding.  This  has  received  the  careful  attention  of 
the  binding  department,  which  has  sent  out  and  promptly 
returned  all  books  without  any  shortage  or  unusual  delay. 

The  reserve  system  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory  to 
the  public.  It  absolutely  does  away  with  any  excuse  for  the 
complaint  of  the  patron  of  his  inability  to  secure  any  book 
desired  within  a  reasonable  time. 

The  establishment  of  the  branch  in  the  new  building  will 
undoubtedly  make  possible  a  greater  extension  of  the  work, 
as  well  as  bring  many  new  readers  and  cardholders. 
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Park  Branch. — The  growth  of  the  Park  Branch  has  been 
steady  and  substantial  during  the  past  year.  Each  month  has 
shown  an  increase  in  circulation  over  the  corresponding  month  of 
last  year.  An  unusual  feature  this  year  has  been  the  circula- 
tion during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  which  has  equaled 
that  of  the  winter  months.  Although  fiction  still  comprises 
the  highest  percentage  of  the  circulation,  there  is  an  increas- 
ing demand  for  the  more  substantial  literature.  This  has 
been  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  extended  co-operation  with  schools 
and  various  societies  which  make  constant  use  of  the  class 
books,  both  adult  and  juvenile,  as  well  as  a  large  number 
of  the  bound  magazines. 

The  staff  was  augmented  the  first  of  the  year  by  another 
full-time  assistant,  increasing  the  number  to  three  persons 
on  full-time  schedules.  This  makes  it  possible  to  handle 
the  work  much  more  efficiently  and  give  more  personal  at- 
tention to  the  public. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  demand  for 
foreign  books,  our  collection  of  which  is  inadequate. 

The  juvenile  department  has  been  made  more  attractive 
by  bulletins  and  posters  descriptive  of  different  subjects. 
This  has  met  with  an  enthusiastic  response  from  the  chil- 
dren and,  together  with  the  large  number  of  new  books  added 
to  the  shelves,  is  probably  responsible  for  the  increased  at- 
tendance in  this  section,  which  has  taxed  its  seating  capacity 
to  the  utmost. 

The  reference  work  comprises  an  important  and  con- 
tinually increasing  part  of  the  work.  All  books  are  analyzed 
as  they  are  received  from  the  catalogue  department,  which 
makes  it  possible  to  find  quickly  many  subjects  which  would 
otherwise  require  much  time  for  location. 

The  many  schools  in  the  neighborhood,  both  elementary 
and  secondary,  have  been  visited  and  supplied  with  applica- 
tions for  both  teachers'  and  students'  cards.  The  Library  has 
been  represented  as  being  most  ready  and  willing  to  help  the 
teachers  and  pupils  in  their  work.  The  extension  of  the 
teachers'  privilege,  which  permits  them  to  draw  books  from 
the  Branch  Libraries  as  well  as  from  the  Main  Library,  has 
been  much  appreciated,  as  indicated  in  the  continual  use  of 
the  material  on  the  branch  shelves.  The  reference  and  debate 
work  grows  yearly  and  in  conjunction  with  supplying  books 
required  in  reading  lists  for  the  grades,  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  divisions  of  the  work.  Staff  meetings  have  been 
attended  by  the  Librarian  and  her  staff  during  the  year, 
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from  which  they  have  derived  many  ideas  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  service. 

Richmond  Branch. — With  the  close  of  the  year  this  branch 
takes  its  place  definitely  established  in  the  new  building.  After  the 
actual  removal,  which  took  place  November  4,  1914,  results  were 
immediate.  The  circulation  increased  50  per  cent  at  once 
and  the  continued  growth  places  this  branch  third  in  rank 
in  the  branch  system. 

The  removal  was  so  managed  that  very  little  time  was 
lost  between  the  closing  of  the  old  temporary  building  and 
the  formal  opening  of  the  new  branch. 

A  large  number  of  reference  works  was  placed  on  the 
shelves  and  much  additional  material  was  provided  for  which 
there  had  not  been  sufficient  space  in  the  old  building.  Older 
sets  were  replaced  by  later  and  more  practical  works  and  the 
collection  in  general  was  renovated.  The  juvenile  section 
in  particular  is  well  stocked  with  fresh  material,  both  en- 
tirely new  as  well  as  replacing  the  old. 

The  catalogue  has  been  remodeled  and  is  now  uniform 
with  the  other  branches  and  the  Main  Library.  The  large 
number  of  new  books  added  has  required  that  a  great  deal 
of  time  be  devoted  to  cataloging. 

The  schools  in  the  neighborhood  have  been  visited  and 
supplied  with  applications.  The  resources  of  the  Library 
have  been  brought  before  the  pupils  and  teachers  with  ex- 
cellent results. 

Special  effort  has  been  made  to  develop  the  juvenile  sec- 
tion. The  use  of  the  bulletin  board  and  poster  displays  fea- 
turing new  material  and  subjects  of  interest  has  increased 
the  popularity  of  the  department. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  complimentary  notices  re- 
ceived of  the  building  and  its  equipment  and  the  satisfaction 
evinced  in  the  wider  use  of  the  collection  by  the  schools,  clubs 
and  general  reading  public  of  the  district. 

Fillmore  Branch. — Despite  the  fact  that  books  sent  from 
the  Main  Library  are  no  longer  included  in  the  branch  statistics  of 
circulation,  the  past  year  has  been  the  busiest  in  the  history  of  the 
branch.  The  gain  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  juvenile 
department,  an  increase  of  over  8000  having  been  recorded. 
This  department  is  much  overcrowded  at  present.  The  pro- 
vision of  more  space  would  permit  a  broader  development 
and  enable  us  to  include  the  added  attraction  of  story-telling 
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and  allow  room  for  larger  books  with  colored  pictures  for 
the  younger  children. 

Applications  have  been  distributed  in  the  schools  in  the 
vicinity  and  the  teachers  have  co-operated  with  us  in  every 
way.  Good  reading  lists  have  been  furnished,  which  in  most 
instances  we  have  been  able  to  supply  without  the  assistance 
of  the  Main  Library. 

One  good  result  is  that  the  children  are  calling  for  a  better 
class  of  reading  than  formerly.  Much  debate  work  has  been 
done  with  the  schools  in  the  vicinity,  and  with  a  Japanese 
High  School  debate  club.  A  large  number  of  women's  clubs 
still  use  this  branch  and  find  the  collection  of  bound  maga- 
zines invaluable  in  developing  their  programs.  The  refer- 
ence department  has  been  improved  by  many  more  recent 
works  in  the  various  classes,  replacing  those  which  were  out 
of  date.  The  catalogue  has  been  remodeled  and  made  uni- 
form with  the  Main  Library  and  a  complete  shelf-list  for  the 
fiction  has  been  installed.  The  opening  of  the  Exposition 
has  created  a  demand  for  books  on  art  and  architecture,  which 
we  have  been  able  to  meet  to  a  certain  extent;  it  was  neces- 
sary to  call  upon  the  Main  Library  for  the  more  important 
works.  Under  the  present  rules,  the  branch  has  been  un- 
able to  meet  the  request  of  patients  in  the  adjoining  hospitals 
for  reading  matter.  If  regulations  could  be  made  for  tem- 
porary cardholders,  the  Library  could  give  them  this  service, 
which  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  The  work  has  been 
well  handled  during  the  past  year,  but  the  building  is  already 
outgrown  and  more  room  is  essential  for  the  efficient  develop- 
ment of  the  work. 

McCreery  Branch. — During  the  last  year  persistent  efforts 
were  made  by  the  Librarian  and  her  assistants  to  encourage  the 
use  of  the  Library,  not  only  in  the  district  immediately  surround- 
ing the  branch,  but  also  in  other  sections  of  the  city.  As  a  result, 
this  branch  leads  in  the  increase  in  the  number  of  new  card- 
holders for  the  year.  The  addition  of  these  2927  new  mem- 
bers raises  the  total  number  of  cardholders  to  4906.  ^  The  re- 
sulting benefit  of  enlarged  circulation  has  been  distributed 
to  a  certain  extent  among  the  other  branches. 

The  number  of  volumes  circulated  for  home  use  for  the 
year  was  103,605,  an  increase  of  16,717  over  last  year.  The 
advance  in  circulation  of  the  current  and  bound  magazines 
was  most  marked.   They  are  in  constant  use  for  debate  work 
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for  schools  and  clubs,  as  well  as  meeting  a  general  demand 
for  the  discussion  of  current  topics. 

The  juvenile  circulation  has  on  many  occasions  equaled 
the  adult  and  in  several  instances  has  exceeded  it. 

Work  with  the  school  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  would  be  greatly  simplified  if  a  list  of  supplementary 
reading  paralleling  the  work  of  these  grades  were  available. 
The  Library  could  then  give  them  more  definite  assistance  of 
permanent  value. 

Throughout  the  year  a  number  of  assistants  were  trained 
in  the  branch  work.  Owing  to  the  inexperience  of  such  as- 
sistants, a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  regular  staff  must 
be  devoted  to  them.  This  disadvantage  is  in  a  measure  offset 
by  the  fine  spirit  which  they  display  towards  their  work, 
the  general  welfare  of  the  Library  and  their  duty  to  the 
public.  The  employment  of  a  girl  page,  which  was  intro- 
duced experimentally,  has  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

North  Beach  Branch. — It  is  interesting  to  note  that  after 
six  years  this  branch  is  circulating  over  10,000  more  volumes 
annually  than  at  the  time  of  its  destruction.  The  circulation  for 
the  past  year  was  60,561  volumes,  of  which  22.603  were  juvenile 
and  3,103  foreign  books.  There  has  been  a  corresponding  increase 
in  the  number  of  cardholders,  who  now  number  2,707.  The  work 
of  the  past  year  with  the  schools  has  been  very  successful, 
as  the  crowded  juvenile  department  demonstrates  daily.  The 
children  have  shown  great  appreciation  of  the  new  material 
added  to  this  department  during  the  year,  although  there  is 
still  a  lack  of  picture  books  for  the  younger  children. 

This  branch  draws  a  larger  proportion  of  the  foreign 
element  than  any  other  branch.  Careful  attention  is  given 
to  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  students  who  use  the  Library 
and  the  large  number  of  readers  who  make  use  of  the  Italian 
collection  placed  there  for  their  use. 

The  room  has  been  made  more  attractive  since  receiving 
much-needed  renovation. 
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REPORT   OF   THE  TRUSTEES 


APPENDIX  IX 


ffitet  nf  imtnra,  1914-1015 


Alameda  Free  Library;  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Dept.  of  Efficiency  and  Economy; 
Alfred  University;  American  Association  of  Port  Authorities;  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers;  American  Peace  Society;  American  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Co.;  Andover  Theological  Seminary;  Andrews,  Mrs. 
Edith  K. ;  Annapolis,  Md.,  Executive  Dept.;  Anti-Saloon  League  of  America; 
Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presidents;  Baker  &  Taylor;  Baldwin,  A.  D. ; 
Baltimore,  Dept.  of  Finance;  Bardeen,  C.  W.;  Bates  College;  Bellevue  and 
Allied  Hospitals;  Benton,  J.  H. ;  Birmingham  Free  Libraries  Committee; 
Blankenberg,  R. ;  Boatright,  D.  H. ;  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Boston 
Infirmary  Dept.;  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts;  Boston  Port  and  Seamen's 
Aid  Society;  Boston  Schoolhouse  Dept.;  Boston  Statistics  Dept;  Bowman, 
R.  H. ;  Bratu,  P.  B. ;  Bridgeport  Public  Library;  Brooklyn  Public  Library; 
Brown,  H.  H.;  Brown,  R.  W.;  Brown,  Dr.  S.;  Brownlow,  A.  P.;  Buffalo  His- 
torical Society;  Buffet,  E.  P.;  Burger,  E.  K. ;  Butte,  City  Clerk;  Butte,  May- 
or's Office;  Button,  Fred  L. ;  California  Academy  of  Sciences;  California 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind;  California  School  of  Arts  and  Crafts;  Cali- 
fornia State  Agricultural  Society;  California  State  Forester;  California  State 
Library;  California  State  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners;  Cambridge  Public 
Library;  Cambridge  Water  Board;  Campbell,  W.  J.;  Canadian  Government 
Exhibition  Commission,  P. -P.  I.  E. ;  Caproni,  G.  P.;  Carnegie  Endowment  for 
International  Peace;  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teach- 
ing; Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology;  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington; 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh;  Case  School  of  Applied  Science;  Castilleja 
School;  Cedar  Rapids  Free  Public  Library;  Census  Office,  Ottawa,  Canada; 
Chalif  Normal  School  of  Dancing;  Cheyenne,  State  Library  of  Wyoming; 
Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission;  Chicago  Historical  Society;  Chicago 
Public  Library;  Civil  Service  Reform  Association;  Clarke,  F.  M. ;  Cleveland 
Dept.  of  Finance;  Cleveland  City  Treasurer;  Cleveland  Public  Library;  Colo- 
rado Springs  Auditor;  Commercial  Club  of  Duluth;  Commission  of  Immigra- 
tion and  Housing  of  California;  Commissioner-General  of  Sweden  to  the  P.- 
P.  I.  E.;  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts;  Concord,  Mass.,  Library  Com- 
mittee; Conference  for  Better  County  Government  in  New  York  State;  Con- 
necticut, Secretary  of  State;  Connecticut  State  Library;  Consulate -General 
of  Japan;  Cutler-Hammer  Mfg.  Co.;  Dartmouth  College;  Daughters  of  the 
Cincinnati;  Davis,  A.  B.;  Dayton  Public  Library;  De  Benneville,  J.  S.;  Des 
Moines  Public  Library;  Des  Moines  Secretary  of  State;  Detroit  Board  of 
Health;  Detroit  Public  Library;  Diggs,  A.  L.;  District  of  Columbia  Public 
Library;  Donlan,  Thos.  J.;  Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.;  Dutton,  E.  P.  &  Co.; 
Edmonton  Public  Library;  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library;  Fallon,  Anita,  Farns- 
worth,  E.  C;  Farrell,  Mrs.  C.  P.;  Fassett,  C.  M.;  Faulkiner,  R.  B.;  Fisher, 
B.  F.;  Fletcher  Free  Library;  Flores,  Gabriel;  Florida  Times  Union;  Forbes 
Library;  Fort  Wayne  Board  of  Park  Commissioners;  Free  Library  of  Phila- 
delphia; Friends'  Free  Library  and  Reading  Room;  Gardiner,  A.  S. ;  Garlick, 
J.  P.;  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  City  of  New  York; 
Gould  Directory  Co.;  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library;  The  Greater  Dayton  As- 
sociation; Gulick,  S.  L.;  Harder,  Erwin;  Harrison,  Hon.  R.  C;  Harrison,  W. 
W.;  Hartford  City  Clerk;  Hartford  Public  Library;  Hartford  Seminary  Foun- 
dation; Harvard  University;  Haverhill  Public  Library;  Hayland  Public  Li- 
brary; Heaton,  W.  J.;  Hebard,  G.  R. ;  Hebrew  Union  College;  Hodges,  E.  W.; 
Hoffman,  F.  L.;  Howe,  C.  E.  Co.;  Howell,  John;  Hubbard,  T.  W.;  Hughson, 
Mrs.  W.  L. ;  Idaho  Historical  Society;  Illinois  Efficiency  and  Economy  Com- 
mittee; Illinois  Library  Extension  Commission;  Illinois  State  Historical  So- 
ciety; Imperial  Japanese  Commission,  P.-P.  I.  E. ;  Indian  Rights  Associa- 
tion; Iowa  State  Board  of  Education;  Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library;  John 
Crerar  Library;  Kaiserlische  Universitat;  Kansas  City  Board  of  Public  Wel- 
fare; Kansas  City  Public  Library;  Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture;  Kelly, 
Edmond;  King's  Printer,  Winnipeg;  Knox,  M.  F.;  Lake  Mohonk  Conference 
on  International  Arbitration;  Lake  Mohonk  Conference  on  the  Indian  and 
Other  Dependent  Peoples;  Lawler,  Hon.  Jos.  H. ;  Lawton,  Eba  A.;  Leland 
Stanford,  Junior,  University;  Leland  Stanford,  Junior,  University  Library; 
Lengfeld,  Mrs.  A.;  Lewis  Institute  Library;  Lexington  Town  Clerk;  Los  An- 
geles City  Auditor;  Los  Angeles  Public  Library;  Los  Angeles  Dept.  of  Public 
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Utilities;  Louisville  Free  Public  Library;  Lowell,  Mass.,  Mayor;  McCallie,  S. 
W. ;  McClurg,  A.  C.  &  Co.;  M' Govern,  Chauncey;  Meeker,  Ezra:  Maine  State 
Library;  Manchester,  N.  H.,  Mayor;  Marshall,  W.  H.  G. ;  Markham,  G.  C. ; 
Martin,  Mrs.  R.  A.;  Marvimon  Foundation;  Mass.  Bureau  of  Statistics;  Mass. 
Horticultural  Society:  Mass.  Institute  of  Technology;  Maxie,  J.  J.;  Mears, 
J.  E. ;  Mechanics'  Mercantile  Library:  Memphis  Business  Men's  Club;  Mer- 
cantile Library  of  New  York;  Metcalf,  H.  H. ;  Michigan  Secretary  of  State; 
Michigan  State  Normal  College;  Milwaukee  Public  Library;  Ministerio  de 
Estado-Madrid  Centro  de  Informacion  Comercial;  Minneapolis  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners;  Minneapolis  Directory  Co.;  Minneapolis  Public  Li- 
brary; Missouri  Secretary  of  State;  Morton,  W.  J.;  Mount  Holyoke  College; 
National  Association  of  Corporation  Schools;  National  Association  of  Port 
Authorities;  National  Association  of  the  Deaf;  National  Automobile  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  National  Park  Seminary;  Nelson,  Chesman  &  Co.;  Wier,  J.  E.; 
New  Bedford,  Mass.;  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library;  New  Britain  In- 
stitute: New  England  Association  of  Plumbing  Inspectors;  New  Hampshire 
Secretary  of  State;  New  Jersey  State  Library;  New  Mexico  Historical  So- 
ciety; New  Orleans  Sewerage  and  Water  Board;  New  York  Art  Commission; 
New  York  District  Attorney's  Office;  New  York  Dept.  of  Docks  and  Ferries; 
New  York  Education  Department;  New  York  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment; New  York  Dept.  of  Finance;  New  York  General  Education  Board; 
New  York  Police  Dept.;  New  York  Dept.  of  Public  Charities;  New  York  Con- 
ference on  Hospital  Social  Service;  New  York  Farmers;  New  York  Public 
Library;  New  York  Public  Recreation  Commission;  New  York  State  Educa- 
tion Dept.;  New  York  State  Historical  Association;  New  York  State  Library; 
New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind;  New  Zealand  Government  Statistician; 
Newberry  Library;  Newport  City  Clerk;  Newton  Public  Library;  North,  R. 
H. ;  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission;  North  Dakota  State  Historical 
Society;  Nye,  Hon.  "Wallace  G. ;  Oakland  College  of  Medicine;  Oakland  Free 
Library;  Oberlin  College;  Ogden  City  Auditor;  Ogden  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners; Ohio  Secretary  of  State;  Ohio  Agricultural  Experiment  Station; 
Oklahoma  Secretary  of  State;  Omaha  Public  Library  and  Museum;  Oregon 
State  Immigration  Commission;  Otago  Expansion  League;  Palmer,  W.  L.; 
Passaic,  N.  J.;  Peabody  Education  Fund;  Pennsylvania  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth;  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind; 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society;  Pennsylvania  State  Library;  Pensacola  Board 
of  Commissioners:  Peoria  Public  Library;  Perkins,  J.  M. ;  Peterson,  E.  D. ; 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy;  Philopolis;  Pittsburgh  Dept.  of  Supplies;  Portland 
City  Auditor;  Portland  Library  Association:  Portland  Mayor's  Office:  Port- 
land Bureau  of  Parks;  Portland  Municipal  Reference  Library;  Powell,  Mrs. 
E.  B.;  Pratt  Institute  Free  Library;  Princeton  University;  Gainor,  Hon.  J.; 
Providence,  R.  I.;  Providence  Athenaeum;  Providence  Public  Library; 
Queens  Borough  Public  Library;  Quezon,  M.  L. ;  Quin,  Mrs.  H. ;  Rainey, 
Edward;  Railroad  Commission  of  the  State  of  California:  Reed  College; 
Reynolds  Library;  Rhode  Island  Secretary  of  State;  Rhyme  Publishing  Co.; 
Rochester  Public  Library:  Rockefeller  Foundation:  Rockefeller  Sanitary  Com- 
mission; Rosenblatt.  M.  S.;  Ro3Tal  Society  of  Canada;  Sagamore  Sociological 
Conference;  St.  Andrew's  Society;  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library;  St. 
Louis  City  Auditor;  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association;  St.  Louis 
Merchants'  Exchange;  St.  Louis  Public  Library;  Salem  Public  Librarv;  Salt 
Lake  City;  Salt  Lake  City  Mayor's  Office;  Salt  Lake  City  Public  Library; 
San  Francisco  Assessor;  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce;  San  Fran- 
cisco Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  San  Francisco  Group  of  the  League 
of  Visible  Helpers;  Sawyer,  C.  P.:  Saxton,  Evelyn;  Scholfield,  H. ;  Scranton 
Public  Library;  Seattle  Public  Library;  Sellers,  E.  J.;  Shepard  Book  Co.; 
"Signs  of  the  Times;"  Silk  Association  of  America;  Sioux  City  Free  Public 
Library;  Smith,  Mrs.  M.  R.;  Smoke  Abatement  League  of  Cincinnati;  So- 
ciety of  Colonial  Wars;  Society  of  the  Descendants  of  Robert  Bartlett  of 
Plymouth,  Mass. ;  The  Society  of  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick;  Soler.  J.  F.; 
Somerville  Public  Library;  Southern  Commercial  Congress;  Speed,  Mrs.  J. 
B.;  Spokane  City  Auditor;  Spokane  Board  of  Park  Commissioners:  Spokane 
Public  Library;  Springfield  Bureau  of  Municipal  Research;  Springfield  City 
Library  Association;  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections;  The  State 
Co.;  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin;  State  Library;  Stevens  &  Co.; 
Sutton,  Mrs.  Fred  E.;  Sydney,  Australia,  Town  Clerk;  Synfleur  Scientific 
Laboratories;  Tacoma  Public  Library;  Telfer,  Robert  L. ;  Texas.  Secretary  of 
State:  Thompson,  J.  J.;  Thompson,  Slason;  Thrasher,  Marion;  Toronto 
Public  Library;  Towe,  Charles:  Tufts  College:  United  Lodge  of  Theosophists ; 
U.  S.  Brewers'  Association;  Universal  Brotherhood  and  Theosophical  So- 
ciety; University  Club;  University  of  California;  University  of  Chicago;  Uni- 
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versity  of  Colorado;  University  of  Illinois;  University  of  Illinois  Library; 
University  of  Michigan;  University  of  Michigan  Library;  University  of 
Nevada;  University  of  New  York;  University  of  North  Dakota;  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  University  of  Santa  Clara;  University  of  Southern  California; 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York;  Utah  State  Bureau  of  Immigration  and 
Statistics;  Utah  Secretary  of  State;  "Vedanta  Center;  Vermont  Historical 
Society;  Vermont  State  Library;  Maxton,  Mr.  A.;  Washington  State  His 
torical  Society;  Washington  University;  Wasson,  Rev.  E.  A.;  Welcker,  Adair; 
Wells  &  Richardson  Co.;  Wentworth  Institute;  Wesleyan  University;  West 
em  Engineering  Publishing  Co.;  Western  Reserve  University;  Westinghouse 
Dept.  of  Publicity;  Wheelan,  E.  S.;  White,  L.  A.;  Whittier  State  School; 
Widow's  Pension  Bureau;  Williams  College;  Williams  Directory  Co.;  Wil 
mington  City  Clerk;  Williamson,  R.  M.;  Worcester  Free  Public  Library; 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute;  Yale  University;  Yale  University  Library. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

OF  THE 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 
and  Reading  Rooms 

For  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  19 16 

2fe port  of  Up  $Ir? attont 

August  1,  19 1 6. 

To  the  Honorable  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco. 

Sir: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Article  XVI,  Section  9,  of 
:he  Charter,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and 
Reading  Rooms  presents  this  report  of  its  activities  for  the 
year  ending  June  30th,  1916. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Librarian,  appended 
herewith,  cover  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  Library  in  all 
departments  and,  while  it  is  not  our  intention  to  dwell  on  the 
statistics  contained  in  these  reports,  some  figures  are  herewith 
nentioned  as  being  worthy  of  consideration.  The  growth  of 
:he  Library  since  the  fire  has  been  indeed  phenomenal.  After 
:he  fire  had  done  its  worst  we  were  without  any  books,  except 
1  few  that  were  outstanding  and  except  those  in  the  branch 
Duildings  that  were  outside  of  the  zone  of  the  fire,  and  these 
vvere  very  few.  At  the  present  time  the  volumes  in  the 
Library  amount  to  176,167.  Just  before  the  fire  the  volumes 
n  the  Library  were  160,457 ;  thus  it  is  seen  that  the  Library 
las  not  only  been  entirely  restored,  but  more  than  16,000  in 
iddition  are  in  the  Library.  Just  before  the  fire  cardholders 
vere  40,479.  Now  there  are  53,513.  For  the  year  just  before 
:he  fire  the  books  in  circulation  were  830,225.  For  the  year 
1915-16  we  circulated  1,157,523,  and  it  is  well  to  note  this 
^reat  usefulness  of  the  Library  in  connection  with  what  it  has 
:ost  to  operate  it.  The  figures  show  that  we  expend  for 
salaries  51.7  per  cent;  that  is,  only  a  little  more  than  one-half 
)f  the  total  money  expended  by  us  goes  for  salaries,  while 
$5.4  per  cent  is  for  books,  periodicals  and  binding.  Thus  it 
;vill  be  seen  that  our  Library  is  not  one  operated  merely  to 


8 


REPORT    OF    THE  TRUSTEES 


earn  salaries,  but  one  for  the  circulation  and  for  the  reading 
of  books.  In  this  respect  I  think  it  well  to  point  out  that 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  library  in  the  country  in  which  so  small 
a  sum  (relatively)  is  paid  for  salaries  and  so  large  a  sum  for 
books.  We  thus  subserve  the  true  and  only  purpose  of  a 
library  and  furnish  the  only  cause  for  its  existence.  It  must 
not  be  inferred  from  this  that  we  pay  too  little  in  salaries. 
On  the  contrary,  we  pay  in  most  instances  larger  salaries  than 
are  paid  in  Eastern  libraries  and  at  least  as  much  as  prevails 
on  this  Coast.  The  reason  of  our  comparatively  small  salary 
expense  is  that  no  unnecessary  employees  are  put  on  the  staff. 

We  are  making  rapid  use  of  the  Carnegie  money.  Out 
of  that  money  has  been  built  a  branch  in  the  Mission  district,' 
the  work  of  the  architect  Mr.  G.  A.  Lansburgh,  and  which  is 
a  success  in  every  particular.  The  Noe  Valley  branch  is 
nearly  completed  and  will  soon  be  dedicated.  This  is  the 
work  of  the  architect  Mr.  John  Reid,  jr.,  and  is  a  great  credit 
to  him.  We  have  appointed  the  architect  Mr.  G.  A.  Lans- 
burgh for  the  design  and  building  of  a  branch  in  the  Sunset 
district  of  the  city  and  Mr.  Ernest  Coxhead  architect  of  a 
branch  in  what  is  known  as  Golden  Gate  Valley.  We  now 
have,  in  addition  to  the  Main  library,  seven  branches  and  six- 
teen deposit  stations,  and  when  the  two  branches  in  Sunset 
and  Golden  Gate  Valley  are  in  operation,  we  will  have  nine 
branches.  This  will  make  a  very  large  library  institution 
which  will  require  a  great  deal  of  money  to  operate — much 
more  than  we  have  given  to  us  now,  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  four  more  branch  libraries  can  be  built  out  of  the 
Carnegie  money.  It  is  well  for  us  to  insist  upon  this  very 
strongly  because  unless  insistence  is  made  the  needs  of  the 
Library  will  not  be  appreciated. 

The  musical  part  of  our  Library  was  greatly  enhanced 
during  the  year  by  the  sons  of  the  late  Rudolph  Herold,  who 
generously  devoted  to  the  Library  the  musical  scores  of  their 
late  father,  Rudolph  Herold. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  French  Government  at  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  donated,  with  great 
liberality  and  thoughtfulness,  the  books  which  they  exhibited 
at  the  Exposition  and  which  were  known  as  "The  Family 
Library."  This  collection  contains  the  best  literature  of 
France  and  most  of  it  is  handsomely  bound. 

Two  of  the  most  welcome  donations  to  the  Library  were 
the  two  mural  paintings  by  Frank  Vincent  Du  Mond,  which 
were  donated  by  the  Exposition  Directors  and  are  to  be 
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placed  in  the  new  library  building.  These  paintings  will  for- 
ever constitute  a  part  of  that  building  and  will  remain  on  its 
walls  as  glorious  reminders  of  an  Exposition  without  parallel 
in  the  world's  history. 

One  of  the  most  successful  additions  which  has  been  made 
to  the  Library  has  been  the  story  hour  for  children,  which 
has  been  started  in  the  Park,  Richmond  and  Mission  branches. 
This  was  entered  upon  with  much  doubt  by  the  Trustees, 
but  its  success  has  been  so  great  as  to  dissipate  all  doubt  as 
its  success. 

The  greatest  event,  however,  of  our  whole  year  has  been 
the  work  done  on  the  Main  Library  building.  The  architect 
of  this  building  is  Mr.  George  W.  Kelham,  who  did  so  much 
of  the  architectural  work  of  our  great  Exposition.  The  cor- 
nerstone was  laid  on  April  15th,  1916,  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
city,  and  already  the  work  has  so  far  progressed  that  all  the 
granite  is  set  and  much  of  the  interior  work  has  been  done. 
Indeed,  unless  some  unusual  event  takes  place,  the  building 
will  be  occupied  by  January  of  next  year.  The  building  is 
indeed  a  jewel  of  architecture  and  its  interior  arrangements 
are  as  perfect  as  present  library  architecture  can  be  made. 
Indeed,  our  Secretary,  Mr.  Mullin,  and  our  architect,  Mr. 
Kelham,  examined,  before  the  plans  were  drawn,  the  principal 
libraries  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  making  ours  as 
perfect  as  possible.  It  can  be  said,  I  think,  with  the  greatest 
confidence  and  without  indulging  too  much  in  the  superlative, 
that  San  Francisco  is  endowed  with  a  library  institution  in 
its  housing  inferior  to  none  in  the  country. 

The  press  of  the  city  has  been  very  appreciative  of  our 
work  and  we  beg  to  thank  them  for  what  they  have  said  in 
our  behalf.  We  must  also  say  that  we  have  been  greatly 
favored  by  our  staff,  without  which  the  results  achieved  by 
us  could  not  have  been  brought  about. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms. 

Edward  Robeson  Taylor, 

President. 
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Stepnrt  of  %  Burt targ 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  and 
Reading  Rooms. 

Gentlemen  : 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  Receipts  and  Ex- 
penditures for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1916: 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  June  30,  1915. . . 

Cash  on  hand  (with  Secretary)  June  30, 

1915   

286.55 

$96,990.64 

3,616.40 

166.95 

3.90 

256.15 

1.25 

16.20 

2.00 

4.55 

.60 

92.85 

5.00 

$101,156.49 

$136,918.74 

DISBURSEMENTS 

$55,299.65 

1,710.00 

27,012.13 

2,363.12 

1,011.75 

218.92 

2,516.68 

8,502.35 

3,986.58 

1,826.61 

993.59 

726.15 

870.60 

$107,038.13 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1916  

29,595.91 

Cash  on  hand  (with  Secretary)  June  30, 

284.70 

$136,918.74 
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RECORD  OF  DELINQUENTS 


FINES 

3,447  Fines  collected,  amounting  to . . , 
1,451  Fines  uncollected,  amounting  to. 

4,898  Fines  imposed,  amounting-  to  


$3,616.40 
286.00 


BOOKS  LOST  AND  BORROWERS'  CARDS 
CANCELLED 

fain  library,  45  volumes,  amounting  to   $  38.20 

[ission  branch,                4  volumes,  amounting  to              j  3.85 

[cCreery  branch,             2  volumes,  amounting  to   1.30 

'orth  Beach  branch,      6  volumes,  amounting  to   6.75 

ichmond  branch,             5  volumes,  amounting  to   3.90 

ark  branch,                  10  volumes,  amounting  to   7.95 

illmore  branch,               8  volumes,  amounting  to   6.80 

•eposit  stations,            24  volumes,  amounting  to   21.95 

Total  104  volumes,  amounting  to  

BOOKS  LOST  AND  PAID  FOR 
.1  volumes,  amounting  to   $  166.95 
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2fepori  of  %  SJtbrartatt 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  of 

the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Librarian  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1916. 

The  development  of  the  past  twelve  months  marks  also 
the  close  of  a  decade  devoted  to  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
library.  When  the  first  steps  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
library  were  taken  and  the  actual  work  of  re-establishing 
the  collection  commenced  in  the  basement  of  the  McCreery 
branch  a  few  months  after  the  fire,  the  undertaking  seemed 
out  of  all  proportion  to  our  resources.  No  extra  appropria- 
tion was  made  to  meet  the  extraordinary  demand  made  upon 
a  less  sum  than  that  accorded  other  cities  of  the  same  size 
under  normal  conditions.  That  this  has  been  accomplished 
and  the  use  thereof  greatly  developed  is  clearly  shown  in  the 
table  of  comparative  statistics  following. 


Circulation 

Cardhc 

•lders 

Volumes  in 
'Library 

1904-5 

1915-16 

1904-5 

1915-16 

1904-5 

1915-16 

Branches — 
Noe  Valley  

384,424 

96,488 
74,162 
128,396 

292,789  . 

112,905 
110,288 
152,733 

19,417 

4,620 
3,344 
'5,780 

13,920 

5,510 
5,348 
7,095 

126,325 

6,895 
4,735 
8,162 

95,056 

11,453 
10,680 
12,213 
5,623 
7,216 
11,358 
9,579 
12,989 

North  Beach  

Richmond   

Deposit  Collection. . . 

49,265 
39,452 
32,231 
23,807 

64,545 
142,694 
132,412 
149,157 

2,546 
1,965 
1,269 
1,538 

3,247 
6,285 
5,351 
6,757 

4,766 
4,094 
2,949 
2,532 

Totals   

830,225 

1,157,523 

40,479 

53,513 

160,457 

176,167 

Although  rapidly  assembled,  the  library  is  in  every  detail 
a  substantial  one.  In  many  respects  it  is  superior  to  the  col- 
lection destroyed. 

Many  files  of  early  newspapers,  local  literary  weeklies,  and 
other  rare  and  valuable  early  California  and  San  Francisco 
items  have  been  gradually  replaced.  Efforts  have  been 
directed  to  the  consistent  development  of  the  separate  depart- 
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ments,  such  as  the  fine  arts  and  technical  divisions,  as  well  as 
the  general  reference  and  circulation  departments.  Very  few 
important  works  are  lacking  to  make  the  section  of  fine  arts 
complete,  as  particular  attention  has  been  lately  directed  to 
filling  in  all  the  significant  gaps.  The  most  substantial  and 
important  additions  both  to  this  and  to  the  general  collection 
were  made  possible  through  the  medium  of  extensive  second- 
hand purchases.  The  technical  books  are  essentially  up-to- 
date,  giving  this  division  the  utmost  practical  value.  The 
section  devoted  to  chemistry  enjoys  the  careful  supervision 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  branch  of  the  American  Chemical  Society 
and  thus  keeps  abreast  of  the  most  useful  and  important 
works  in  this  field. 

From  its  inception  the  music  department  has  been  super- 
vised by  Mr.  Julius  R.  Weber  and  the  fact  that  its  propor- 
tions now  warrant  the  provision  made  for  it  in  the  new 
library  building,  is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  his  faithful 
interest.  With  the  material  available  and  the  equipment  for 
its  proper  exploitation,  the  music  library  should  take  its  place 
among  the  foremost  music  collections. 

Although  the  work  of  restoration  can  not  be  considered 
complete,  the  quality  of  the  material  at  the  disposal  of  scholar 
and  artisan,  though  probably  less  diverse,  is  better  adapted 
to  practical  needs  than  formerly.  The  possibilities  for  exten- 
sion are  unlimited  when  economy  of  space  need  no  longer  be 
considered. 

The  number  of  branch  libraries  has  been  increased  to 
seven.  Of  the  four  branch  libraries  undestroyed,  two  were  in 
rented  buildings.  These  two  have  since  been  removed  into 
permanent  structures  built  from  the  Carnegie  fund.  The 
North  Beach  branch  was  reopened  in  a  rented  building  and 
is  the  only  one  of  the  seven  not  permanently  provided  for. 
The  opening  of  the  Noe  Valley  branch  in  the  near  future 
will  provide  for  a  district  hitherto  indifferently  served  by  a 
deposit  station.  The  deposit  stations  have  more  than  doubled 
in  number.  From  six  stations  with  a  circulation  of  23,807 
they  have  increased  to  sixteen,  circulating  149,157  volumes. 
With  the  Main  library  building  rapidly  nearing  completion, 
the  most  important  attainment  of  all  is  within  reach. 

Notwithstanding  the  distractions  of  1915,  the  circulation 
of  1,157,523  is  the  largest  so  far  recorded  and  is  an  increase  of 
58,765  over  the  year  previous.  During  the  year  26,236  new 
cards  were  issued,  making  a  total  of  53,513.  As  our  registra- 
tion is  of  two  years'  duration,  this  compares  favorably  with 
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other  libraries  whose  registration  periods  date  from  three  to 
five  years. 

Special  efforts  have  been  expended  throughout  the  year 
to  develop  the  work  with  the  children,  building  up  and  ex- 
tending as  far  as  possible  the  usefulness  of  this  division.  To 
this  end  the  work  with  the  schools  has  contributed  greatly. 
The  story  hour  conducted  at  the  Richmond,  Park  and  Mis- 
sion branches  has  been  successful  beyond  all  expectations. 
At  the  Main  library  very  little  can  be  accomplished  in  this 
field.  The  children's  corner  overflows  the  space  allotted  and 
their  books  have  long  since  been  crowded  out  for  lack  of 
shelf-room.  Xo  class  of  readers  can  benefit  more  from  the 
promise  of  the  new  building  than  the  children,  as  they  have 
suffered  most  from  the  limitations  of  the  present  one. 

The  total  number  of  176,167  volumes  does  not  fully  repre- 
sent the  entire  resources  of  the  library.  Several  thousand 
volumes  of  public  documents  were  received  from  Washing- 
ton through  Senator  Tames  D.  Phelan.  and  the  French  gov- 
ernment has  donated  the  "Family  Library,"  an  attractive 
feature  of  the  French  pavilion  at  the  Exposition.  These 
books  have  all  been  stored  temporarily  in  the  basement  of 
one  of  the  fire-proof  branches.  Valuable  donations  of  music, 
including  that  of  the  Herold  and  Jacobs  estates,  have  been 
stored,  awaiting  the  opening  of  the  music  section  in  the  new 
building.  An  additional  donation  of  several  hundred  volumes 
of  Spanish  books  was  added  to  the  Cebrian  collection.  Mr. 
Cebrian's  generosity  has  made  our  collection  of  Spanish  lit- 
erature an  enviable  one. 

The  Mission  branch  was  opened  to  the  public  December 
30,  1915.  Satisfaction  with  the  building  has  been  general.  It 
supplies  a  long  felt  want  in  giving  the  Mission  district  a  com- 
modious and  attractive  library.  The  following  extract  from 
the  architect's  description  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the 
beauty  and  dignity  of  the  whole. 

The  Mission  branch  library  in  San  Francisco  is  an  inter- 
esting example  of  an  individual  type  of  Spanish  architecture. 
Its  design  was  suggested  by  the  fact  that  the  building  is  located 
in  that  portion  of  the  city  called  the  Mission  district.  The  build- 
ing faces  on  two  streets,  with  its  exterior  in  matt  glazed  cream 
terra  cotta  with  the  ornament  around  the  windows  and  en- 
trances, in  the  frieze  and  belt  courses  done  in  polychrome  terra 
cotta  of  tan,  green,  orange  and  blue.  The  ground  story  windows 
and  entrances  have  metal  grilles,  the  roof  overhang  is  wood  tim- 
bered and  the  roof  is  covered  with  red  Mission  tiles.  The  frieze 
contains  the  name  of  the  building,  while  on  tablets  below  the 
reading-room  windows  appear  the  names  of  authors. 

The  main  entrance  leads  directly  from  the  sidewalk  through 
a  small  vestibule  with  double  sets  of  doors  to  the  entrance  hall, 
which  is  finished  in  marble  with  plaster  cornice.  This  hall  opens 
to  the  left  into  a  commodious  lecture  hall,  which  also  has  an 
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entrance  from  the  side  street.  To  the  right  of  the  entrance  is 
the  children's  department.  From  the  vestibule  the  wide  and  easy 
stairs  lead  directly  to  the  delivery  desk  in  the  main  reading- 
room. 

The  walls  above  the  book  cases  and  the  ceiling  are  finished 
in  plaster  imitation  of  travertine  stone.  The  windows  are  round 
headed  and  have  penetrations  over  them  into  the  arched  ceiling. 

An  exceptional  stock  of  books,  both  in  point  of  quality 
and  quantity,  has  been  prepared  for  the  Noe  Valley  branch. 
It  is  expected  that  some  of  the  patronage  of  the  Mission 
branch  will  be  deflected  to  this  branch. 

Work  has  proceeded  at  the  Main  library  under  the  most 
congested  conditions.  The  rooms  are  at  all  times  overcrowded 
and  there  is  not  adequate  shelving  for  the  books  as  they  are 
received.  Such  conditions  have  doubled  the  work  in  all  de- 
partments, but  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  efficient  service 
of  the  public  has  not  been  impaired. 

An  inventory  was  taken  at  the  Main  library  and  at  each 
branch  and  although  not  quite  complete,  the  number  of  books 
missing,  particularly  from  the  Main  library,  is  considerably 
less  than  expected. 

The  new  library  will  make  necessary  a  number  of  new 
departments  whose  conduct  will  require  many  new  assistants. 
An  examination  of  applicants  was  held  April  8,  1916.  The 
tests  were  conducted  along  slightly  different  lines  than  form- 
erly and  an  unusually  large  number  of  candidates  has  taken 
the  probationary  work.  For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
standard  of  service  and  encouraging  efficiency,  some  amend- 
ments to  the  rules  for  library  service  have  been  adopted. 

The  problem  of  supplying  assistants  to  fill  positions  during 
the  vacations  of  the  regular  members  of  the  staff  has  been  a 
trying  one  for  a  number  of  seasons  past.  In  anticipation  of 
an  increase  of  this  difficulty  with  the  enlargement  of  the  staff, 
provision  for  the  employment  of  temporary  vacation  substi- 
tutes has  been  made.  The  practice  of  holding  an  examination 
for  substitutes  when  there  are  no  positions  to  offer  save  a  few 
months'  employment  in  the  summer,  will  be  no  longer  neces- 
sary. By  this  means  it  will  also  be  possible  to  confine  the 
vacations  to  the  three  months  during  which  the  work  is 
lightest  and  the  period  need  not  be  prolonged  into  the  fall. 

A  series  of  bibliographies  for  the  municipal  reference 
library  has  been  compiled  by  the  reference  librarian  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Municipal  Record  at  intervals.  The  publicity 
obtained  has  given  some  prominence  to  this  department, 
which  is  to  be  an  important  one  when  accommodations  may 
be  provided  for  its  separate  conduct. 
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The  method  of  supplying  the  outlying  districts  by  deposit 
stations  has  been  generally  productive  of  very  good  results. 
In  some  instances,  however,  more  satisfactory  arrangements 
should  be  made.  Conducted  in  a  small  store,  the  library  sta- 
tion is  usually  secondary  to  the  commercial  consideration 
both  in  point  of  service  and  in  the  amount  of  shelf-room  al- 
lowed. The  collection,  of  necessity  limited,  must  be  further 
curtailed  to  meet  these  conditions,  and  room  for  a  few  essen- 
tial reference  works  and  the  opportunity  to  use  them  is 
denied.  In  several  locations  this  lack  of  a  reading  room  is 
really  a  serious  deprivation  and  the  matter  of  some  improve- 
ment in  the  establishment  of  a  sub-branch  is  one  worthy  of 
attention.  Such  a  sub-branch  in  a  small  rented  building  with 
a  trained  assistant  in  charge  of  a  suitable  assortment  of  books 
would  be  greatly  in  advance  of  the  present  system. 

Many  other  improvements  similar  to  those  successfully 
developed  by  other  cities  suggest  themselves,  but  unless  the 
appropriation  be  increased  they  cannot  be  carried  out.  The 
appropriation  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  library  during  these  later  years. 

Expansion  in  the  matter  of  new  branches  alone  under 
financially  inelastic  conditions  is  accomplished  with  difficulty. 
The  equipment  of  a  new  branch  involves  not  only  mainten- 
ance as  well  as  an  increased  expenditure  for  books  inade- 
quately provided  for,  but  from  the  time  of  ordering  the  books 
until  all  have  been  catalogued  and  placed  upon  the  shelves 
an  immense  amount  of  extra  work  is  exacted  of  all.  With  a 
staff  one-third  less  than  that  of  any  other  library  undertaking  a 
like  volume  of  work  this  is  somewhat  of  a  hardship. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  work  in  various  departments 
follows  in  extracts  from  reports  made  by  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  branch  librarians. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  commend  the  fine  spirit  of  the  staff 
whose  untiring  energy,  and  courtesy  have  made  it  possible 
to  handle  successfully  the  large  volume  of  work  under  the 
most  adverse  conditions.  To  them  and  to  the  Honorable 
Board  of  Trustees  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for 
their  co-operation  and  help  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robert  Rea, 

Librarian 
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REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

In  submitting  the  report  of  the  reference  department  for 
the  year  1915-16,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  work  falls  into 
three  main  divisions :  the  use  and  care  of  the  general  reference 
library;  the  handling  of  bound  and  current  periodicals;  and 
the  service  given  to  newspaper  readers. 

With  regard  to  the  reference  work  proper,  the  year  from 
beginning  to  end  has  been  a  period  of  unvarying  activity. 
The  requests  for  books  and  information,  of  necessity,  cover 
a  wide  range  of  topics.  The  lines  of  development  in  the  use 
of  the  reference  department  have  been  in  the  sections  of  fine 
arts  and  modern  languages,  both  demand  and  supply  in  these 
subjects  having  been  greater  than  in  past  years.  The  keen 
interest  in  modern  painting,  sculpture,  tapestries,  and  music 
proved  the  value  of  every  purchase  in  these  classes ;  while 
the  collection  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  Spanish  language 
has  been  a  source  of  pleasure  to  the  readers  who  drew  from 
it  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  months  there  was 
a  remarkable  increase  in  the  use  of  the  teachers'  professional 
literature — pedagogics,  reviews  and  all  publications  bearing 
on  the  modern  interpretation  and  application  of  educational 
theories.  As  might  be  expected,  while  the  schools  are  in  ses- 
sion the  help  given  to  school  children  and  the  guidance  of 
the  library  work  of  the  older  students  have  been  increasingly 
important  functions  of  this  department. 

The  use  of  technical  material,  always  a  special  feature  of 
San  Francisco  reading  and  reference  rooms,  shows  its  greatest 
activity  in  the  lines  of  chemistry  and  electricity.  There  is  a 
marked  revival  of  interest  in  works  on  naval  architecture 
and  marine  engineering.  The  demand  for  recently  published 
books  on  business  methods  is  constant  and  urgent. 

In  considering  the  second  division  of  the  service,  the  care 
of  the  current  and  bound  periodicals,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to 
note  that  the  range  of  usefulness  of  this  department  has  been 
greatly  extended  by  the  additions  made  to  the  subscription 
list  during  the  year;  there  is  active  demand  for  English, 
French,  German  and  Spanish  weeklies,  as  well  as  for  all  art 
and  technical  journals.  While  publications  of  the  higher 
grade  are  subjected  to  the  most  severe  wear,  all  magazines 
that  print  comment  on  the  events  of  the  passing  months 
have  a  large  following  of  eager  readers. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  third  branch  of  work 
assigned  to  the  reference  department,  supervision  of  news- 
papers on  file  in  the  library,  is  of  increasing  value  to  the 
public.  The  daily  attendance  of  readers  is  large ;  but  the 
searching  done  in  the  earlier  issues  of  the  San  Francisco 
papers  by  lawyers,  newspaper  men  and  others  is  often  of 
vital  importance,  as  the  information  sought  can  be  obtained 
in  no  other  way.  It  is  good  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  gaps 
in  these  files  of  papers  are  closing  as  old  copies  come  to  light 
in  various  parts  of  the  state,  and  are  acquired  by  the  library. 

As  the  reading  and  consulting  of  books,  magazines  and 
newspapers  must  be  done  in  one  room,  overcrowding  has  been 
unavoidable.  All  available  space  is  filled  from  early  in  the 
day  until  closing  time.  The  establishment  of  the  municipal 
offices  in  the  Civic  Center  and  the  location  of  extension  classes 
of  the  University  of  California  in  the  building  of  the  High 
School  of  Commerce  made  the  reference  department  easier 
of  access  for  many  readers.  This  was  particularly  noticeable 
at  noon  and  in  the  evening.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase 
in  attendance  during  the  hours  between  six  and  nine  p.  m. 

According  to  the  practice  of  making  preparation  for  special 
holidays  and  festivals,  a  selection  of  Shakespearean  literature 
was  displayed  during  the  Shakespeare  tercentenary  cele- 
bration. 

In  reviewing  the  twelve  months  ending  June  30,  1916, 
three  points  are  notable  as  characteristic  of  the  year's  work : 
first,  the  large  use  of  reference  material,  particularly  in  the 
sections  devoted  to  fine  arts  and  technical  literature ;  second, 
the  heavy  demand  for  periodicals,  with  the  resulting  strain 
on  the  supply ;  third,  the  increased  number  of  busy  men  who 
spend  their  evenings  in  the  companionship  of  friendly  books. 

Mary  Aloysia  Byrne, 

Reference  Librarian 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

There  were  catalogued  in  this  department  for  the  fiscal 
year  just  ended,  24,407  volumes.  Of  this  number,  13,763 
were  new  titles,  an  increase  of  2,292  new  titles  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  While  the  total  number  of  volumes  shows  a 
decrease  of  446,  this  is  due  to  the  fewer  number  of  replace- 
ments of  worn-out  copies.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  books  catalogued : 
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Main  Library 
Branches    . . . 


New 
Titles 


6,250 
7,513 


Additional  Additional  Replace 

Volumes  Copies  ments 

2,398  1,030  1,762 

615  3,578  1,261 


Total 
14,440 
12,967 


13,763 


3,013 


4,608 


3,023 


24,407 


In  the  Branch  department,  the  transference  of  the  records 
from  the  small  branch  union  cards  to  the  larger  cards  has 
been  completed,  rendering  the  branch  work  easier  to  handle. 
The  small  cards  have  been  arranged  in  shelf-list  form  to  facili- 
tate their  use  for  reference.  About  4,300  volumes  are  ready 
for  the  opening  of  the  Noe  Valley  branch. 

The  librarian  of  the  Richmond  branch  has  completed  the 
shelf-list  for  that  branch,  and  the  shelf-lists  for  the  Fillmore, 
Mission,  and  McCreery  branches  are  nearing  completion 
under  the  supervision  of  the  branch  librarians.  Guide  cards 
were  made  for  all  the  branch  catalogues,  replacing  the  old 
ones  in  use.  The  department  proposes  next  year  to  make 
cross  references  to  bring  out  all  related  subjects  in  these  cata- 
logues. This  will  increase  their  usefulness  making  the  re- 
sources of  the  libraries  more  available,  by  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  patrons  to  many  subjects  of  interest  which  might 
otherwise  remain  unnoticed. 

The  great  number  of  Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered 
is  due  to  the  increased  number  of  new  titles  added  and  to  the 
constant  replacement  of  soiled  cards  in  the  cabinet,  by  new 
cards.  These  soiled  cards  show  the  great  usage  the  cata- 
logue receives. 

The  publications  during  the  year  included  the  regular 
Monthly  bulletin,  the  annual  cumulated  author  list,  and  a  list 
of  current  periodicals.  The  proof  for  the  annual  report  was, 
as  usual,  read  in  this  department.  Lists  of  books  on  business, 
commerce,  child  welfare,  gardening,  and  art  appeared  in  the 
Bulletin.  The  list  of  books  on  art,  with  special  reference  to 
the  art  exhibit  at  the  Exposition,  was  prepared  in  the  Refer- 
ence department,  the  other  lists  were  prepared  in  this  depart- 
ment. A  list  of  books  on  vocational  guidance  was  set  up  on 
the  multigraph  and  distributed  to  the  graduating  classes  of 
the  grammar  schools  through  the  co-operation  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  The  improved  appearance  of  the  Monthly  bul- 
letin is  due  to  the  change  of  type  and  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  classes  of  books.  Still  further  improvement  could  be 
made,  if  annotations  of  some  of  the  more  important  books 
were  added  in  the  form  of  quotations  from  book  reviews. 

With  so  few  assistants  it  is  difficult  to  undertake  some 
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very  desirable  projects,  such  as  further  analytical  work  (es- 
pecially in  connection  with  the  juvenile  catalogue)  and  the 
issuance  of  printed  lists.  However,  a  list  of  the  more  popular 
books  in  the  library  in  the  Spanish  language  is  in  preparation. 
Such  a  list  is  in  great  demand  and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  it 
in  the  near  future. 

The  work  of  re-classifying  the  public  documents  is  con- 
templated. The  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washing- 
ton has  issued  a  check-list  of  documents  which  makes  their 
use  more  convenient  in  many  ways.  It  is  proposed  to  make 
our  system  conform  to  the  numbering  of  this  check-list.  The 
chief  cataloguer  visited  Sacramento  during  May  to  investi- 
gate the  usage  of  the  State  Library  in  this  regard. 

Each  of  the  thirty-one  probationers  under  examination 
spent  a  week  in  the  catalogue  department.  Being  taken  in 
groups  of  five  or  six,  they  were  given  some  rudimentary  in- 
struction in  the  technical  side  of  library  work  by  means  of 
lectures  and  actual  practice  on  some  of  the  simpler  records. 
The  aptitude  which  they  displayed  helped  to  determine  their 
fitness  for  positions  in  the  library  and  prepared  the  success- 
ful candidates  for  an  understanding  of  the  fundamentals  of 
library  work.  The  interest  and  progress  shown  by  the  pro- 
bationers demonstrated  the  value  of  such  lectures. 

Alice  M.  Healy, 

Chief  Cataloguer 

ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

The  total  number  of  volumes  purchased  during  the  year 
is  25,647;  of  this  number  16,404  are  new  titles,  4,608  additional 
copies  and  3,023  replacements.  xAlthough  this  is  an  increase 
of  1,000  new  titles  added,  the  fact  that  5,623  volumes  com- 
prise the  Noe  Valley  branch  shows  a  decrease  in  the  actual 
amount  of  new  material  provided. 

A  comparatively  limited  number  of  new  books  whose 
quality  and  popular  interest  justifies  their  inclusion  in  a  pub- 
lic library  have  been  presented  by  the  book  trade  for  the 
consideration  of  the  reading  public.  Consequently  fewer  new 
titles  have  been  selected  monthly,  by  the  Book  Committee, 
from  the  material  brought  to  their  attention  through  the 
regular  channels  of  trade  and  literary  reviews. 

The  paucity  of  output  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
British  publications,  and  the  American  market  has  been  cor- 
respondingly influenced.    Literary  activities  along  the  lines 
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of  scholarly,  and  technical  or  popularly  informative  works, 
have  been  suspended  to  a  great  extent  on  account  of  the  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  volumes 
added,  apart  from  the  impetus  lacking  in  the  supply  of  new 
books,  is  also  indicative  of  the  gradual  solidification  of  the 
collection.  The  policy  of  the  library  in  purchasing  thousands 
of  volumes  yearly  from  second-hand  book  dealers  has  been 
necessary  for  the  establishment  of  the  library  on  those  founda- 
tional works  of  substantial  value  that  are  no  longer  in  print. 
Thus  the  decrease  in  second-hand  purchases  from  6,000  vol- 
umes last  year  to  3,436  volumes  for  1915-16  is  evidence  of 
the  determined  and  permanent  growth  of  the  essential  com- 
position of  the  library. 

The  principal  additions  were  made  in  the  fine  arts  division. 
A  number  of  very  fine  sets  and  single  works  of  value  have 
been  acquired.  Dictionaries  in  Slavic  and  non-European 
languages  were  added  to  the  reference  collection. 

Several  hundred  volumes  of  new  material  were  provided 
for  both  the  Richmond  and  Mission  branches  and  many  of 
the  older  books  at  the  Mission  branch  have  been  withdrawn 
for  the  substitution  of  more  up-to-date  reference  works. 

The  Noe  Valley  branch  will  open  with  an  exceptionally 
attractive  and  complete  stock  of  books.  Many  months  have 
been  devoted  to  providing  this  branch  with  a  well-selected, 
practical  and  useful  collection.  A  similar  selection  is  to  be 
provided  for  the  Mission  branch,  whose  supply  of  books  will 
be  further  extended  and  freshened. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  domestic  publications  was 
again  awarded  to  the  White  House.  Some  slight  changes  in 
the  discounts  offered  for  the  coming  year  have  been  made, 
but  an  entirely  desirable  arrangement  for  the  library  contin- 
ues in  force. 

Foreign  and  other  publications  remain  with  Stechert  & 
Co.  of  New  York,  who  afford  superior  service  and  moderate 
terms  as  usual. 

Many  new  works  have  been  added  to  the  music  section  on 
the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Julius  R.  Weber.  A  valuable 
gift  of  Mr.  Rudolph  Herold's  orchestral  library  was  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  the  Messrs.  Rudolph  J.,  Oscar,  Hugo, 
and  Roderick  Herold.  The  late  Mr.  Herold's  library  is  a 
well-known  and  important  collection  and  will  greatly  enhance 
the  quality  of  the  music  section. 

Mr.  John  C.  Cebrian  has  increased  his  donation  of  Spanish 
books  by  several  hundred  volumes.     The  Spanish  section 
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under  Mr.  Cebrian's  patronage  is  becoming  a  notable  one. 
Mrs.  Rafaela  G.  de  Marcor  very  kindly  compiled  an  elaborate 
list  of  Spanish  additions,  the  greater  number  of  which  were 
at  once  ordered.  Miss  Godchaux,  as  before,  has  directed  the 
principal  French  purchases. 

Annette  Windele, 
Chief  of  the  Order  Department 

BINDING  DEPARTMENT 

The  number  of  books  bound  for  the  branches  is  approxi- 
mately the  same  as  last  year.  The  increase  shown  below  is 
confined  principally  to  the  Main  library  and  the  deposit 
stations. 


Main  library   

Deposit  stations   

Fillmore  branch   

McCreery  branch   

Mission  branch   

North  Beach  branch  

Park  branch   

Richmond  branch   

Totals  

Table  Showing  Materials  Used 


1914-15 

1915-16 

4,417 

5,609 

1,276 

1,717 

1,182 

1,309 

1,126 

1,378 

2,104 

1,565 

669 

719 

1,514 

1,495 

1,242 

1,409 

13,530 


15,201 


Books 

*Oa 

HB 

Cow 

Mor 

Vel 

OaP 

Rec 

2,813 

1,544 

95 

17 

21 

47 

57 

1,672 

45 

1,099 

130 

'  *8 

'  '4 

1,153 

148 

8 

i 

1,307 

179 

11 

2 

628 

22 

4 

1 

1,117 

291 

8 

"5 

Richmond  branch   

1,230 

104 

5 

"3 

3 

11,019 

2,463 

139 

17 

21 

58 

76 

Periodicals 

News- 
papers 

HB 

Cow 

Duck 

Mor 

OaP 

Rec 

Duck 

Totals 

Mission  branch  

North  Beach  branch. 

Richmond  branch.... 

567 

'16 

9 
10 

8 
21 
12 

55 

*58 
59 
45 
56 
53 
52 

159 
... 

136 

6 

2 

90 

5,609 
1,717 
1,309 
1,378 
1,565 
719 
1,495 
1,409 

Totals  

637 

378 

159 

136 

6 

2 

90 

15,201 

*Oa — Oasis  Vel — Vellum  Rec — Re-case 

HB — Holliston    Buckram  OaP — Oasis  paneled  Mor — Morocco 

Cow — Cowhide 
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The  rebinding  of  books  and  the  binding  of  periodicals, 
newspapers  and  other  serials,  continues  to  be  very  satis- 
factory. Some  improvements  in  the  finishing  have  been  sug- 
gested for  the  coming  year. 

The  work  of  the  year  includes  the  binding  of  eight  sets  of 
magazines  purchased  unbound.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
108  volumes  of  the  London  Quarterly  Review  and  37  volumes 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine.  There  were  also  bound  179 
volumes  of  the  publications  of  the  Early  English  Text  Society. 

Periodical  Department 

The  periodicals  subscribed  for  at  the  present  time  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  year.  The  total  of  these  now 
amounts  to  375  for  the  Main  library  and  301  for  the  branches. 
(These  figures  include  duplicate  copies)  The  Main  library 
also  subscribes  to  27  newspapers,  and  each  branch  to  5  local 
newspapers.  A  number  of  periodicals  and  newspapers  are 
received  as  gifts.  (Periodicals  153,  newspapers  53)  These 
gifts  do  not  include  federal,  state  and  municipal  documents 
nor  university  and  library  publications. 

A  number  of  periodicals  have  ceased  publication  during 
the  year  and  several  have  been  consolidated. 

G.  E.  Stechert  &  Co.  of  New  York  City  continue  to  supply 
the  library  with  its  foreign  periodicals.  These  are  not  re- 
ceived as  regularly  as  during  the  first  year  of  the  war,  but 
the  greater  portion  of  them  eventually  reach  the  library. 

Bertha  S.  Hafner, 

Binding  and  Periodicals 

BRANCHES  AND  STATIONS 

Although  the  actual  growth  is  indicated  in  the  figures  of 
the  statistics,  the  steady  increase  in  all  departments  of  the 
work  and  the  new  activities  undertaken  in  the  new  and  old 
branches  alike,  constitute  a  significant  development  apart  from 
the  gains  in  circulation.  The  new  buildings  for  the  Mission 
and  Richmond  branches  have  been  adequate  in  every  respect 
for  the  sections  served.  At  the  busy  periods  at  the  Mission 
branch  the  building  is  well  filled  but  not  to  discomfort.  More 
reference  work  has  been  done  advantageously  and  the  public 
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need  depend  less  upon  the  Main  library  as  a  source  of  casual 
help  and  information. 

A  better  understanding  of  the  resources  of  the  Main 
library  as  available  for  branch  readers  through  the  messenger 
service,  is  becoming  more  general.  The  change  in  the  form  of 
order  slip  has  given  more  latitude  in  filling  the  orders  and  the 
number  of  those  returned  unfilled  is  consequently  lessened. 
Many  of  the  orders  received  daily  at  the  Main  library  must 
be  looked  up  in  the  main  catalogue  for  call  number  or  other 
information. 

It  has  been  difficult  to  meet  the  demand  for  foreign  books 
for  readers  at  the  branches  and  stations.  Owing  to  the  lack 
of  a  printed  list  the  main  collection  is  comparatively  inac- 
cessible for  these  readers  except  for  calls  made  for  recent 
titles  appearing  in  the  Bulletin.  In  order  to  improve  the 
supply  for  each  branch  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  extensively 
to  the  deposit  collection. 

The  story  hour  has  been  established  in  three  of  the  branch 
libraries  and  will  be  adopted  in  all  as  soon  as  suitable  provi- 
sion can  be  made  to  undertake  this  work  successfully.  Not 
only  is  it  of  great  interest  to  the  children  but  it  is  a  very 
necessary  feature  of  work  with  juvenile  readers. 

Although  there  is  always  a  public  demand  for  new 
branches  it  is  not  always  possible  to  respond.  A  new  building 
in  the  Noe  Valley  will  be  occupied  as  the  seventh  branch, 
and  will  be  opened  in  the  near  future.  At  present  five  of  the 
branches  are  in  permanent  library  buildings. 

Xo  new  stations  have  been  opened  during  the  year  but  the 
end  of  the  station  department  in  supplying  books  for  those 
who  for  lack  of  time  can  not  go  to  any  library  has  been  con- 
scientiously served.  Meetings  of  the  branch  librarians  were 
held  at  intervals  throughout  the  year. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  Mission  branch  took  place 
December  30,  1915.  Although  the  opening  had  not  been 
advertised  it  was  very  well  attended.  The  comfort,  beauty 
and  equipment  of  the  building  met  with  general  approval 
and  appreciation.  It  is  now  felt  to  be  permanently  adequate 
for  the  district. 

At  the  North  Beach  branch  development  is  hampered  to  a 
certain  extent  by  the  overcrowded  building.  The  shelves 
require  constant  shifting  and  supervision  to  preserve  any 
degree  of  order.  The  greater  number  of  the  juvenile  readers 
at  this  branch  are  of  the  Oriental  and  Latin  races. 

The  advance  accomplished  by  the  Richmond  branch  in  the 
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past  two  years  has  been  considerable  and  even  greater  growth 
can  be  hoped  for.  The  district  is  a  large  and  growing  one  and 
is  extremely  progressive. 

At  the  Park  branch  colored  picture  books  have  been  pro- 
vided for  the  younger  children.  Besides  providing  entertain- 
ment and  distraction  for  the  children  they  have  been  of  great 
assistance  as  they  spare  the  collection  much  handling  and 
lessen  the  time  taken  up  by  unnecessary  sorting.  Special 
occasions  such  as  the  Shakespeare  tercentenary,  etc.,  have 
been  prepared  for  with  assortments  of  books  and  picture 
posters. 

The  Fillmore  branch  in  spite  of  the  alterations  made  not 
long  ago  is  much  too  small  for  the  number  of  readers  who 
come  daily  to  this  branch.  Particularly  in  the  winter,  condi- 
tions are  most  uncomfortable. 

Belle  A.  Goldman, 
Supervisor  of  Branches  and  Stations. 

Mission  Branch. — After  more  than  twenty-five  years  dur- 
ing which  the  Mission  branch  has  outgrown  a  number  of  tem- 
porary locations  it  is  permanently  established  in  the  new 
building  at  Twenty-fourth  and  Bartlett  streets.  This  is  the 
second  branch  to  be  built  from  the  Carnegie  fund  and  has 
justified  expectations  in  the  handsome  and  practical  building 
designed  in  harmony  with  the  historic  associations  of  the 
Mission  and  meeting  every  requirement  of  comfort. 

The  greater  part  of  the  collection  acquired  in  recent  years 
is  a  substantial  and  important  basis  for  the  new  building's 
collection.  Numbers  of  the  oldest  works  have  been  abandoned 
and  preparation  has  been  made  for  the  introduction  of  several 
hundred  new  books.  Many  of  these  new  books  of  a  practical 
and  interesting  quality  have  been  purchased  and  are  in  process 
of  cataloguing.  It  is  intended  to  renovate  the  whole  collection 
and  to  make  further  additions  to  all  the  classes. 

At  present  the  children's  department  is  included  in  the 
main  reading  room  but  a  separate  room  has  been  provided  on 
the  ground  floor  for  this  branch  of  the  work.  The  story  hour 
is  being  conducted  here  with  great  success,  and  when  the 
juvenile  work  is  undertaken  separately  the  best  results  may 
be  looked  for. 

With  the  additional  space  afforded  by  this  transfer,  the 
building  will  meet  comfortably  the  demand  made  upon  it  by 
the  large  district  served,  as  well  as  provide  additional  shelf- 
room  for  the  new  books  needed.    The  circulation  of  152,733 
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volumes  is  an  increase  of  2,800  for  the  year.  In  consideration 
of  the  decrease  incident  to  the  days  during  which  the  library 
was  closed  for  removal  this  is  a  satisfactory  advance  in  proof 
of  durable  growth. 

A  complete  revision  of  the  records  has  been  undertaken 
and  the  installation  of  a  separate  shelf-list  completed.  The 
work  of  taking  an  inventory  of  the  books  is  well  under  way. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  branch  at  present  is 
12,213  and  the  number  of  cardholders  is  7,095. 

The  timely  use  of  every  possible  means  of  extending  the 
library  influence  through  the  schools  and  district  organiza- 
tions contributes  to  increase  the  number  of  persons  availing 
themselves  of  the  library's  resources.  With  the  opening  of 
school  many  activities  suspended  during  the  later  months  of 
the  term  and  during  vacation  will  be  resumed  and  with  the 
new  books  well  on  their  way,  greater  development  can  be 
looked  for  in  the  coming  months. 

Park  Branch. — Work  at  the  Park  branch  maintains  a 
steady  increase  in  all  departments.  During  the  winter  months 
the  attendance  was  unusual.  It  was  difficult  to  accommodate 
the  number  of  readers  who  crowTded  the  building  during  the 
busy  hours.  The  usual  slight  decrease  incident  to  the  summer 
months  is  more  noticeable  this  year  in  contrast  to  the  sus- 
tained circulation  of  last  summer  due  to  the  Exposition. 

Additions  for  the  year  have  been  many  and  well  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  classes.  The  demand  for  French  and 
German  books  continues,  and,  in  addition,  requests  for  Spanish 
books  have  been  very  general. 

The  juvenile  department  becomes  more  popular  yearly, 
the  seating  capacity  is  far  too  limited  and  our  shelf-room  will 
soon  be  overcrowded.  In  May  the  story  hour  was  introduced 
and  has  been  very  well  received.  The  schools  were  notified 
and  announcement  made  in  the  neighborhood  paper  and  as  a 
result  an  attendance  of  from  eighty  to  two  hundred  children 
between  the  ages  of  four  and  twelve  years  has  been  recorded 
each  week. 

Programmes  consistent  with  the  age  of  the  children  and 
arranged  to  be  instructive  and  interesting  have  been  carried 
out. 

The  picture  bulletins  and  posters  have  been  of  interest  to 
adults  as  well  as  to  the  children. 

A  long  felt  want  has  been  filled  in  the  supply  of  picture 
books  for  the  smaller  children.    The  younger  children  are 
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satisfied  with  these  table  books  instead  of  misplacing  numbers 
of  books  on  the  shelves  in  a  search  for  colored  pictures. 

The  amount  of  reference  work  is  constantly  increasing. 
With  the  important  additions  made  to  this  section  during 
the  year  the  material  at  our  disposal  is  greatly  improved  and 
requests  for  assistance  can  be  met  with  facility. 

The  customary  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  neighboring 
schools  and  the  same  harmonious  co-operation  has  been  main- 
tained. 

New  cabinets  for  catalogue  and  shelf-list  have  been  in- 
stalled, adding  greatly  to  the  working  convenience. 

Richmond  Branch. — The  second  year  in  the  new  Carnegie 
building  has  been  one  of  continued  growth.  The  increase  of 
patronage  shown  with  the  establishment  of  the  branch  in  the 
new  building  has  not  wavered  and  the  total  circulation  for  the 
year  of  132,412  volumes  for  home  use  is  an  advance  of  20,057 
over  last  year.  The  number  of  cards  in  force  has  increased  to 
5,351,  an  addition  of  936  for  the  year. 

The  story  hour  for  children  was  started  at  this  branch  in 
March,  and  has  been  an  important  feature  of  the  year's  work. 
The  auditorium  was  arranged  as  comfortably  as  possible,  by  the 
installation  of  low  benches  for  the  little  children,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  posters  and  flowers  has  added  to  the  general  interest  and 
attractiveness. 

The  story  hour  is  held  every  Friday  afternoon  after  school 
and  has  been  very  well  attended.  From  96  to  275  children  have 
attended  weekly.  The  first  half  hour  is  devoted  to  the  younger 
children  and  the  last  half  to  the  older  ones. 

The  programmes  are  planned  to  begin  with  fairy  stories, 
legends  and  other  favorites,  and  to  progress  gradually  to  the 
popular  classics  of  all  literatures. 

The  schools  in  the  vicinity  have  been  visited  and  applications 
have  been  distributed  to  teachers  and  pupils.  The  library  has 
successfully  supplied  the  demand  thus  created  for  books  sup- 
plemental to  school  work  and  of  a  class  indicative  of  better 
directed  reading.  Material  for  teachers'  lists  have  been  supplied 
partly  from  the  branch  collection  and  partly  from  the  Main 
library. 

The  supply  of  reference  books  has  been  greatly  improved. 
Everything  is  up-to-date  and  practical.  Old  editions  have  been 
replaced  by  the  very  latest  and  many  new  authorities  have  been 
added.    Consequently  reference  work  can  be  readily  and  satis- 
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factorily  undertaken  with  excellent  results.  All  the  miscel- 
laneous books  are  being  analyzed,  giving  prominence  to  all  the 
available  material  on  different  subjects  not  brought  out  in  the 
cataloguing,  making  such  data  readily  accessible  at  short  notice. 

Careful  supervision  of  the  shelves  in  promptly  discarding 
soiled  and  shabby  copies  of  books  and  rebinding  those  in  need 
of  restoration  improves  the  general  appearance  of  the  collection 
and  adds  to  the  working  value  of  the  books. 

The  extra  copies  of  the  daily  newspapers  have  been  a  source 
of  satisfaction  to  the  patrons  and  an  improvement  in  this  service. 

During  the  time  spent  by  probationers  at  the  branch  an  in- 
ventory of  the  books  was  taken  with  their  assistance. 

The  building  is  comfortable  and  commodious  and  is  a  con- 
stant source  of  satisfaction  to  all  who  use  the  library. 

Fillmore  Branch. — During  the  past  year  the  work  at  this 
branch  was  affected  to  a  great  extent  by  the  Exposition.  The 
call  for  books  on  art,  architecture,  music,  legendary  lore,  etc., 
was  more  pronounced  than  ever  before.  Continued  interest  in 
this  class  of  reading  has  perceptibly  lowered  the  fiction  per- 
centage. As  the  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the  collection 
of  music  at  the  Main  library  has  increased,  some  patrons  have 
preferred  to  consult  the  music  there  directly,  rather  than  send 
for  it  through  the  branch,  thus  recording  a  decrease  of  usage 
here  in  that  class  of  books. 

With  the  exception  of  occasional  interest  in  Exposition 
topics,  the  demand  for  material  for  club  programmes,  usually 
a  prominent  feature  of  the  work  at  this  branch,  was  not  as 
great  as  usual.  This  activity  will  no  doubt  be  renewed  in  the 
coming  months  and  preparation  for  it  is  being  made  by  listing 
magazine  material  on  topics  of  current  interest. 

The  schools  have  been  visited  and  every  possible  assistance 
has  been  given  in  filling  the  wants  from  teachers'  and  children's 
lists.  It  is,  of  .course,  impossible  to  meet  the  demand  for  fifty 
or  more  copies  of  supplemental  texts  but  everything  that  is 
within  our  resources  is  at  their  disposal.  Several  private 
schools  in  the  neighborhood  have  specialized  along  reference 
lines  not  coincident  with  that  of  the  public  school,  and  it  is 
therefore  possible  to  help  both. 

The  class  of  new  books  received  during  the  year  has  helped 
to  increase  the  reading  of  non-fiction.  Many  popular  and  timely 
works  of  general  interest  in  all  the  classes  have  been  received 
as  well  as  the  new  fiction. 


30 


REPORT    OF    THE  TRUSTEES 


Statistics  for  the  year  show  a  noticeable  increase  but  the 
need  for  a  larger  building  grows  more  evident  every  month. 
Some  minor  repairs  have  been  made  but  the  branch  is  much 
crowded  for  shelf-room,  and  is  without  space  for  the  activities 
which  the  newer  branches  are  able  to  develop.  This  is  partic- 
ularly true  of  the  children's  department,  for  which  a  separate 
room  is  an  urgent  necessity. 

During  the  last  month  an  inventory  of  books  was  taken.  In 
this  the  probationers  who  were  at  the  branch  during  that  time 
were  of  practical  assistance  as  well  as  eager  to  learn  and  genu- 
inely interested. 

McCreery  Branch. — The  number  of  volumes  circulated  for 
home  use  during  the  year  was  110,288,  showing  an  increase  of 
6,683  over  last  year.  This  increase  is  characterized  by  an  un- 
usually large  juvenile  circulation.  The  number  of  juvenile 
books  issued  was  26,052,  slightly  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  total 
circulation. 

Applications  have  been  distributed  in  all  the  schools  in  this 
locality  and  the  number  of  school  pupils  using  the  library  has 
greatly  increased.  Even  better  results  may  be  looked  for  when 
the  story  hour  shall  be  conducted  at  this  branch  within  the  next 
few  months. 

An  effort  to  popularize  the  other  departments  of  the  library 
through  some  relation  with  neighborhood  organizations  is  pro- 
grammed for  the  near  future.  The  exceptional  facilities  at  this 
branch  are  well  worth  the  encouragement  of  greater  extension. 

The  number  of  new  cards  issued  was  2,328,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  cardholders  up  to  5,348. 

The  card  catalogue  has  been  enlarged  and  some  work  of 
revision  has  been  completed.  Soiled  and  worn-out  cards  have 
been  replaced  and  many  additional  entries  made.  The  work  of 
compiling  a  new  shelf-list  uniform  with  that  of  the  main  library 
has  been  undertaken. 

The  reference  collection  at  this  branch  is  one  of  the  most 
comprehensive  and  useful.  Some  additions  have  been  made 
during  the  year  and  the  encyclopedias  are  to  be  withdrawn  in 
favor  of  later  editions. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  renovation  of  the 
building  and  the  installation  of  new  lighting  fixtures. 

North  Beach  Branch. — The  result  of  the  visits  paid  to  the 
numerous  schools  in  this  vicinity  has  been  felt  in  the  increased 
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number  of  children  who  use  the  library.  The  connection  being 
first  established  through  the  medium  of  the  school  work,  it  is 
not  long  before  an  appreciation  of  everything  the  library  has  to 
offer  is  developed,  consequently  the  children's  corner  is  crowded 
daily.  Lists  of  books  of  particular  interest  have  been  prepared 
from  time  to  time  and  have  been  of  interest  and  assistance.  It 
is  not  possible  to  introduce  many  features  of  the  work  with  chil- 
dren such  as  have  been  undertaken  at  the  larger  branches  solely 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  room.  The  field  is  an  excellent  one, 
as  the  direction  of  the  reading  of  the  Oriental  children  and  the 
children  of  other  foreign  parentage  is  a  necessity.  The  present 
limited  space  not  only  hinders  the  work  but  does  not  afford 
shelf-room  for  needed  books. 

The  greatest  number  of  additions  for  the  year  have  been  in 
the  juvenile  department  where  many  lacks  have  been  supplied. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  totals  64,545,  of  which  2,633 
were  books  in  foreign  languages. 
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APPENDIX  IX 

Statistics  According  to  Form  Adopted  by  American  Library 

Association 

Annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1916. 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  San  Francisco,  California. 
Population,  452,255  (U.  S.  Census  Bureau  estimate.  1915) 
Free  for  lending;  free  for  reference. 
Main  library;  six  branches;  sixteen  deposit  stations. 

Main  library  and  branches  open  357  days;  for  reading  and  lending  75% 

hours  per  week. 
Total  number  on  staff — 49. 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year — 159,763. 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  purchase — 25,647. 
Number  of  volumes  withdrawn — 9,243. 
Total  number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year — 176,167. 
Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home  use — 613,756. 
Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use — 1,157,523. 
Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  the  year — 26,236. 
Total  number  of  registered  borrowers — 53,513. 
Registration  period,  years — Two  years. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received — titles,  375; 
copies,  676. 

No  count  kept  of  number  of  people  using  reading  rooms. 

RECEIPTS  MAINTENANCE 

Balance  on  hand   $35,475.70      Books    $27,012.13 

Taxes    96,990.64      Periodicals  and  newspapers  2,363.12 

Fines    3,616.40     Binding   8,502.35 

Other  sources    836.00      Salaries  (all)   55,299.65 

 Insurance   870.60 

Total   $136,918.74      Rent    1,710.00 

Heat   993.59 

Light  (city)   

Other  maintenance    18,783.04 

Total   $107,038.13 


APPENDIX  X 

Questions  Asked  at  Examination  of  Applicants  for  Positions  in 

Library  Service,  April  8,  1916 

LITERATURE  AND  ART 

1.  Write   not  less  than   two  hundred  words   upon   one   of  the  following 

subjects: 

(a)  Elizabethan  prose  writers. 

(b)  Growth  of  the  English  drama. 

(c)  English  novel. 

2.  Who  wrote  the  following?    Select  15  and  characterize  as  play,  poem, 

novel,  etc.: 

Jew  of  Malta;  Trojan  women;  Crown  of  wild  olive;  Alexander's 
feast;  Jesuits  in  North  America;  Ruy  Bias;  Eve  of  St.  Agnes; 
Rise  of  the  Dutch  republic;  Representative  men;  Ordeal  by  battle; 
Turmoil;  Lady  Windermere's  fan;  Eugenie  Grandet;  Peer  Gynt; 
Idea  of  a  university;  Alchemist;  Andrea  del  Sarto;  Emma; 
Orlando  Furioso;  Coningsby. 

3.  Give  the  title  of  an  important  work  by  each  of  the  following  authors: 

Virgil;  Aeschylus;  De  Quincey;  Gibbon;  MoliSre;  Schiller;  Goldsmith; 
Tasso;   Stevenson;  Prescott;   Chaucer;   Pater;   Spencer;  Lowell. 

4.  Which  are  the  leading  names  in  contemporary  French,  German,  Italian 

and  Russian  literature?    Give  the  title  of  a  work  by  each. 

5.  Give  authors  and  titles  of  books  that  you  could  recommend  to  a  patron 

on  the  following  subjects: 
Political   economy;    Greek   art;    American   government;  Chemistry; 
Ancient  Egypt;  Novel  on  Calif ornian  life. 
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6.  What  periodicals  would  you  consult  for 

(a)  Book  reviews. 

(b)  Current  events. 

(c)  Travel  and  description. 

(d)  Social  service. 

(e)  Art. 

7.  Name  six  books  (not  fiction)  by  contemporary  English  and  American 

authors  that  you  could  recommend  to  a  library  patron.  Charac- 
terize each  briefly. 

8.  Fine  arts: 

Name  4  great  paintings  with  artist  of  each. 
4  famous  works  of  sculpture. 
3  famous  cathedrals,  giving  location. 
3  famous  art  galleries  or  museums. 
3  great  operas  and  their  composers. 
2  symphonies  and  their  composers. 

9.  Give  a  brief  account  of  your  use  of  the  reference  department  of  a  library, 

naming  books  and  periodicals  that  have  been  most  helpful  in  your 
work. 


HISTORY  AND  GENERAL.  INFORMATION 

1.  "Write  not  less  than  200  words  upon  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

(a)  Crusades. 

(b)  Thirty  years'  war. 

(c)  American  revolution. 

2.  Discuss  briefly  the  early  history  of  California  up  to  and  including  its 

admission  as  a  state. 

3.  What  is  suggested  to  your  mind  by  the  following?    (Answer  10) 

Hanseatic  League;  Magna  Charta;  Spanish  Armada;  Field  of  the 
Cloth  of  Gold;  Doomsday  Book;  Kremlin;  Monroe  doctrine; 
Triple  alliance;  Seven  years'  war;  Bayeux  tapestry;  Hague 
tribunal;  Hussites;  Lollards;  Sepoy  mutiny;  Holy  alliance; 
Jacobins;  Triple  entente;  Missouri  compromise;  Peninsular  war; 
Sicilian  Vespers. 

4.  Characterize  in  a  few  words  eight  of  the  following: 

Henry  of  Navarre;  Clovis;  Ignatius  Loyola;  Garibaldi;  Tecumseh; 
John  Marshall;  John  Bright;  Thomas  Aquinas;  Catherine  de 
Medici;  Thomas  Cranmer;  George  Rogers  Clark;  Frederick  the 
Great. 

5.  In  what  wars  were  the  following  battles  fought?  Give  countries  engaged. 

Chalons;  Philippi;  Hastings;  Sedan;  Agincourt. 

6.  Describe  briefly  what  is  meant  by — 

Public  service;  Social  work;  Vocational  guidance;  Nobel  prize;  Fed- 
eral reserve;  City  manager;  Industrial  efficiency;  Pan-American- 
ism; Canal  tolls. 

7.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  present  situation  in  Mexico. 

8.  Name  four  of  the  most  important  topics  under  discussion  in  the  news- 

papers today.    Characterize  each  briefly. 

9.  Name  a  standard  history,  giving  author  and  title,  of  each  of  the  following: 

California;  United  States;  England;  France;  Germany;  Italy;  Russia; 
French  Revolution. 


APPENDIX  XI 

List  of  Donors,  1915-1916 

Alameda  Free  Library;  American  Association  for  International  Con- 
ciliation; American  Game  Protective  Association;  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee; American  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co.;  Armstrong  Cork  and  Insula- 
tion Co.;  Associated  Harvard  Clubs;  Argentine  Republic;  Baltimore,  Md., 
Dept.  of  Finance;  Bates  College;  Bellini,  Gabriele;  Benton,  Josiah  H. ; 
Berkeley  Public  Library;  Bernhardt,  Martin;  Birmingham  Free  Libraries 
Committee;  Boston  Schoolhouse  Dept.;  Boston  Bureau  of  Statistics;  Bower, 
William;  Boyd,  Thos. ;  Brand,  Mrs.;  Brisbane,  Queensland,  City  Dept.; 
Brooklyn  Public  Library;  Buffalo  Historical  Society;  Bull,  J.  H. ;  Butler 
Bros.;  California  Building  and  Loan  Commissioner;  California  Railroad  Com- 
mission; California  Construction  Co.;  California  Library  Association;  Cali- 
fornia School  of  Arts  and  Crafts;  California  State  Library;  Cambridge, 
Mass.  Water  Board;  Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace:  Car- 
negie Free  Library,  Braddock,  Pa.;   Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington, 
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D.  C;  Castilleja  School;  Cebrian,  John  C. ;  Century  Co.;  Chase,  Mrs.  Anna; 
Chicago  Dept.  of  Finance;  Civic  Art  Commission,  Berkeley,  Cal. ;  Commission 
of  Housing  and  Immigration  of  California;  Committee  of  One  Hundred; 
Concord  City  Clerk;  Consulate  General  of  Japan;  Cook,  Thos.,  &  Son; 
Craig,  Mrs.  Scipio;  Cross,  Hon.  C.  W. ;  Dartmouth  College;  Deion,  M.  F.; 
Delaware  College;  Dennison  Mfg.  Co.;  Des  Moines  Public  Library;  Dicker- 
mann,  Judson  C. ;  Dougherty,  J.  H. ;  Duncan,  Mrs. ;  Eby,  Mr.  T.  M. ;  Cox, 
Mrs.  A.;  Ellis,  C.  A.;  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library;  Estrada,  Angel  de;  Farns- 
worth,  E.  C. ;  Field  Museum  of  Natural  History;  Fine,  Israel  &  Son;  Fire 
Underwriters'  Ass'n  of  the  Pacific;  Firey,  L.  B. ;  Gibbs,  J.  W. ;  Government 
Statistician's  Office,  Wellington,  N.  Z. ;  Hall,  G.  D. ;  Harder,  Erwin  E. ;  Har- 
rison, Hon.  Ralph  C. ;  Haskell,  Mr.  H.  J.;  Hawaii  Promotion  Committee; 
Heartman,  C.  F. ;  Herold,  R.  J.,  Oscar,  Roderick  &  Hugo;  Hispanic  Society 
of  America;  Howard,  Mrs.  Emma  Shatter;  Hoxie,  Brig.  Gen.  R.  L. ;  Hoyt, 
F.  D. ;  Ichihashi,  Yamato;  Illinois  Senate  Vice  Committee;  Illinois  State 
Historical  Society;  Iroquois  Publishing  Co.;  Japan  Exposition  Society;  Japan 
Society;  Kahn,  Otto  H. ;  Kansas  City,  Comptroller;  Kansas  City  Public 
Library;  Katzenberger,  G.  A.;  Kennan,  George;  Kharajian,  H. ;  King's 
Printer,  Winnipeg;  Kirkpatrick,  Gen.  E. ;  Klahm,  H.  J.,  Co.;  Klink,  Bean 
Co.;  Knapp,  C.  R. ;  Lane  Technical  School;  Lewis,  D.  P.;  Lippincott,  J.  B.; 
Long  Beach;  Longmans,  Green  Co.;  Louisville  Public  Library;  Lybarger, 
J.  J.;  Magee,  Miss  B. ;  Manhattan  'Club,  N.  Y. ;  Manufacturing  Perfumers' 
Ass'n  of  the  U.  S.;  Martin,  C;  Mass.  Institute  of '  Technology ;  Mast,  Mrs. 
I.  N. ;  Mathews,  H.  E. ;  Maxwell,  Geo.  H. ;  Mechanics' -Mercantile  Library; 
Melbourne  City  Clerk;  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York;  Merchants'  Ex- 
change; Michigan  Historical  Society;  Minnesota  Historical  Society;  Mizutami, 
K. ;  Moore,  C.  C. ;  Morris,  J.  F. ;  Municipal  Reference  Library,  Chicago; 
Municipal  Reference  Library,  N.  Y. ;  Munn  &  Co. ;  Murphy,  E. ;  Myers,  J.  S. ; 
National  City  Bank  of  New  York;  National  Security  League;  Neis,  A.  M. ; 
New  Bedford,  City  Dept.;  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library;  New  Haven 
Public  Library;  New  York,  City  Depts.;  New  York,  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station;  New  York,  Bureau  of  Municipal  Research;  New  York  Farmer;  New 
York,  Secretary  of  State;  New  York  State  Library;  New  York  Stock  Ex- 
change; Newport,  City  Clerk;  North  Dakota  Agricultural  College;  Oakland 
Free  Library;  O'Hara,  Barratt;  Osaka  City  Office;  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 
Co.;  Pan- American  Scientific  Congress;  Panama -Pacific  International  Expo- 
sition Company;  P.  P.  I.  E.  Japanese  Commission;  P.  P.  I.  E.  Netherlands 
Commission;  P.  P.  I.  E,  New  Zealand  Commission;  P.  P.  I.  E.  Commissioner 
General  for  Sweden;  P.  P.  I.  E.  Commissioner,  State  of  Washington; 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert;  Paterson  Free  Public  Library;  Pease  Publishing  Co.; 
Pennsylvania  Society  of  Colonial  Governors;  Philadelphia,  Director  of  Public 
Works;  Philadelphia,  Mayor's  Office;  Pike,  Chas  W.;  Pioneer  Kindergarten 
Society  of  San  Francisco;  Polk,  Mr.  Wm. ;  Pomeroy,  A.  A.;  Power,  C.  O. ; 
Prudential  Insurance  Co.  of  N.  Y. ;  Putnam's,  G.  P.,  Sons;  Reading,  Pa., 
Bureau  of  Water;  Richards,  Lysander;  Ricks,  W.  N. ;  Robinson,  E.  P.; 
Rockefeller  Foundation;  Rockefeller  Sanitary  Commission;  Rolph,  Hon.  James, 
Jr.;  St.  Ignatius  University;  St.  Louis,  Auditor;  Salt  Lake  City,  Recorder; 
S.  F.  Ladies'  Protection  and  Relief  Society;  Sargent,  Porter  E.;  Savings 
Union  Bank  &  Trust  Co.;  Schnack,  F. ;  Schultz,  C.  F.;  Sears,  E.  H.; 
Severance,  Henry  Ormal;  Sierra  Educational  News;  Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.; 
Sioux  City  Free  Library;  Sleeper,  Miss  M. ;  Sleeper,  John  F. ;  Smith,  Edgar 
F.;  Shriith,  Mrs.;  Smithsonian  Institution;  Society  of  Colonial  Wars;  Stayner, 
C  F. ;  Stevens,  George  H. ;  Taylor,  D.  W. ;  Thompson,  Slason;  Townsend, 
C.  F. ;  Trenor,  Thos.;  University  Club  of  New  York;  University  of  Chicago; 
University  of  Michigan;  University  of  North  Dakota;  University  of  Wash- 
ington; Van  Boskirk,  J.  R. ;  Vermont  Historical  Society;  Vilas,  Marin  S. ; 
Von  Frantzius,  Fritz;  Wagner,  Dr.  Napoleon;  Washburn,  Crosby  Co.;  West- 
rup,  M.  D. ;  Williams,  C.  L. ;  Waxweiler,  Emile;  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealers' 
Ass'n  of  America;  Williams,  Michael;  Williams  College;  Wisconsin  State 
Historical  Society;  Wise,  Minerva  F.;  Worcester,  Mass.;  Yale  University 
Press;  Young,  John  P. 
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"  May  this  structure  throned  on  imperishable  books  le  ma.ntained  and  cherished  from 
generation  to  generation  fov  the  improvement  and  delight  of  mankind" 


K*a&  at  tip  Srirtratum 

By  Edward  Robeson  Taylor 
I 

While  the  mad  clamors  of  world-shaking  war 
Have  stunned  the  sickened  ear  and  rived  the  heart, 
While  men  in  millions  have  in  valor  kissed 
The  awful  lips  of  sanguinary  death, 

While  blood  and  tears  in  horror's  streams  have  flowed 

As  if  all  agonies  were  in  their  depths, 

While  great  cathedrals,  hallowed  and  sublime, 

Beloved  of  all  the  ages,  have  been  slain, 

While  devastation's  unrelenting  hand 

Has  crushed  the  hearted  homes  of  joy  and  thrift, 

Till  even  pity  can  no  longer  weep, 

Peace  has  erected  this  majestic  pile, 

And  placed  on  it  her  everlasting  crown. 

While  war's  dread  uproars  shook  the  frighted  earth. 

The  binding  rivets  pierced  its  sides  of  steel, 

And  all  its  stones  were  then  in  order  laid, 

Till  consummation  rose  triumphant  here. 

And  she  the  City  of  our  heart  of  heart 

Adds  one  more  jewel  to  her  dauntless  breast, 

A  jewel  all  immaculate  and  pure. 

II 

0  thou,  great  architecture's  favored  child. 
The  product  of  our  Kelham's  mind  and  heart, 
And  of  those  artisans  whose  wondrous  skill 
In  order  followed  what  he  had  designed, 

1  kneel  before  thee  with  my  heart  so  full, 
That  though  my  praises  ran  without  an  end, 
And  though  the  Muses  fed  my  great  desire, 
I  would  remain  thy  hopeless  debtor  still, 

I  yet  would  stand  before  thee  wonder-rapt. 
Thou  art  indeed  made  perfect  to  contain 
The  written  thoughts  of  all  the  sons  of  men, 
To  fructify  the  human  soul  as  they 
Have  ever  done  since  speech  has  blest  the  world. 


Here  safely  housed  these  tongues  of  all  the  past 
Will  speak  their  wisdom  to  the  young  and  old, 
And  never  weary  in  their  gracious  task. 
Surrounded  by  the  greatest  and  the  best 
What  intellectual  soul  would  ask  for  more; 
Or  should  you  wish  to  ramble  o'er  the  page 
With  visions  charming  you  at  every  turn, 
Here  are  the  books  that  willingly  will  lead 
Your  steps  through  all  the  ways  you  wish  to  go. 
Science  is  here  with  all  her  certitudes, 
And  sweet  Religion  with  her  restful  peace, 
While  Art  with  welcoming  cheer  and  radiant  smile 
Trails  her  great  glory  o'er  full  many  a  page ; 
Here  Poesy  outspreads  her  dewy  wings 
To  dare  the  deep  recesses  of  the  heart; 
Philosophy  is  here  in  sober  gray, 
With  all  her  weighty  problems  still  unsolved, 
And  History  comes  with  her  imperial  stride 
Bearing  the  life-drawn  word  of  centuries  past; 
Biography  unrolls  her  marvellous  tales 
Of  those  illustrious  men  who  conquered  fate, 
While  Fiction  far  extends  her  rapturing  scroll 
To  tell  us  of  experience  not  our  own. 
Allurement  here  is  graciousness  itself, 
And  fills  the  moments  with  a  new  delight, 
For  should  the  book  be  leaden  in  your  hands, 
Your  eye  may  wander  to  the  art-crowned  scene 
That  glows  with  beauty  wheresoe'er  you  look, 
And  as  you  drink  the  luxury  of  the  hour 
The  joy  of  thankfulness  will  brim  your  heart. 


Ill 

My  own  dear  City,  I  bow  down  in  thanks, 

Which  rise  above  the  level  of  my  verse, 

That  out  of  thy  supreme  munificence 

Has  come  to  us  this  latest,  precious  gift. 

It  tells  us  that  thou  art  in  soul  so  great 

Thou  still  canst  mount  the  far-uptowering  peaks 

And  robed  in  glory  rule  sublimely  there; 

That  as  in  thy  tremendous,  trying  past, 

When  fire  and  temblor  spent  themselves  in  vain, 

So  in  thy  future  spreading  vast  and  grand, 

Thou  shalt  look  nobly  down  on  every  fate, 

And  hold  thy  nestling  children  in  thine  arms 

Securely  safe  beneath  thy  boundless  love. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

OF  THE 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 
and  Reading  Rooms 

For  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1917 


Import  of  tij?  Jlr? atitent 

August  1,  1917. 

To  the  Honorable  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco. 

Sir: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Article  XVI,  Section  9, 
of  the  Charter,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
and  Reading  Rooms  presents  this  report  of  its  activities  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th,  1917. 

The  growth  of  the  Library  during  the  past  year  as 
shown  by  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  ap- 
pended herewith,  is  very  satisfactory.  Although  this  year 
was  shortened  by  the  half  month  occupied  in  moving  the 
Main  Library  from  Hayes  and  Franklin  streets  to  the  new 
building  in  the  Civic  Center,  the  circulation  in  the  Main 
Library  increased  from  292,709  in  1916,  to  321,646  in  1917, 
a  gain  of  28,937,  and  the  number  of  cardholders  increased 
from  13,920  to  17,726,  a  gain  of  3.806.  The  card  gain  for 
the  entire  system  during  the  same  period  was  4,453.  The 
number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  June  30,  1917,  was 
191,960,  showing  an  increase  of  15,793  over  the  number 
on  hand  on  June  30,  1916,  and  of  31,513  above  the  number 
owned  just  before  the  great  fire. 

On  September  17th,  1916,  the  Noe  Valley  Branch 
Library  was  completed  and  dedicated.  This  is  the  third 
building  supplied  by  the  portion  of  the  Carnegie  gift  set 
apart  for  the  erection  of  branch  libraries.  It  is  very  hand- 
some and  convenient.    The  architect  was  Mr.  John  Reid,  Jr. 

The  first  and  second  branches  referred  to  are  respec- 
tively those  of  the  Richmond  and  Mission  districts.  As 
the  Carnegie  library  moneys  must  be  used  only  in  the 
erection  of  the  buildings,  the  city  must  provide  the  sites. 
The  city  authorities  have  been  prompt  and  generous  in 
doing  this. 
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At  present  there  are  two  additional  branches  in  course 
of  construction  in  the  Sunset  and  Golden  Gate  Valley 
districts  respectively.  When  these  are  completed,  prob- 
ably next  January,  we  shall  have  nine  branch  libraries — 
eight  owned  by  the  city  and  one — that  of  North  Beach — 
rented.    Formerly  all  our  buildings  were  rented. 

The  Richmond,  Mission  and  Noe  Valley  buildings  cost 
in  the  aggregate  $136,910.  The  two  now  under  construc- 
tion will  cost  about  $80,000,  leaving  in  fund  a  balance 
slightly  under  $160,000.  This  amount  will  not  half  satisfy 
the  just  demands  for  extended  library  accommodations. 
The  fact  is,  the  increase  in  the  annual  library  appropri- 
ations has  not  nearly  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the 
Library  since  the  fire. 

If  the  Supervisors,  especially  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  would  review  our  annual  reports  in  order  to 
get  a  true  measure  of  the  rapidly  advancing  usefulness  of 
the  Library  in  all  its  departments,  we  feel  certain  that 
they  would  not  be  disposed  regularly  to  undercut  our  esti- 
mates in  the  belief,  probably,  that  we  ask  for  more  than 
we  need  so  that,  when  the  cutting  is  done,  we  may  have, 
more  nearly,  what  we  do  need. 

As  the  Library  Board  devotes  all  its  funds,  after  the 
payment  of  its  necessary  expenses  for  salaries  and  general 
upkeep,  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  educational 
material,  it  follows  that  the  cutting  of  the  carefully  esti- 
mated amounts  annually  requisitioned  by  the  Library 
Trustees,  must  result  in  lessening  the  educational  advan- 
tages that  the  Trustees  desire  to  bring  to  the  Patrons  of 
the  Library.  We  believe  that  if  this  view  of  the  case 
became  clear  to  the  Honorable  Board  of  Supervisors,  they 
would  be  more  generous  to  this  great  branch  of  our  edu- 
cational system. 

The  great  event  of  the  year  was  the  completion  in  the 
Civic  Center  of  the  Main  Library  building  and  its  dedi- 
cation on  February  15th,  1917.  The  following  program  with 
the  notes  of  the  addresses  and  Trustee  Taylor's  beautiful 
Ode  furnish  a  good  history  and  description  of  the  work 
and,  at  the  same  time,  convey  a  note  of  pleasure  on  the 
part  of  the  Trustees  at  the  final  great  success  of  the  often 
delayed  measures  which  they  started  more  than  sixteen 
years  ago  with  that  object  in  view. 

Joseph  O'Connor, 

President. 
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EXERCISES  ON  THE  DEDICATION 
OF  THE 

SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDING 

AT  THE  HOUR  OF  HALF-PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK 
THURSDAY.  THE  FIFTEENTH  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY 
NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTEEN 

PROGRAMME 


Address 

JOSEPH  O'CONNOR 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

Address 

R.  B.  HALE 
A  Trustee  of  the  Library 

Address 

GEORGE  W.  KELHAM 
Architect  of  the  Building 

Address 

HON.  JAMES  ROLPH,  JR.. 
Mayor  of  San  Francisco 

Poem 

EDWARD  ROBESON  TAYLOR 
A  Trustee  of  the  Library 

"America" 

TO  BE  SUNG  BY  THE  AUDIENCE 
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ADDRESS 

By  Joseph  O'Connor,  President  of  Board  of  Trustees 

When  a  beautiful  building  like  our  City  Hall  or  this 
great  Central  Library  is  erected  by  a  city  for  civic  uses, 
it  is  usual  to  report  to  the  public  the  manner  in  which 
the  persons  acting  as  Trustees  for  the  city  in  that  connec- 
tion and  those  working  under  their  supervision  have  per- 
formed the  duties  imposed  upon  them  and  to  hold  dedi- 
catory exercises  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  present  to  you  the  program 
making  this  report  and  dedicating  this  magnificent,  chaste 
temple  of  learning  to  the  sacred  uses  for  which  it  is  in- 
tended, not  because  of  any  special  fitness  on  my  part  for 
the  performance  of  such  a  task,  but  because  I  happen  to 
be  chairman  of  the  special  committee  under  whose  super- 
vision the  building  took  shape  and,  at  the  same  time, 
chance  to  be  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the 
present  year. 

Following  is  the  chronologic  order  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  work  were  undertaken : 

Ground  broken  March,  1915.  Grading  finished,  foun- 
dations laid  and  steel  erection  commenced  August,  1915. 

Fireproofing  commenced  December,  1915. 

Brick  work  commenced  February,  1916. 

Erection  of  book  stacks  commenced  September,  1916. 

The  following  work  was  begun  as  soon  as  the  preceding 
made  it  possible  and  was  carried  on  simultaneously  in  its 
different  departments  up  to  the  time  of  moving,  about  two 
weeks  ago: 

1.  Stone,  metal,  wood,  etc. 

2.  Plastering,  painting,  floor  covering. 

3.  Ornamental  carving  and  inscriptions  inside  and  out- 
side. 

4.  Erection  of  machinery  for  heating,  ventilation,  drain- 
age, transference  of  books,  parcels,  etc. 

5.  Lighting  and  furnishing. 

There  was  no  nervous  rush  about  this  work  and  no 
delays.  Mistakes  were  promptly  detected  and  corrected 
at  the  expense  of  those  who  made  them. 

At  the  Board  meeting  held  on  May  1st,  1901,  I  intro- 
duced a  resolution,  which  was  carried,  providing  that  the 
president  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  find  ways  and 
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means  for  the  erection  of  a  Central  Public  Library  for  this 
city. 

The  resolution  also  provided  that  the  president  of  the 
Board,  at  that  time  Hon.  John  H.  Wise,  and  the  mayor, 
Hon.  James  D.  Phelan,  be  made  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. The  other  members  appointed  were  Trustees  Lilien- 
thal,  Harrison  and  I.  The  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  Trustee  Lilienthal  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Judge  Sloss.  Otherwise  the  committee  is  as  first  consti- 
tuted. I  was  made  chairman,  although  I  had  asked  to 
have  some  one  more  competent  placed  in  that  position. 

Considering  that  the  special  building  committee  had  to 
call  for  bids,  by  public  advertisement,  on  the  different 
branches  of  the  work  to  be  performed ;  had  to  allow  the 
bidders  time  to  examine  the  plans  and  to  make  their  cal- 
culations ;  had  to  look  not  only  to  the  regularity  of  the 
bids  submitted,  but  to  the  responsibility  of  the  lowest 
bidders,  who  were  often  unknown  to  a  majority  of  the 
committee ;  and,  all  these  difficulties  being  overcome,  had 
frequently  asked  for  and  obtained  special  meetings  of  the 
Board  to  avoid  delays,  it  must  be  apparent  that  all  the 
Trustees,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  committee,  had 
to  keep  their  minds  upon  the  work  in  hand  in  order  to 
save  time  and  therefore  money  in  the  doing  of  it.  This 
is  exactly  what  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  done,  and  I 
prefer  to  speak  of  the  Board  in  this  connection  rather 
as  one  working  under  its  direction  than  as  its  president. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  work  of  the  architect, 
Mr.  Kelham,  the  general  contractor,  Mr.  Lindgren,  the 
special  contractors,  and  our  Secretary,  Mr.  Mullin. 

The  work  of  the  Architect  and  the  Contractors  is  before 
you  and  you  can  see  the  effect.  Besides,  Mr.  Kelham  will 
address  you  and  he  will  have  an  opportunity,  should  he 
so  choose,  to  point  out  some  of  the  special  advantages  we 
possess  in  this  building. 

The  architect  of  a  building  like  this  is  to  me  a  con- 
stant source  of  wonder  and  admiration.  He  sits  down 
with  a  committee  who  do  not  always  know  what  they 
want  or  ought  to  have.  If  they  have  sense  enough  to 
do  as  we  did,  namely,  to  send  him  and  their  business  man 
to  examine  institutions  of  a  similar  character  elsewhere,  he 
is  lucky,  for  then  the  mistakes  of  these  can  be  avoided 
and  their  good  points  followed  or  even  improved  upon;  but 
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even  then  what  he  must  consider,  decide  upon,  remember 
and  provide  for  in  accordance  with  law  and  science  and 
otherwise  is  amazing.  I  was  saying  something  like  this 
to  Mr.  Lindgren  a  little  while  ago,  and  he  said  in  reply : 
"Yes,  that  is  all  so;  but  you  must  not  forget  that  what 
the  architect  puts  on  paper  we  master  builders  change  into 
solid  substances — walls  and  roofs  and  floors  and  stairs, 
beautiful  stone  and  metal  and  wood,"  and  so,  as  to  the 
architect  and  the  builder,  each  is  imperfect  without  the 
other.  One  is  the  originator,  the  other  the  finisher.  As 
the  architect  plans  for  the  general  contractor  and  must 
see  that  his  plans  are  properly  interpreted,  so  the  general 
contractor,  to  maintain  his  reputation,  must  see  that  the  sub- 
contractors do  their  work  thoroughly  and  as  planned. 

The  special  contractors  also  in  most  instances  did  their 
work  as  if  they  felt  that  their  future  in  business  would 
depend  upon  its  excellence,  and  I  believe  they  were  right. 

Under  our  rules,  the  Secretary  is  the  business  man  of 
the  Board.  Mr.  Mullin,  now  filling  that  position,  has 
qualifications  natural  and  acquired  that  specially  fit  him 
to  meet  this  requirement.  He  is  not  a  mere  recorder  of 
motions,  reader  of  minutes  and  sender  of  notices.  He  is 
the  business  man  of  the  Board,  and  his  duties  as  such 
have  kept  him  fully  employed  since  the  destruction  of  the 
library  in  the  great  fire,  and  much  more  so  since  practical 
steps  for  the  erection  of  this  building  were  taken. 

My  remarks  in  this  report  have  shown  that  we  were 
in  a  hurry  to  get  the  contracts  taken  and  the  work  com- 
pleted without  delay.  We  had  good  reason  to  be.  The 
price  of  materials  was  constantly  going  up.  We  were 
scared  by  one  strike  which,  however,  was  settled  just  in 
time  to  prevent  a  halt  in  our  work.  The  architect  calcu- 
lated, the  contracts  being  all  let,  that  if  there  were  no 
strike  or  other  delay,  the  building  would  cost  $1,153,000 — 
$778,000  of  this  to  be  paid  by  the  city  and  afterward 
$375,000  from  the  Carnegie  bequest. 

Under  the  law  of  this  State  the  last  payments  to  con- 
tractors to  be  paid  from  the  city  funds  would  not  be  due 
until  thirty-five  days  after  their  work  should  be  completed, 
and  under  the  conditions  of  the  Carnegie  gift,  payments 
were  not  to  be  made  from  that  portion  of  the  building 
fund  until  those  from  the  city  portion  were  completed. 
It  looked,  therefore,  as  if  there  must  be  a  delay  of  thirty- 
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five  days  between  the  work  to  be  paid  for  by  the  city 
and  the  commencement  of  the  period  at  which  the  Car- 
negie money  would  become  available.  The  delay  might 
even  be  much  greater  than  that,  because  the  contractors 
could  not  be  expected  to  remain  idle  and  they  would 
naturally  discharge  their  employees  and  seek  other  busi- 
ness. 

It  was  well  known  that  the  manager  of  the  Carnegie 
Gift  Corporation  was  set  on  observing  to  the  letter  the 
gift  regulations,  and  other  methods  of  obtaining  the  needed 
money  were  discussed,  but  without  result. 

In  this  dilemma  it  was  thought  that  nothing  could  be 
lost  by  sending  the  Secretary  east  to  explain  matters  to 
the  Manager.  So  he  was  sent  as  the  representative  of 
the  Trustees.  He  reached  New  York  during  the  killing 
heat  of  last  summer,  and  although  his  reception  was  rather 
cold  his  diplomacy  won  the  day  and  the  last  danger  of 
delay  was  removed.  I  believe  few  secretaries  could  have 
done  as  much. 

The  inscriptions  commencing  with  that  over  the  Larkin 
street  entrance  and  throughout  the  building  in  prominent 
places  on  the  walls  inside  were  selected  by  Trustee  Taylor. 

They  are  filled  with  philosophy  and  piety  like  the  Golden 
Sayings  of  Epictetus.  They  are  a  great  education  in  them- 
selves. 

Of  course  those  who  expect  perfection  in  public  work 
will  be  likely  to  discover  that  we  should  have  done  better. 
Perhaps  they  will  say  "those  Trustees  built  for  a  village. 
They  should  have  known  that  this  city  was  bound  to  be- 
come the  New  York  or  the  London  of  the  Pacific,"  etc. 

Well,  I  think  we  have  done  the  best  we  could  under 
the  circumstances.  We  have  not  forgotten  to  leave  room 
for  additions  to  meet  the  growth  of  San  Francisco,  the  city 
of  our  love  and  our  hope,  and  we  believe  that  those  who 
shall  succeed  us  will  not  be  wanting  in  maintaining  and 
increasing  the  usefulness  of  this  institution.  With  Dr. 
Taylor  we  hope  that  this  structure,  "throned  on  imperish- 
able books,  may  be  maintained  and  cherished  from  gener- 
ation to  generation  for  the  improvement  and  delight  of 
mankind." 
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ADDRESS 
By  Trustee  R.  B.  Hale 

Mayor  Rolph,  President  O'Connor,  Fellow-Trustees,  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen : 

This  is  a  day  to  which  the  lovers  of  books  in  San  Fran- 
cisco have  long  looked  forward.  Almost  from  the  very 
beginning  of  Library  activity  in  this  City  the  dreamers  of 
''dreams  which  come  true"  have  been  hoping  to  join  in  the 
jubilation  of  this  occasion — the  dedication  of  a  Library 
Building  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  Library 
work  in  this  community. 

Nearly  thirty-eight  years  ago  a  meeting  of  public-spirited 
citizens  convened  in  this  city,  decided  to  introduce  a  bill 
in  the  Legislature  enacting  the  necessary  law  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  Library.  Under  the  provision  of  a  subsequent 
enactment,  the  Library  was  organized  with  11  trustees 
named  in  the  Act.  Only  one  of  these  trustees  was  privi- 
leged to  continue  his  public  service  to  this  day,  and  there- 
fore it  seems  quite  appropriate  to  recognize  the  faithful  de- 
votion of  our  oldest  trustee,  Mr.  John  H.  Wise. 

Almost  as  long  in  point  of  years  given  to  this  cause, 
always  zealously  guarding  our  every  interest,  whether  as 
Mayor  of  our  beloved  City,  as  President  of  the  Board,  as 
an  ordinary  Trustee,  or  as  Chairman  of  our  Finances,  stands 
the  figure  of  our  gifted  citizen,  Dr.  Edward  Robeson  Taylor. 

Speaking  for  the  Trustees,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  President  O'Connor  for  the  unselfish 
and  public-spirited  service  which  he  has  given  to  this  new 
building.  We  know  that  for  a  long  period  of  time  President 
O'Connor  has  been  planning  and  re-planning  this  magnificent 
structure,  and  we  congratulate  him,  not  only  as  President, 
but  as  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  which  latter 
position  he  has  held  for  many  years. 

The  great  success  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition  was  made  possible  by  the  genius  of  many  men 
of  acknowledged  ability,  who  worked  together  to  accomplish 
a  common  purpose.  Among  those  chosen  for  high  office 
was  the  architect  of  this  magnificent  structure,  George  W. 
Kelham,  to  whom  tribute  should  be  paid  at  this  time  for 
the  beautiful  design  and  arrangement  of  this  monumental 
edifice. 

To  the  architect,  and  to  the  contractor,  Mr.  Lindgren, 
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great  praise  is  due  for  working  within  their  estimates, 
there  being  less  than  One  Hundred  Dollars  residue  of 
the  appropriation  of  $1,153,000. 

Mr.  Mullin,  our  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Rea,  our  Libra- 
rian, have  been  tireless  workers  in  developing  and  adopt- 
ing the  final  plans,  and  in  supervising  the  installation 
of  the  necessary  equipment  for  the  efficient  handling 
of  our  books  and  for  the  rendering  of  quick  service  to 
our  subscribers. 

The  fire  of  1906  reduced  the  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  from  166,000  to  less  than  25,000.  During  only 
one  year  since  that  time  have  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
allowed  more  than  the  minimum  tax  required  by  charter 
provision,  yet  through  careful  husbanding  of  the  avail- 
able funds  we  have  been  able  to  make  a  very  creditable 
record  of  accomplishment. 

Our  temporary  building  at  Hayes  and  Van  Ness  Ave- 
nue was  opened  on  March  1st,  1908,  and  provided  a  fire- 
proof vault  with  fusible  link  doors  for  protection  in  the 
event  of  a  repetition  of  the  conflagration  through  which 
the  city  had  recently  passed.  Though  located  on  the  very 
edge  of  the  burned  area,  the  reading  rooms  were  crowded 
from  the  opening  of  the  temporary  library  until  we  finally 
closed  its  doors  to  occupy  this  spacious  edifice.  The  vault, 
however,  finally  became  too  small  to  house  the  number 
of  volumes  under  our  direction,  which  increased  to  over 
182,000,  nearly  15,000  a  year,  or  an  average  of  about 
50  per  day. 

A  number  of  branch  libraries  have  also  been  erected 
and  the  circulation  of  the  books  has  increased  until  it 
is  now  the  greatest  in  the  City's  history.  This  is  a 
beautiful  and  well  merited  tribute  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Book  Committee,  our  worthy  fellow-trustee,  Hon. 
Judge  Ralph  C.  Harrison. 

The  old  adage,  "The  world  makes  room  for  the  man 
who  knows,"  was  never  more  significant  or  truthful  than 
m  the  present  generation.  We  have  provided  here  for 
the  young  men  and  young  women  of  this  community  in 
a  most  ^  generous  fashion.  On  our  book  shelves  may  be 
found  information  in  regard  to  every  known  subject. 
This  is  the  City's  seat  of  learning— the  fountain  head  of 
information.  With  these  facilities  for  the  reading  public 
there  is  ample  opportunity  for  self-advancement  and  edu- 
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cation.  It  has  been  said  of  one  of  our  great  captains  of 
industry,  that  when  a  boy  he  was  unable  to  secure  the 
number  or  the  kind  of  books  he  desired  for  his  home 
studies  and  hence  resolved  that  when  possible  he  would 
extend  library  facilities  to  the  youth  of  this  Country. 
This  probably  explains  in  some  measure  the  generous  con- 
tributions made  to  this  City  by  our  benefactor,  Mr.  An- 
drew Carnegie,  who  not  only  gave  largely  of  his  bounty 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  this  building,  but  also  has 
made  possible  the  construction  of  a  number  of  branch 
libraries,  thereby  adhering  to  one  of  his  hobbies  of  bring- 
ing books  to  the  people. 

The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  desire  to  acknowledge 
the  co-operative  and  helpful  attitude  of  our  City  and 
County  fathers  in  respect  to  our  library  activities  and 
also  to  recognize  the  public  spirit  which  prompted  the 
Directors  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition 
to  grant  our  request  for  some  of  the  wonderful  murals 
which  decorated  the  courts  and  palaces. 

Never  in  the  history  of  any  exposition  had  mural 
paintings  been  used  for  exterior  decoration  until  the  ad- 
vent of  the  Exposition  in  San  Francisco.  When  a  num- 
ber of  the  foremost  mural  decorators  of  the  world  were 
requested  to  make  their  contributions  to  the  artistic  suc- 
cess of  this  tremendous  undertaking  they  came  forward 
generously  and  whole  heartedly  and  reduced  their  origi- 
nal prices  about  one-half,  from  $250,000  to  $125,000,  and 
by  their  artistic  triumphs  sounded  a  new  note  in  the 
advancement  of  the  West.  Among  the  most  brilliant  of 
these  painters  was  Frank  DuMond,  of  New  York,  who 
chose  as  his  subject  "The  Westward  March  of  Civiliza- 
tion." His  two  mural  paintings  were  hung  in  one  of 
the  arches  of  the  Court  of  the  Universe,  one  representing 
the  beginning  of  the  Westward  March,  and  the  other 
the  arrival  in  the  "Land  of  gold,  fruit  and  flowers."  The 
familiar  figures  of  some  of  the  early  characters  in  Cali- 
fornia history  were  portrayed  in  these  pictures.  Among 
them  Joaquin  Miller,  Bret  Harte  and  Junipero  Serra.  Of 
all  the  paintings  that  were  left  as  a  legacy  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, these  were  chosen  for  the  ornamentation  of  the 
library,  because  they  were  not  only  historical  in  their 
character,  but  had  a  sentimental  value  by  reason  of  their 
association  with  our  Western  development.  I  doubt  if 
the  artist  knows  where  these  pictures  have  been  placed, 
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but  I  am  sure  that  when  advised,  he  will  feel,  as  we  do, 
that  they  have  found  a  fitting  resting  place  in  this  library, 
which  represents  today  the  culture  and  refinement  of  this 
community. 

We  are  assembled  today  to  dedicate  this  great  struc- 
ture— to  mark  its  opening  with  appropriate  ceremony. 
After  years  of  toil  and  planning,  our  hopes  and  our  aspi- 
rations are  at  last  expressed  in  this  beautiful  and  well- 
appointed  edifice.  The  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  volumes  of  the  city  are  properly  and  safely  housed, 
the  furnishings  are  in  place,  our  work  of  construction  is 
finished ;  we  have  moved  in ;  the  doors  have  been  opened 
to  the  public.  This  monumental  structure,  built  to  adorn 
the  Civic  Center  which  is  to  be  the  pride  and  glory  of 
San  Francisco,  will  from  this  day  be  the  focal  point 
from  which  will  radiate  the  Library's  activities  to  the 
remotest  parts  of  our  city;  it  will  safely  house  our  literary 
treasures,  and  we  trust  it  will  enjoy  an  ever  increasing 
degree  of  popular  favor. 

It  is  nearly  30  years  since  the  Library  was  moved 
into  the  old  City  Hall  almost  where  this  building  now 
stands.  Shortly  after  the  Library  was  opened  in  this 
location  the  Librarian  reported  that  a  large  number  of 
mechanics  and  students  of  the  useful  arts  and  trades  were 
making  use  of  their  privileges.  If  we  are  able  in  a  few 
years  to  make  a  similar  report,  this  great  new  building 
will  have  justified  its  construction. 

May  we  look  forward  to  the  fulfillment  of  our  desire 
that  this  building  may  serve  to  enlighten  our  citizens 
and  forever  prove  an  inspiration  for  the  cultural  develop- 
ment of  mankind. 


ADDRESS 
By  Architect  George  W.  Kelham 

I  hardly  know  whether  it  be  more  a  compliment  to 
the  previous  speaker,  Mr.  Hale,  or  to  myself  that  after 
having  worked  together  through  an  Exposition  as  well 
as  this  Library,  we  continue  so  in  accord  on  matters 
architectural. 

Regarding   the   work   which   we   are   here   to  dedicate 
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there  is  very  little  which  may  be  said  by  me,  save  only 
a  few  words,  uttered  more  in  a  spirit  of  gratitude  than 
any  other  feeling,  toward  all  who  have  helped  us  reach 
our  destination.  To  the  men  in  my  office  who  have 
labored  so  faithfully  and  well,  I  take  especial  pleasure 
in  acknowledging  my  debt,  and  to  those  who  have  car- 
ried out  the  various  elements  of  construction  which  have 
turned  into  reality  what  was  a  cherished  dream,  and  have 
given  of  their  best  efforts  willingly  and  gladly,  I  feel 
profound  thanks.  We  have  been  travelling  a  long  road 
together,  and  it  is  good  to  be  at  home. 

You  have  heard  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  O'Connor,  something  concerning  the  practical 
side  of  this  new  building,  and  I  think  no  conceit  attaches 
to  the  statement  from  me  that  you  have  an  efficient,  practi- 
cal working  Library.  I  shall  not  weary  you  with  any  long 
detailed  statement  concerning  it.  A  building  should  tell 
its  own  story  far  better  than  words  may  hope  to,  and  what- 
ever its  merits  or  faults  may  be,  will  be  known  to  those 
who  use  it. 

Mr.  Mullin  and  myself,  in  our  long  trip  throughout  the 
country,  missed  little,  I  venture  to  say,  in  the  field  of 
Library  activity,  nor  did  we  hesitate  to  borrow  freely  from 
any  source  such  ideas  as  seemed  of  the  greatest  working 
value  so  that  you  should  have  an  equipment  which  repre- 
sents the  most  modern  thought,  and  to  this  result,  if  it  has 
been  achieved,  both  Mr.  Mullin  and  Mr.  Rea  have  contributed 
a  generous  share. 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  a  Library  building,  if  it 
is  to  realize  its  true  function,  must  go  far  beyond  all  this, 
and  that  any  community  which  has  achieved  only  material 
perfection  may  make  small  claim  to  progress. 

All  of  us,  I  take  it,  will  agree  that  the  volumes  which 
this  structure  houses  are  of  educational  value,  and  just  as 
a  good  book  deserves  a  good  binding,  so,  too,  should  these 
treasures  of  the  world's  best  thought  be  surrounded  by  an 
atmosphere  of  refinement  and  of  beauty,  suggestive,  in  as 
far  as  may  be  possible,  of  those  things  which  typify  the 
finer  sides  of  life— of  those  ideals  which  we  all  cherish  and 
admire — and  for  which,  among  all  the  buildings  we  create, 
a  library  should  stand  foremost. 

In  just  the  degree  that  this  has  been  achieved  I  should 
measure  the  real  success  of  this  undertaking,  and  it  has  been 


OF    THE    PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


21 


with  this  thought  always  in  mind  that  I  have  tried  to  create 
an  environment  for  those  who  will  use  these  rooms  which 
will  help  to  foster  the  respect  and  love  that  all  good  books 
merit. 

For  those  who  know  the  quiet  content  of  the  printed 
page.  I  venture  the  hope  that  it  may  bring  some  added 
enjoyment. 

If  any  of  these  visions  have  been  realized.,  it  is  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  the  kindly  support  and  help  which 
I  have  had  at  all  times  from  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  If  I  feel  any  regret  at  the  completion  of  this 
work,  it  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  marks  the  end  of  our.  to 
me,  very  pleasant  business  relations. 

Xo  architect  could  hope  to  find  a  more  sympathetic  client 
— it  has  been  real  co-operation  from  the  start — and  I  wish 
only  I  were  able  to  give  you  such  a  building  as  you  deserve. 
To  quote  a  recent  utterance  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Congress — "It  is  a  pleasure  to  labor  in  such 
company." 


James  Rolph.  Jr..  Mayor  of  San  Francisco,  made  an 
extempore,  forceful  address  which  was  not  written  out  and 
hence  does  not  appear  here. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

DESCRIPTION  OF  BUILDING 

Size  of  building,  190x305  ft. 

Exterior  of  granite,  steel  frame  and  class  A  fireproof 
construction  throughout. 

Complete  system  of  ventilation  and  heating  installed  for 
all  the  principal  rooms. 

A  special  type  of  indirect  lighting  has  been  provided  for 
the  main  reading  rooms,  and  no  sources  of  light  are 
visible  for  these  rooms. 

The  main  stack  room  has  a  capacity  of  500,000  volumes 
when  completely  filled,  and  future  additions  may  be  made 
for  a  like  number  of  volumes.  The  book  stacks  in  this  room 
are  of  special  steel  construction,  with  marble  floors,  and 
especial  attention  to  daylight  lighting  has  been  given  in  the 
arrangement. 

Ample  arrangements  for  the  working  staff  have  been 
made  in  the  way  of  rest  room,  dining  room,  kitchen,  baths, 
etc.,  and  this  particular  feature  has  been  carried  further  than 
in  any  library  thus  far  built. 

The  main  reading  room  is  36x195  ft.  and  has  a  capacity 
of  approximately  25,000  volumes ;  the  reference  room  is 
30x100  ft.,  with  a  capacity  of  15,000  volumes,  and  a  special 
book  room  and  a  room  for  art  books  adjoin  the  reference 
room  at  either  end. 

The  main  delivery  room  at  the  head  of  the  staircase 
leading  from  the  entrance  vestibule  is  65  ft.  sq.  and  42 
ft.  in  height.  This  room  and  entrance  vestibule  and  the 
main  staircase  are  all  designed  with  a  combination  of  real 
Travertine  marble,  brought  from  Italy,  and  an  imitation 
of  this  marble  made  in  San  Francisco.  It  is  practically 
impossible  for  an  observer  to  determine  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  materials.  The  floors  of  these  three  rooms 
have  also  been  made  in  real  Travertine  marble,  which  is 
the  most  durable  and  lasting  of  all  known  materials. 

The  floors  of  the  general  reading  room  and  reference 
room  are  laid  with  cork  tiles,  insuring  absolute  silence  when 
people  walk  about  these  rooms.  All  book  cases,  ornamental 
doorways  and  various  treatment  of  all  sort  in  these  two 
rooms  have  been  made  in  an  antique  oak  finish,  the  deco- 
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rative  treatment  being  carried  out  in  the  style  of  old  Italian 
rooms,  with  plain  plaster  wall  surfaces  and  painted  beam 
ceilings. 

Here  are  also  placed  two  large  mural  paintings  by  Mr. 
Frank  DuMond,  which  were  painted  by  him  for  one  of 
the  great  arches  in  the  Court  of  the  Universe  at  the  Expo- 
sition. They  represent  closely  events  in  San  Francisco's 
earlier  history  and  seem  especially  fitted  for  a  place  in  its 
Library  Building. 

The  design  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  building 
is  in  the  spirit  of  the  Italian  Renaissance,  this  period  of 
architecture  seeming,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Architect,  to  best 
represent  the  scholarly  atmosphere  which  a  Library  should 
attempt  to  convey. 

The  periodical  room,  the  technical  book  room  and  room 
for  the  musical  library  are  all  placed  on  the  third  floor  of 
the  library,  together  with  the  Trustees'  meeting  room  and 
the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board.  The  Librarian's 
office  is  on  the  second  floor  in  connection  with  the  large 
reading  rooms.  The  juvenile  room  and  the  newspaper  room 
are  on  the  first  floor  and  easily  accessible  to  the  Fulton 
Street  entrance. 

The  cost  of  the  completed  building,  including  all  furni- 
ture and  equipment,  was  $1,153,000.00. 


THE  FOLLOWING  NAMES  ARE  INSCRIBED  ON  THE 
OUTSIDE  OF  THE  BUILDING 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

CHAUCER 

BRYANT 

SPENSER 

COLLINS 

SHAKESPEARE 

LONGFELLOW 

DRYDEN 

GOETHE 

MILTON 

WHITTIER 

POPE 

SCHILLER 

WORDSWORTH 

HAWTHORNE 

JOHNSON 

BYRON 

COLERIDGE 

HOLMES 

GOLDSMITH 

SHELLEY 

TENNYSON 

LOWELL 

GRAY 

KEATS 

BROWNING 

POE 

BURNS 

HUGO 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

SCOTT 

CERVANTES 

DANTE 

HOMER 

COOPER 

RICHARDSON 

PETRARCH 

AESCHYLUS 

BALZAC 

FIELDING 

ARIOSTO 

SOPHOCLES 

DUMAS 

LESSING 

TASSO 

EURIPIDES 

THACKERAY 

IRVING 

MOLIERE 

SOCRATES 

DICKENS 

WHITMAN 

RACINE 

VIRGIL 

GEORGE  ELIOT 

TOLSTOI 

CORNEILLE 

HORACE 

(9) 

(10) 

(ID 

(12) 

PLATO 

JOSEPHUS 

XENOPHON 

HERODOTUS 

ARISTOTLE 

PLUTARCH 

LD7Y 

THUCYDIDES 

EUCLID 

MONTAIGNE 

TACITUS 

HUME 

DESCARTES 

BACON 

GIBBON 

GROTE 

KANT 

BERKELEY 

MACAULAY 

BANCROFT 

CARLYLE 

ROUSSEAU 

MOMMSEN 

MOTLEY 

PASTEUR 

EMERSON 

LECKY 

PARKMAN 
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THE  FOLLOWING  INSCRIPTIONS  ARE  ON  THE  INSIDE 
OF  THE  BUILDING  IN  THE  MAIN  STAIRCASE  HALL 

To  be  content  with  what  we  possess  is  the  greatest  of 
all  riches. 

Peace  be  within  thy  walls  and  prosperity  within  thy 
palaces. 

The  ways  of  wisdom  are  ways  of  pleasantness  and  all 
her  paths  are  peace. 

Gold  can  be  taken  away,  but  knowledge  is  thine  forever. 

The  true  university  of  these  days  is  a  collection  of  books. 

A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath,  but  grievous  words 
stir  up  anger. 

Silence  at  the  proper  season  is  wisdom  and  better  than 
any  speech. 

Art  is  beauty  passed  through  thought  and  fixed  in  form. 

Our  happiness  depends  in  a  great  measure  on  the  choice 
of  our  company. 

A  good  conscience  is  the  testimony  of  a  good  life  and 
the  reward  of  it. 

Nature  is  a  revelation  of  God — Art  is  a  revelation  of  man. 

Let  our  object  be  our  country,  our  whole  country,  nothing 
but  our  country. 

Handle  a  book  as  a  bee  does  a  flower;  extract  its  sweets, 
but  do  not  injure  it. 

Character  is  the  governing  element  in  life  and  is  above 
genius. 

Love  is  the  life  of  the  soul,  it  is  the  harmony  of  the 
universe. 

Buy  what  thou  hast  no  need  of  and  ere  long  thou  shalt 
sell  thy  necessities. 

Understanding  is  a  wellspring  of  life  unto  him  that 
hath  it. 

Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might. 
Books  bear  the  messages  of  the  wisest  of  mankind  to 
all  the  generations  of  men. 

BRONZE  DOORS 

Here  thou  mayst  feed  on  knowledge  and  never  grow 
weary  of  adding  to  thy  store. 

Books  are  the  basis  of  civilized  life  and  the  fountains  in 
the  desert  of  being. 

In  books  lies  the  soul  of  the  whole  past  time,  the  articu- 
late, audible  voice  of  the  past. 
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INSCRIPTION  ON  THE  FRONT 

The  Public  Library  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco. 

May  this  structure,  throned  on  imperishable  books,  be 
maintained  and  cherished  from  generation  to  generation  for 
the  improvement  and  delight  of  mankind. 

Founded  MDCCCLXXVI.  Erected  MDCCCCXVT. 

ENTRANCE  DOORS  TO  DELIVERY  ROOM 

Peace  to  all  who  come  here  (outside). 
Quiet  is  kin  to  learning  (inside). 

INSCRIPTION  IN  MAIN  VESTIBULE 

This  building  stands  upon  a  portion  of  the  site  of  the 
old  City  Hall.  In  its  erection  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco 
were  aided  by  a  gift  of  three  hundred  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  who  also  gave  a  like  amount 
for  the  construction  of  branch  library  buildings. 
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Report  of  %  9ttr?targ 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  and 
Reading  Rooms. 

Gentlemen  : 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  Receipts  and  Ex- 
penditures for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1917: 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1916  

Cash  on  hand  (with  Secretary)  June  30, 

1916   

Taxes   

Fines   

Books  lost  and  paid  for  

Bindings  injured  and  paid  for  

Reserve  postals  sold  

Subscriptions  to  Monthly  Bulletin  

Old  newspapers  sold  

Refund  on  insurance  

Old   safe  sold  

Old  book  stack  sold  

Total  receipts  


DISBURSEMENTS 

Salaries   

Rent  of  branches  

Books   

Periodicals   

Catalogue  cards  

Stationery   

Printing   

Binding   

Furniture  and  repairs  

Expense  sundry  

Fuel   

Water   

Insurance   

Total  disbursements  

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1917  

Cash  on  hand   (with  Secretary)  June  30, 

1917   


$108,799.47 
3,936.40 
206.05 
1.70 
239.15 
1.00 
110.55 
163.65 
85.00 
1,000.00 


64,162.71 
900.00 
29,582.51 
2,823.93 
901.73 
628.67 
2,887.26 
8,102.55 
8,329.96 
2,336.33 
1,247.33 
625.72 
819.33 


$  29,595.91 
284.70 


$114,542.97 


$123,348.03 
20,773.60 

301.95 


$144,423.58 


$144,423.58 
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RECORD  OF  DELINQUENTS 


FINES 

44,593  Fines  collected,  amounting-  to 

?3,936.40 

1,220  Fines  uncollected,  amounting 

to  

289.90 

45,813  Fines  imposed, 

amounting  to 

$4,226.30 

BOOKS  LOST 

AND   BORROWERS'  CARDS 

CANCELLED 

Main  Library- 

56  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

$  74.04 

Mission  Branch. 

1  volume, 

amounting 

to  

1.00 

McCreery  Branch 

10  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

13.93 

North  Beach  Branch 

7  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

8.42 

Richmond  Branch 

10  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

10.60 

Park  Branch 

18  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

28.81 

Fillmore  Branch 

20  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

27.33 

Noe  Valley  Branch 

7  volumes. 

amounting 

to  

3.12 

Deposit  Stations 

21  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

41.28 

Total  150  volumes, 

amounting 

to  

S  208.53 

BOOKS 

LOST  AND  PAID  FOR 

218  volumes,  amounting  to  

$  206.05 

CI 
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Sfcpnrt  nf  %  librarian 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  Reading  Rooms 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  report 
of  the  Librarian  covering  the  activities  of  the  library  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1917. 

In  the  year  just  closed,  the  final  steps  in  rehabilitation 
were  taken,  and  the  Main  library  at  last  permanently  housed 
in  the  Civic  Center.  Since  moving  to  the  new  headquarters, 
the  size  and  importance  of  the  collection,  in  many  respects 
a  notable  one,  is  realized  to  a  greater  extent,  and  the  amount 
of  work  done  in  the  old  building  appreciated.  Although  the 
temporary  quarters  on  Hayes  street  were  inadequate  and 
overcrowded  to  such  a  degree  as  often  to  hamper  progress, 
the  labor  of  re-assembling  and  building  up  the  library  was 
performed  there  and  as  satisfactorily  as  if  it  had  been  done 
under  more  favorable  conditions. 

The  time  required  for  the  removal  and  installation  in 
the  new  building  was  but  two  weeks.  This  was  due  to  much 
forethought  and  systematic  routing.  The  plan  of  moving 
whole  shelves  from  the  old  stacks  without  disturbing  their 
contents  was  so  successful  that  no  loss  was  sustained,  no 
bindings  injured,  and  all  disorder  eliminated.  Throughout 
the  process,  it  was  possible  at  all  times  to  find  any  volume 
and  to  supply  all  urgent  demands  made  upon  the  library. 
When  the  fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  to  effect 
this  change  four  teams  were  required  for  eight  days,  the 
proportions  of  the  undertaking  will  be  better  appreciated. 

Beside  the  transferring  of  the  actual  main  collection,  all 
material  stored  in  the  Park  and  McCreerv  branches  has 
been  assembled,  to  be  catalogued  and  arranged  for  use. 
This  includes  many  volumes  of  public  documents  and  other 
gifts  and  sets  of  books  which  it  was  not  possible  to  shelve 
in  the  old  building. 

Conditions  in  the  temporary  headquarters  necessitated 
the  consolidation  of  several  departments,  but  the  accommo- 
dations now  provided  permit  of  the  separate  conduct  of 
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each  division.  This  has  resulted  in  a  more  even  distri- 
bution of  the  work  and  consequent  improvement  in  the 
service. 

The  information  desk  has  full  control  of  the  circulation 
department  and  supervises  the  card  catalogue.  Queries, 
whether  received  by  telephone  or  otherwise,  are  answered 
here. 

The  reference  department,  comprising  the  general  refer- 
ence collection,  the  art  and  map  rooms,  has  charge  also  of  all 
pamphlet  material  and  serials  other  than  periodicals.  Here 
also  information  is  given  by  use  of  the  telephone. 

The  newspaper  and  periodical  sections  are  now  separate, 
the  former  handling  the  newspapers,  both  bound  and  un- 
bound, and  the  latter,  all  periodicals,  current  and  bou^J. 

The  children's  department,  besides  caring  for  the  juve- 
nile collections,  conducts  the  story  hour  and  exercises  super- 
vision over  all  work  with  the  children. 

All  literature  on  music,  as  well  as  a  mammoth  collec- 
tion of  scores,  etc.,  has  been  placed  in  the  music  room, 
the  unbound  material  being  filed  in  cabinets  provided  for 
the  purpose.  A  soundproof  room  adjoining  contains,  at 
present,  only  a  piano.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be  pos- 
sible to  add  other  much  needed  furnishings. 

The  technical  room,  at  present  containing  only  patent 
office  reports,  is  soon  to  be  stocked  with  business  and  techni- 
cal works  and  conducted  as  a  separate  division.  Lack  of 
assistance  has  made  proper  supervision  of  this  department 
impossible,  but  plans  for  its  development  in  the  near  future 
are  being  made. 

In  anticipation  of  the  increase  in  the  staff  required  by 
the  opening  of  the  new  departments,  an  examination  of  ap- 
plicants was  held  some  months  before  moving.  An  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  assistants  needed  was  made,  and 
all  schedules  and  adjustments  prearranged.  Much  of  the 
confusion  necessarily  attendant  upon  moving  and  upon  the 
employment  of  so  many  persons  at  one  time  was  eliminated 
in  this  way. 

The  system  of  employing  university  students  as  tem- 
porary vacation  substitutes  was  inaugurated  this  summer, 
and  has  been  most  successful.  As  the  vacation  period  is 
limited  to  the  three  months  of  the  year  during  which  there 
is  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  work,  there  is  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  train  the  substitutes  without  impairing  the  service. 
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This  innovation  has  greatly  simplified  the  planning  of  the 
vacation  schedules. 

As  the  resources  of  the  library  have  become  known  in 
greater  measure  through  the  opening  of  the  various  de- 
partments, the  use  of  the  collection  has  increased  accord- 
ingly. The  circulation  of  321,646  volumes  at  the  Main 
library  is  an  increase  of  28,857  for  the  year,  while  that  of 
1,187,754  recorded  for  the  entire  system  exceeds  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  previous  year  by  26,231.  The  number  of 
cardholders  is  now  57,966,  showing  steady  and  satisfac- 
tory progress. 

Besides  the  growth  in  the  work  of  all  departments  due 
to  the  quickened  activities,  a  large  volume  of  additional 
work  was  accomplished  during  the  year.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  and  extensive  undertaking  wras  the  ordering  of 
complete  collections  for  the  Golden  Gate  Valley  and  Sun- 
set branches.  Much  of  the  material  has  already  been  re- 
ceived, and  is  now  being  catalogued. 

A  survey  was  made  of  all  of  the  branches  with  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  their  most  urgent  needs.  In  conse- 
quence, comprehensive  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
miscellaneous  collections  of  the  older  branches,  and  live 
and  practical  material  has  replaced  the  out-of-date  refer- 
ence works.  The  buildings  have  been  renovated  and  many 
alterations  made,  but  further  improvements  suggest  them- 
selves. The  greatest  need  at  present  is  for  separate  juve- 
nile departments,  in  order  that  more  extensive  work  may 
be  done  with  the  children.  Although  in  each  branch  a 
section  is  devoted  to  juvenile  books,  the  Noe  Valley  branch 
is  the  only  one  in  which  a  room  has  been  set  aside  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  children.  The  results  obtained  here  justi- 
fy the  establishment  of  like  departments  in  the  other 
branches. 

The  Noe  Valley  branch,  dedicated  on  September  17, 
1916,  is  the  third  to  be  built  from  the  Carnegie  fund,  and 
the  seventh  in  the  branch  system. 

An  inventory  of  all  branches  was  taken  in  the  remark- 
ably short  time  of  one  week.  This  was  made  possible 
through  the  innovation  of  a  loose  leaf  check-list.  Complete 
and  authentic  records  were  obtained  in  order  that  systematic 
work  may  be  done  in  replacing  or  cancelling  the  missing 
books. 


32         REPORT    OF    THE  TRUSTEES 


Both  from  the  point  of  view  of  equipment  and  of  serv- 
ice, the  branch  situation  has  been  greatly  improved  with 
the  exception  of  the  Fillmore  and  North  Beach  branches, 
to  which  serious  attention  should  be  devoted  in  the  near 
future.  As  the  former  is  in  the  heart  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal residential  districts,  its  patrons  are  numerous.  The 
seating  capacity  of  the  building  is  usually  taxed  to  the 
utmost,  while  the  overcrowded  condition  of  the  shelves 
hampers  efficient  service.  Until  adequate  space  and  facili- 
ties are  provided,  this  branch  cannot  be  expected  to  pro- 
gress nor  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district. 

In  the  North  Beach  branch  conditions  are  even  more 
unfortunate.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  this  section  of 
the  city,  with  its  unequaled  opportunities,  library  work 
must  be  carried  on  under  the  most  unfavorable  conditions. 
The  patrons  of  this  branch  are  principally  foreigners,  the 
Oriental  and  Latin  races  predominating.  The  value  of  a 
library  where  the  foreigner  may  find  not  only  books  in 
his  own  language,  but  those  as  well  which  will  help  him  to 
acquire  that  of  his  adopted  country,  is  self-evident.  The 
library  has  made  every  effort  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  neighborhood,  but  until  its  installation  in  suitable  quar- 
ters the  best  work  cannot  be  done. 

The  method  of  supplementing  the  branch  system  in  the 
more  distant  sections  of  the  city  by  the  deposit  station  plan 
has  served  its  purpose,  but  with  the  growth  of  these  dis- 
tricts something  further  must  be  done  to  meet  their  needs. 
The  sub-branch,  as  suggested  in  a  previous  report,  appears 
to  be  the  most  feasible  and  practical  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem. This  plan  makes  provision  for  a  reading  room  sup- 
plied with  a  wider  range  of  reading  matter  than  is  possible 
in  a  deposit  station,  as  well  as  a  suitable  reference  collection 
and  an  assortment  of  periodicals.  Its  supervision  should 
be  exercised  by  trained  library  assistants.  In  many  cases 
reading  rooms  of  this  character  might  be  established  in 
connection  with  a  school  on  the  social  center  plan. 

The  urgent  need  for  a  business  branch  continues  to  be 
demonstrated  by  the  many  requests  for  books  on  this  sub- 
ject. At  present  the  collection  is  limited  in  this  respect 
and  the  library  cannot  supply  the  demands  made  upon  it. 
Such  a  branch  established  in  the  downtown  district  and 
well  supplied  with  trade  directories  and  journals  would  be 
of  material  assistance  to  business  men.    The  many  libra- 
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ries  of  this  character  at  present  conducted  by  banking  con- 
cerns, insurance  companies  and  commercial  organizations 
might  be  incorporated  with  a  resultant  saving  of  labor  and 
expense.  The  field  is  an  interesting  one,  rich  in  oppor- 
tunities; seemingly  it  is  entirely  worthy  of  experiment. 

As  the  library  now  has  the  proper  facilities,  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  by  which  smaller  collections,  at 
present  managed  by  the  city  and  others,  could  be  admin- 
istered bv  us.  The  usefulness  of  such  libraries  would  be 
greatly  extended,  and  their  upkeep  as  one  collection  much 
less  than  the  amount  now  expended  on  them.  This  sug- 
gests also  a  greater  co-ordination  between  the  schools  and 
the  library  by  which  supplementary  reading  could  be  sched- 
uled from  school  to  school  on  a  traveling  library  basis. 

Although  some  efforts  have  been  expended  in  the  col- 
lection of  a  Municipal  Library  in  the  City  Hall,  the  oppor- 
tunities in  this  line  have  not  been  fully  developed.  Such 
an  assortment  of  pamphlets,  clippings  and  documents  on  mat- 
ters relating  to  municipal  interest  is  of  inestimable  value  to 
the  city  and  its  importance  should  not  be  overlooked.  This 
work  logically  belongs  to  the  library  to  which  the  majority 
of  queries  relating  to  the  city's  activities  and  policies  are  di- 
rected by  other  municipalities. 

Before  increasing  growth  renders  the  task  too  difficult,  a 
new  method  of  registration  of  card-holders,  charging  and 
collecting  of  fines  should  be  installed.  The  present  plan 
which  was  evolved  when  the  institution  was  much  smaller, 
is  now  obsolete  and  should  be  adjusted  to  conform  with  sys- 
tems in  vogue  in  other  libraries  of  the  same  size.  Moreover, 
it  should  be  made  possible  for  visitors  to  the  city  to  secure 
books  during  their  time  of  residence.  Following  the  practice 
of  other  libraries  in  this  respect,  deposits  could  be  received 
or  other  means  adopted  by  which  this  courtesy  could  be  ex- 
tended. During  the  exposition  year,  numerous  scholars  and 
students  made  extensive  use  of  the  reference  collection,  but 
were  refused  borrower's  privileges  merely  because  they  were 
non-residents,  and  much  adverse  criticism  followed. 

These  and  other  improvements  so  universally  productive 
of  good  results  in  other  libraries  cannot  be  made,  however, 
until  the  appropriation,  now  inadequate,  be  increased  to  ap- 
proximate that  of  libraries  elsewhere. 

The  compensation  in  the  library  profession  throughout  the 
country  has  been  steadily  increasing  in  recent  years,  the  scale 
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here,  on  the  contrary,  remaining  stationary.  The  remunera- 
tion of  assistants  is  smaller  than  that  received  in  other  cities 
besides  being  less  than  that  of  all  other  employees  in  the 
municipal  service. 

My  continued  acknowledgements  are  due  to  the  members 
of  the  library  staff,  whose  ability  and  loyalty  have  been  im- 
portant factors  in  the  successful  completion  of  the  year's 
work.  I  wish  also  to  express  my  thanks  to  your  Honorable 
Board  for  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robert  Rba, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  VIII 


Statistics  According  to  Form  Adopted  by  American  Library 

Association 


Annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1917. 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  San  Francisco,  California, 
Population,  452,255.    (U.  S.  Census  Bureau  estimate,  1915) 
Free  for  lending;  free  for  reference. 

Main  library;  seven  branches;  fifteen  deposit  stations. 

Main  library  and  branches  open  357  days;  for  reading  and  lending  75% 

hours  per  week. 
Total  number  on  staff,  62. 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year,  176,167. 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  purchase,  28,226. 
Number  of  volumes  withdrawn,  12,433. 
Total  number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year,  191,960. 
Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home  use,  598,544. 
Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use,  1,183,754. 
Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  the  year,  31,634. 
Total  number  of  registered  borrowers,  57.966. 
Registration  period,  years — Two  years. 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals   currently  received — titles,  966; 
copies,  1,073. 

No  count  kept  of  number  of  people  using  reading  rooms. 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  S  29,595.91 

Taxes  __  108,799,47 

Fines    3,936.40 

Other  sources   2,091.80 

Total   $144,423.58 


MAINTENANCE 

Books   $  29,582.51 

Periodicals  and  newspapers  2,823.93 

Binding    6,102.55 

Salaries  (all)   64,162.71 

Insurance    819.33 

Rent    900.00 

Heat    1,247.33 

Light  (city)  _  

Other   maintenance   15,709.67 


Total 


$123,348.03 


I 


